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Your summer reading consists of three required assignments. All of these assignments are due the first day of school for 
the 2016-2017 school year. Total points possible=150 pts. The number of points you earn divided by the total points 
possible will give you your percentage test grade. 
 
1. The first will be will be a Literary Terms Worksheet. You will look up the terms using one of the two websites listed 

and define them. This will be a helpful resource for the second assignment, as well as throughout the year. (20 pts.) 
 

2. The second assignment is to read Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson and complete a Dialectical 
Journal. The work for this novel will be a major part of your English grade and we will continue to work with this 
novel in class throughout Quarter 1 so it is imperative that you have read the novel and completed the assignment. It 
is best if you have your own personal copy of the novel. (100 pts.) 

 
3. The third assignment is to choose two books from the 2016-2017 Florida Teens Read list to read and prepare to 

discuss orally the first day of school. You should be able to give an objective summary as well as a personal review 
of the texts. The list is provided. (30 pts.) 

 
 

Directions for second assignment – Dialectical Journal:  

 
This will be a large part of your first test grade for Quarter 1. It will be graded based upon your deeper insights on how 
literary/rhetorical devices as well as excerpted evidence add meaning to the text. Surface level interpretations as well as 
those found on websites such as Sparknotes are not considered ‘A’ level work. You will be rewarded for your own 
thoughts and ideas. Complete sentences with correct grammar and spelling are mandatory. 
 
A dialectical journal is another name for a double-entry journal or a reader-response journal. A dialectical journal is one 
that records a dialogue, or conversation between the ideas in the text and the ideas of the reader. You will create this 
journal as you read the text.  
 
Text: Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson 
Publisher: Penguin Group/Signet Classics 
Genre: Classic Literature 
ISBN: 978-0-451-53225-1 
Average cost: $4.95 
 
1. You will have a minimum of 50 entries (approximately two entries per chapter, 2 pts. per entry for 100 pts.). 

 
2. Use the left-hand side of the page to record a quoted passage from the text (that you deem to be significant or 

important in some way to the message (theme) of the book or to conflict, character development or your personal life 
experience).  It can be a key event, interesting language, literary device, a critical fact, a main idea, a problem, a 
character sketch, etc. Copy the passage exactly as it is written, putting quotation marks around the phrases. Follow 
MLA style conventions for parenthetical citations and note the page number on which the passage appears. (Examples 
are provided.) 

 
3. Use the right-hand side of the page to respond to your selected quotation. You may analyze the passage, challenge it, 

or explain why it is important. You will also make a personal connection to the text (this reminds me of…). When 
composing responses, envision yourself having a conversation with the text – or someone else who is reading the text. 
Do not just restate what the writer, narrator, or character is saying.  Make sure to include characterization, setting, 
diction, conflict, imagery, figurative language or any other literary device you see in the passage. 
 

4. Remember to respond with at least six (6) clear and complete sentences per entry. You may use the sample sentence 
starters below, or feel free to create your own.  



 
5. Be sure to take textual evidence from the ENTIRE novel (beginning, middle, and end). You want to show your 

English teacher that you have a deep understanding of the character’s development/theme/ symbolism/etc. throughout 
the ENTIRE novel.  

 
6. Plagiarism will result in an automatic zero and parent/teacher conference. All ideas and thoughts should be 

original. There is a difference between helping your friend and letting them copy your work.  
 

Sentence Starters for Right Side –Literary Device with text connection  ★ The author is using this to show theme by…  ★ The character is developing…  ★ This symbolizes…  ★ The conflict propels the characters….  ★ The author has created a ___ mood by . . .  ★ The tone of this passage is _______ and is exemplified by  ★ The author uses the literary device of ______ (metaphor, simile, imagery, diction, etc.) to… 

 

 
**Example Dialectical Journal – Set up your paper in this way. Assignments should be neatly handwritten, no 
typing, please.   

Response 

# 

Textual Evidence (Including 

Page #) 

Analysis  

(Including Literary Devices) 

1 “We stood blinking for a moment, 
staring out through the dust at a 
hundred dark villagers, slender and 
silent, swaying faintly like trees. 
We'd left Georgia at the height of a 
peach-blossom summer and now 
stood in a bewildering dry, red fog 
that seemed like no particular 
season you could put your finger on. 
In all our layers of clothing we must 
have resembled a family of Eskimos 
plopped down in a jungle. 
 But that was our burden, because 
there was so much we needed to 
bring here. Each one of us arrived 
with some extra responsibility biting 
into us under our garments: a claw 
hammer, a Baptist hymnal, each 
object of value replacing the weight 
freed up by some frivolous thing 
we'd found the strength to leave 
behind. Our journey was to be a 
great enterprise of balance. My 
father, of course, was bringing the 
Word of God--which fortunately 
weighs nothing at all” (40). 

