
7th Grade Summer Reading Assignments 
 
Once you have finished reading Skat, by Carl Hiaasen… 
 Use the novel to complete the SUMMER READING: BOOK JACKET 

REPORT.  (See pages 2—3)  
 There will be an in-class assessment for this novel during the first week of 

the new school year. 
 Use the COACHING RUBRIC to help you assess your work. (See page 4) 

 
Once you have completed the assigned book, then… 
 Choose two of the following novels from the 2012/2013 Sunshine State 

Young Readers Master List for Grade 6-8. 
 After you have read EACH book, you will answer 10 of the Book Report 

Questions for each of the novels you choose.  (See Pages 5—6) 
 
2012/2013 Sunshine State Young Reader’s List:   

o WILD THINGS by Carmichael Clay 
o HAPPENSTANCE FOUND by P.W. Catanese 
o 90 MILES TO HAVANA by Enrique Flores-Galbis 
o THE GRAVEYARD BOOK by Neil Gaiman 
o HIDE AND SEEK by Katy Grant 
o CHARLIE JOE JACKSON’S GUIDE TO NOT READING by Tommy Greenwald 
o THE JUVIE THREE by Gordon Korman 
o A LONG WALK TO WATER: BASED ON A TRUE STORY by Linda Sue Park 
o THE DANGEROUS DAYS OF DANIEL X by James Patterson 
o THE MOSTLY TRUE ADVENTURES OF HOMER P. FIGG by Rodman Philbrick 
o MY FAIR GODMOTHER by Janette Rallison 
o LOST IN THE RIVER OF GRASS by Ginny Rorby 
o THE TROUBLE WITH HALF A MOON by Danette Vigilante 
o SAINT LOUIS ARMSTRONG BEACH by Brenda Woods  

 
Your BOOK JACKET REPORT for Scat, the (10) BOOK REPORT QUESTIONS 
for your novel choice #1, and the (10) BOOK REPORT QUESTIONS for your 
novel choice #2 will be due on the first day of the new school year! 



7th Grade Summer Reading Assignments 
SUMMER READING: BOOK JACKET REPORT 

 
Your first assignment is to complete the following foldable graphic organizer: A Book Jacket Report 
for Carl Hiaasen’s SCAT. 
 
Once you have finished reading your book, you will begin by folding a piece of paper in half (minimum 
size: 8.5 x 11) to mimic a book jacket cover.  Use the diagram below to help you. 
 

FINALLY, complete Book Jacket as follows: 
1. On the OUTSIDE FRONT COVER #1 complete the 

following, a decorative illustration of the highest point of 
action from SCAT: (Do not copy either of the original 
covers) 

a. A title for you novel 
b. A detailed illustration of the highest point of action 
c. The author's name 

 
2. On the INSIDE COVER #2 complete the following, a well-

written 1-paragraph summary of SCAT which includes 
aspects of the story’s exposition: 

a. Character—protagonist and antagonist 
b. Setting—where and when 
c. Conflict—the main problem for the protagonist 

 
3. On the INSIDE COVER #3 complete the following, an author’s biography of Carl Hiaasen 

including:  
a. The author's name 
b. A short biography (1-paragraph) that includes some personal facts 
c. The name of at least one other young reader’s novel written by the author. 

 
4. On the OUSTIDE COVER #4 complete the following, a persuasive review for the novel SCAT.   

a. Use examples from the plot to persuade, "Why a 7th grade student should read 
this novel?" 

 
5. Use the attached COACHING RUBRIC to help you evaluate your final product.  The 

goal for your completed final product should be to “Exceed Expectations.” 
 
*Feel free to type your written responses and attach to your Book Jacket Cover, also you may 
use a paper larger than 8.5 x 11, but nothing smaller. 
 

(The following book covers are not appropriate Illustrations for your project…) 
 
      



7th Grade Summer Reading Assignments 
BOOK JACKET REPORT: COACHING RUBRIC 

 
CATEGORY Exceeds Expectations Meets Expectations Not Yet Not Yet 

Front Cover 

Includes an illustration, 
title of the book, and 
author's name. Font and 
colors fit the emotional 
content of the book. The 
graphic illustrates some 
scene from the book. 
 

Includes an 
illustration, title of the 
book, and author's 
name. The graphic 
illustrates some scene 
from the book. 

Includes an illustration, 
title of the book, and 
author's name. 

Does not include 
illustration, title, 
AND/OR author's 
name. 

Inside Left 
(front) Flap 

Summary is well-written 
and includes all aspects 
of the exposition: 
characters, setting, and 
conflict. The paragraph is 
well formed. It is clear the 
student read the book 
and understood it. 

Summary includes all 
aspects of the 
exposition: character, 
setting, and conflict.  
But, the paragraph is 
not well formed. It is 
clear the student read 
the book. 

