
IB English 4 
Summer Reading 
Ms. Jensen 
email: tara.jensen@stlucieschools.org  
 
Please purchase a composition book for this assignment.  This will serve as your 
first English journal.  I will not accept English journal work which is not completed 
in a composition book.  Assignments should be neatly handwritten, no typing, 
please.  Write on front and back of the page. 
 
Purpose: This assignment will assist you for your senior year in English as well as assist 
in preparing you for your senior IB exams. You are forced to revisit literary and 
rhetorical devices multiple times. Knowing what these devices are, how to find them, and 
to show how they add meaning will be the crux of both your oral and written 
commentaries, which constitute 35% of your overall IB score. Hamlet is also one of two 
selections that will be randomly chosen for your oral discussion piece of your 
commentary. 
 
Grading: This will be your first test grade for quarter 1. It will be graded based upon 
your deeper insights on how literary/rhetorical devices as well as excerpted evidence add 
meaning to the text. Surface level interpretations as well as those found on websites such 
as Sparknotes are not considered ‘A’ level work. You will be rewarded for your own 
thoughts and ideas.  
 
Plagiarism: Any student found to have used another person’s ideas or words including 
classmates or online resources will receive a zero for the assignment as well a referral to 
the dean for cheating. 
 
Text:   Hamlet by William Shakespeare 
You may check out a text from the school, or you may purchase a text.  If you opt to buy 
your own, I would prefer Barron’s Simply Shakespeare or Shakespeare Made Easy. 
While I love the idea of each of you having your own copy of Hamlet, it is by no means a 
requirement.  See me for a book if that is your preference.  
 
Links for purchasing a book through Barnes & Noble online: 
 
Barron’s Simply Shakespeare: $8.99: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/hamlet-simply-
shakespeare-series-william-shakespeare/1104880914?ean=9780764120848 
 
Shakespeare Made Easy: $6.95: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/hamlet-shakespeare-
william/1110673134?ean=9780812036381  
 
 
 
 
 



Reading  
I strongly recommend reading Hamlet multiple times over the summer.  Try to have your 
final reading take place shortly before school starts, that way it will be fresh in your 
mind.   I would read the Elizabethan version, the left side of the page, while frequently 
consulting the translated, right side.  Everyone will approach this differently.  Some 
students relish the challenge of the language, and others seek safer ground and want 
instant clarity.  Shakespeare is an acquired taste; the more exposure you get, the better 
you will be at making sense of the language.  In either case, Hamlet is a very gripping 
tale; show up ready to enthusiastically discuss it when school resumes.  
 
Assignment 1 (75 points) 
Close read the play:  150 entries, equally distributed over the entire play, about 30 entries 
per act.  Organize each entry in the following manner.  
1. place in text   2. quotation   3. label (literary/rhetorical device)  4. explain writer’s 
intended effect on reader and how it adds meaning. 
 
Following is a sample entry: 
1. Act 2, scene 2, line 183   2. “Words, words, words.”  3. alliteration 
4. The repetition of the ‘w’ sound seems almost winded and out of breath. This leads us 
to surmise Hamlet is not just answering Polonius’s question, but rather mocking his 
overuse of “words” as Polonius surely cannot catch his own breath. This adds to the 
indirect characterization of Hamlet by showing his wit. (Note: I could have explained 
more, but what was covered here will suffice for this summer journal entry) 
 
Close reading should follow your first reading of Hamlet.  Ideally you will understand the 
story to some degree before you tackle this.   
 
Assignment 2 (20 points) 
The following questions appeared on an IB exam (Paper2).  The question you answer will 
be determined by your last name.  
 
A – F       Writers make repetitive use of details which become dramatically significant.   
                Consider the use made of such repetition of detail in this play, and discuss the  
                impact on the play as a whole. 
 
G – L       “Life is a game played against chaos and death.”  How far and in what ways,     
                 does this statement apply to this play? 
 
M – Q      Some literary texts, although set in a particular place or time, convey ideas that 
                 are universal.  In what ways, and to what extent, is this true in this play? 
 
R – Z        “Drama at its best investigates the problems that beset ordinary individuals.”  
                  In light of this statement consider the ways in which Shakespeare explores the  
                  problems that affect individuals. 
 
 



Don’t like your question? Following is a replacement question available to anyone. 
 

How has Shakespeare, in the play Hamlet, explored the thematic concepts of 
judgment and punishment, or disguise and deceit, or love and friendship, and 
with what effect?  

 
In your journal, briefly discuss at least ten excerpts from Hamlet that would work well as 
support for this essay.  Number each excerpt, place the excerpt, act and scene, and then 
write several sentences of explanation of the purpose of this particular excerpt in your 
essay.  (400 – 600 words)  
 
NOTE: If you follow the directions you will note that you are not writing an essay for 
this assignment 2. Anyone not following directions will receive a zero for assignment 2.  
 
Assignment 3 – (5 points) 
Please confine your answer to the act designated to your last name. 
 
A – E   Act 1         F – I   Act 2         J – M   Act 3            N – R   Act 4         S – Z   Act 5 
 
Put on your director’s cap. Decide on a scene in your act that does an especially good job 
of conveying a particular theme in Hamlet.  Do not repeat thematic ideas from 
Assignment 2.  Explain how you would direct this scene. Think about stagecraft – sound, 
lighting, set. What about movement? Cast your scene with current actors and actresses. 
Make sure you state the Act, Scene, and Theme you are conveying and how you are 
going to achieve this conveyance through your direction. (150 - 200 words) 
 
 
 
 