 

In this passage, the main character of the story has just arrived with her 
family in Africa. They are missionaries and she is suddenly realizing 
just how silly they look compared to the beautiful villagers. She uses a 
simile to describe the “villagers, slender and silent, swaying faintly like 
trees.” This makes me think that there is going to be a conflict between 
the missionaries (and the Western world) and the “natural” world of the 
untamed Africa. In this passage, the speaker also becomes self-
conscious. She is 13 years old and is gone from home for the first time. 
I can relate to feeling suddenly out of place and wondering who I am – 
like when I moved to Tennessee when I was 11. She also seems like she 
is ready to take something on. She says that he father has brought the 
word of God and that it “weighs nothing at all.” I’m not quite sure what 
she means by that. Is her speech literal or figurative? What does it mean 
that the Bible weighs nothing? 

 

 

  



Helpful Hints for Summer Reading 

 
Theme vs. Thematic Concepts 
 
A thematic concept is the generalized idea from which we can derive a theme. For many years you may have thought that 
these concepts were actually themes, but in reality they are not. We have all seen them. We search Sparknotes for 
important themes and are given items such as love or chaos vs. order. These are in fact thematic concepts and need to be 
referred to as such.  
 
Themes are derived from thematic concepts. If one sees ideas of death or corruption, he or she may say the thematic 
concept is death or corruption. Now, we must go one step further to understand the actual theme. What is the piece saying 
about death? What is it saying about corruption? Theme examples: 1. Death is inevitable. 2. It is human nature to fear 
death. 

 
A theme must: 

1. Be a complete sentence  4. Never be a moral  
2. Be universal   5. Never be a cliché     
3. Be about life or human nature 

 
 
 
Possible Thematic Concepts to consider in Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.  

1. Reason v. the Supernatural 
2. Limits of Scientific Experimentation 
3. The Effects of Society on the Individual 
4. Dual Nature or Split Personality 
 

 



Literary Terms Worksheet     Name: ______________________________________________  
 

Look up the following Literary Terms on one of the two websites listed below and define them:  
http://www.tnellen.com/cybereng/lit_terms/ or  http://literary-devices.com/ 
 

Literary Term  Definition  

Alliteration   

Allusion   

Apostrophe  

Characterization   

Conceit  

Conflict   

Connotation  

Dialogue   

Diction  

Dramatic Irony  

Foil (Character)   

Foreshadowing   

Gothic  

Hamartia  

Hubris  

Hyperbole   

Imagery   



Irony   

Juxtaposition  

Metaphor   

Motif  

Onomatopoeia   

Oxymoron   

Personification   

Point of View  

Rhetoric  

Simile   

Situational Irony  

Symbolism   

Syntax  

Theme  

Tone  

Verbal Irony  

 
 

 



   Florida Teens Read (FTR) 
   2016-2017 Book List 

Reynolds, Jason and Brendan Kiely. All American Boys. Atheneum, 2015. 

Quinn saw it all. He saw his best friend's older brother beating a classmate. The 
classmate happened to be Rashad, a black ROTC student who was wearing baggy 
clothes. The older brother happened to be a cop who was white.  Now Quinn must 
make the right choice...loyalty or honesty?

Tahir, Sabaa. An Ember in the Ashes. Razorbill, 2015. 

One does not challenge the Empire. A brutal corps of highly trained soldiers ensures 
compliance and submission from all citizens, and nobody dares to resist... Or do 
they? When Laia's brother is accused of treason, she has no choice but to save him, 
even if this quest takes her into the heart of the ruling class, crossing paths with 
Elias, one of its strongest soldiers battling his own struggles of conflict.  

Stone, Tamara Ireland. Every Last Word. Disney-Hyperion, 2015. 

Samantha McAllister is one of the “Crazy Eights,” a group of popular girls who have 
been best friends since elementary school. Yet there is one secret Sam can never let 
them know: Sam suffers from Purely-Obsessional OCD, which consumes her with 
dark thoughts that are getting stronger and stronger. Will her new friendship with 
Caroline, a girl who seems to truly understand her, and AJ, the cute leader of the 
underground poetry club help her overcome her obsessions?

Yoon, Nicola. Everything Everything. Delacorte, 2015. 

Madeline Whittier doesn't get out much. Scratch that. She doesn't get out at all. She's 
so sick that even leaving her house might kill her. She's okay with her isolation 
though... at least she thinks she is. But then Olly - wonderful, mysterious Olly - 
moves in next door, and Madeline knows nothing will ever be the same. 

Schneider, Robyn. Extraordinary Means. Katherine Tegen, 2015. 

The most important things in Lane's life are getting perfect grades and getting into 
the best college, until he finds out he has an incurable strain of tuberculosis. He is 
sent to Latham House, a sanatorium for dying teens with bizarre rules and unique 
characters. It's here that Lane reconnects with Sadie, a girl he was once transfixed 
with at summer camp years ago. Now Lane and Sadie find themselves falling in love 
and redefining who they really are during what are probably the last few weeks of 
their lives.