Includes a description of 
some of the exposition: 
characters, setting, and 
conflict.  The paragraph 
is weak, and it appears 
the student read most of 
the book, but might not 
understand it. 
 

Summary paragraph is 
too vague. Does not 
appear the student read 
or understood the book. 

Inside Right 
(back) Flap 

Includes a small 
photograph or drawing of 
the author, the author's 
name and a biography 
that includes some 
personal facts and the 
name of at least one 
other book written by the 
author. 
 

Includes the author's 
name and a biography 
that includes some 
personal facts and the 
name of at least one 
other book written by 
the author. 

Includes the author's 
name and a biography 
that includes some 
personal facts about the 
author. 

Author's name AND/OR 
bibliography is missing. 

Back Cover 

Includes a positively 
persuasive review of the 
book and student's 
name. The review uses 
8-10 examples, 
persuading, "Why a 7th 
grade student should 
read this novel?"  

Includes a positively 
persuasive review of 
the book and student's 
name. The review 
uses 6-7 examples, 
persuading, "Why a 
7th grade student 
should read this 
novel?"  

Includes a positively 
persuasive review of the 
book and student's 
name. The review uses 
4-5 examples, 
persuading, "Why a 7th 
grade student should 
read this novel?"  

Includes a positively 
persuasive review of 
the book and student's 
name. The review uses 
3-or-less examples, 
persuading, "Why a 7th 
grade student should 
read this novel?"  
 

Illustration(s) 

Illustrations were 
creative, drawn and 
colored neatly and were 
a good size. (NO STICK-
FIGURES!) 
 

Illustrations were 
drawn and colored 
neatly and were a 
good size. (NO 
STICK-FIGURES!) 

Illustrations were drawn 
and colored neatly, but 
some were too large or 
too small. 

Illustrations were drawn 
and/or colored 
carelessly. 

Neatness 
and Effort 

The book jacket has no 
distracting errors, 
corrections or erasures 
and is easily read. It 
appears the student 
spent a lot of effort 
getting things just right. 
 

The book jacket has 
almost no distracting 
errors, corrections or 
erasures and is easily 
read. It appears the 
student worked hard 
on it. 

The book jacket is fairly 
readable but the quality 
is not too good on some 
parts. It looks like the 
student ran out of time 
or didn't take care of it. 

Very messy and hard to 
read. It looks like the 
student threw it 
together at the last 
minute without much 
care. 

 



7th Grade Summer Reading Assignments 
The Book Report Questions 

 
*This assessment must be completed twice, once for the first novel you choose, and again for the second novel you choose 
from the 2012/2013 Sunshine State Young Reader’s List. 
 
Use the R-A-S method to completely answer10 questions about your novel.  Be sure your answers are written 
using complete sentences. 

R—Restate the question 
A—Answer the question 
S—Support your answer with evidence from the text 

 
ABOUT THE CHARACTERS: (Choose two to answer) 

1. Which character could you relate to best and why?  Explain in a paragraph. 
2. Who was your favorite character? What did you appreciate about him/her? Write your answer in 

paragraph form. 
3. Which character(s) would you want to sit at your lunch table? Explain your reasoning in a paragraph. 

PLOT AND CONFLICT: (Choose one to answer)  
4. What event(s) in the story standout for you as memorable? Explain your thoughts in a short paragraph. 
5. How would you resolve the conflict (problem) in the book?  Answer in a paragraph by first explaining 

the problems and solution. Then explain how you would have resolved the conflict. 

POINT OF VIEW: (Choose one to answer) 
6. Whose voice was the story told in (from whose point of view is the story told)?  How did you arrive at 

your answer? Explain. 
7. Was the narrator involved in the story while it was happening, or were you looking back from a 

distance?  Explain in a short paragraph. 

SETTING: (Answer) 
8. What was the time period of the story?  Use details from the story to explain your answer. 

LANGUAGE AND STYLE: (Choose one to answer)  
9. Give an example of realistic dialogue from the story. 
10.  What was the mood of the book?  Give examples of lines in the story that create the mood. 

THEME: (Choose two to answer) 
11.  What were some of the major themes of the book?  Write a paragraph to support your answer using 

details from the book. 
12.  Did you think the story was funny, sad, touching, disturbing, moving, etc.? Explain your answer using 

details from the book. 
13.  What did you learn from reading this book?  What are your thoughts about the message of this book? 

YOUR THOUGHTS: (Choose two to answer) 
14.  What do you think will be your lasting impression of the book? Explain your answer. 
15.  If you could jump in at any point in this book and become a part of the storyline, where would you like 

it to be? Explain why?  Be sure to identify the part of the storyline which you are referring to. 
16.  What did you like or dislike about this book?  Write a short paragraph to support your answer this 

question. 
17.  What did you enjoy about this book? Write a short paragraph to support your answer this question. 
18.  Were any of the events in this book relevant to your life?  Explain in a short paragraph. 