Priest, Cherie and Kali Ciesemier. I Am Princess X. Arthur A. Levine, 2015. 

Suddenly May begins seeing I Am Princess X stickers all over Seattle, and even 
discovers a whole I Am Princess X webcomic online. This can only mean one thing: 
her best friend, Libby, from fifth grade is alive and didn’t drown in a car crash. 
Where has she been hiding all these years and why? I Am Princess X is part mystery, 
part graphic novel, and all cyberthriller.

Webb, Brandon. The Making of a Navy SEAL. St. Martin’s Griffin, 2015. 

Brandon Webb’s father sent him out on his own. His Navy SEAL instructors expected 
him to fail. This is Brandon’s true story of how he overcame the odds to become a 
Navy Seal, a sniper, and to train famous SEALS including Chris Kyle and Marcus 
Luttrell.

Cosimano, Elle. Nearly Gone. Kathy Dawson Books, 2014.  

Nearly Boswell’s life is already difficult.  She lives in a trailer park, her mom works at 
a strip club, and she can’t even touch her friends unless she wants to get sick off of 
their negative emotions.  But her life goes from difficult to dangerous when a serial 
killer goes on a murder spree at her school and Nearly could be the next victim.  She 
reluctantly accepts help from Reece, a juvenile delinquent cop-informant even 
though trusting him might be just as dangerous.

Aveyard, Victoria. Red Queen. HarperTeen, 2015.  

In seventeen-year-old Mare’s world, the Reds serve at the pleasure of the Silvers, 
only because of the color of their blood. Mare faces a life of servitude until she finds 
herself working in the Silver’s Royal Palace. Once her hidden powers are discovered, 
she is passed off as a long-lost Silver princess against her will and forced into an 
engagement to a Silver prince. As she begins to work for the covert Silver Guard 
resistance, she enters a world of secrets and the betrayal of her heart.

Albertalli, Becky. Simon vs the Homo Sapiens Agenda. Balzer + Bray, 2015.  

Simon, sixteen and not-so-openly gay, is blackmailed into playing wingman for the 
class clown or else his sexual identity, and that of his pen pal will become 
everybody’s business. Simon is not so worried about himself, but is he willing to do 
whatever it takes to protect the identity of a guy he, himself, doesn’t even know? 
(mature: language/content)

Laybourne, Emmy. Sweet. Feiwel & Friends, 2015. 

Laurel and Viv get tickets for the luxurious celebrity filled cruise of the century. The 
biggest cruise since the Titanic promises a trip of a lifetime guaranteeing each 
passenger the magic potion for weight loss.  Things don’t go entirely as planned 
when weird things start happening. Do people really kill to be thin? 



Note: 
* This program is designed to entice teens to read. In order to engage their interest and to provide a spur to critical 
thinking, the book selections include those that involve sensitive issues. The content of some of the titles may be more 
mature than younger students may have previously encountered. Please recognize that this is a voluntary reading 
program. Not every book selected will suit every student. In a democratic society, a variety of ideas must find voice. As 
readers, teens have the choice to read the more mature titles or to close the book.

Gray, Claudia. A Thousand Pieces of You. HarperTeen, 2014. 

Marguerite's parents are brilliant physicists who have discovered a way to travel 
through alternate dimensions. But her life crumbles before her eyes when her father 
is murdered, and all evidence points to his genius graduate assistant, Paul. 
Now Paul has jumped into another dimension, and it's up to Marguerite to find him. 
And kill him.

Danticat, Edwidge. Untwine. Scholastic, 2015. 

When twins, Giselle & Isabelle, are in a deadly accident, Giselle becomes trapped 
inside her own body. Why did this happen to her family? Will she wake to recover 
and heal in spite of terrible loss? And is her fractured family beyond repair? Untwine 
is a story of love, family, and tragedy. Beautifully written and emotionally stirring, 
fans of If I Stay and Thin Space will enjoy this touching book.

Hartzler, Aaron. What We Saw. HarperTeen, 2015. 

The party last Saturday night was epic, and students are still talking and posting 
about it. But when Stacey levels charges against four of the star basketball players, 
this small town erupts in controversy. Facts that are hard to comprehend begin to 
surface and Kate and her friends are immersed in difficult questions: Who witnessed 
what happened to Stacey? What responsibility do they have to speak about what they 
saw? And ultimately, What is the nature of consent? (mature: language/content)

Thorne, Jenn Marie. The Wrong Side of Right. Dial, 2015.  

A timely story including politics, complicated romance and self discovery, Kate has 
grown up never knowing her father. After her mother’s death, a stranger appears 
claiming he might be her father, only he’s not such a stranger. He is the current 
Republican presidential candidate. While pushed into campaigning with his family, 
Kate meets the rebellious son of her father’s opponent, the current President, and 
begins to wonder who she can trust and who she really is.
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