
2017-2018 IB English 3  Summer Reading Assignment  
 
Welcome to IB English 3! Your summer reading consists of three required assignments. All of these assignments are 
due the first day of school for the 2017-2018 school year. Total points possible=150 pts. The number of points you earn 
divided by the total points possible will give you your percentage for the summative assessment. The late penalty is 
50% credit for the assignment. Assignments handed in after August 18th, 2017 will NOT be accepted.  
Purpose: The purpose of the summer reading assignment is complex:  To help build confidence and competence as readers of complex texts  To give you a basis for literary analysis and prepare you for the rigor of class.   To give you, when you enter the class in the fall, an immediate basis for discussion of literature‐ elements like 

theme, narrative, viewpoint, symbolism, plot structure, etc.  Last but not least to enrich your mind and stimulate your imagination 
 

1. Assignment One - How to Read Literature Like a Professor (50 Points) 
Read How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster and then write a response to each of the prompts 
provided. Your responses should be in complete sentences as opposed to lists. You may type this assignment. Please 
specify chapter number for each question. (See corresponding handout) 

Text: How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster.  
Paperback: 336 pages 
Publisher: Harper Perennial; Revised edition  
ISBN-13: 978-0062301673 

2. Assignment Two – The Scarlet Letter and “Young Goodman Brown”  
Close read The Scarlet Letter and Young Goodman Brown by Nathaniel Hawthorne and annotate the text. The work for 
this novel will be a major part of your English grade and we will continue to work with this novel in class throughout 
Quarter 1 so it is imperative that you have read the novel and completed the assignment. It is best if you have your own 
personal print copy of the novel. (See corresponding detailed explanation for text annotations.) This novel will also be 
the subject of a literary analysis essay to be written in class for a summative assessment. You will be able to use 
your annotated text as a resource for the in class writing so it would behoove you to complete this activity.   

Text: The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne 
Publisher: Dover Publications (Thrift Edition) 
Genre: Classic Literature 
ISBN:978-0-486-28048-6 
Average Cost: $5.00 

 
 

Text: “Young Goodman Brown” 
Publisher: Public Domain 
Genre: Classic Short Story 
PDF version follows the assignment or can be found online: 
https://isites.harvard.edu/fs/docs/icb.topic1220828.files/Yo
ung%20Goodman%20Brown.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ideas for annotating Literature  
 
“Every Text is a lazy machine asking the reader to do some of its work.” 

– Novelist Umberto Eco 
  Use a pen so you can make circles, brackets and notes. If you like highlighters use one for key passages, but don’t get carried 

away and don’t only highlight.  If you do not wish to write in your text, sticky notes work just as well!! Use different color stickies to denote different ideas 
or literary devices and write your information on the stickies – instead of the book.  Look for patterns and label them (motifs, diction, syntax, symbols, images, and behavior, whatever).  Mark passages that seem to jump out at you because they suggest an important idea or theme- or for any other reason (an 
arresting figure of speech or image an intriguing sentence pattern, a striking example of foreshadowing, a key moment in the 
plot, a bit of dialogue that reveals character, clues about the setting etc.).  Mark phrases, sentences, or passages that puzzle, intrigue please or displease you. Ask questions make comments talk back to 
the text.  At the ends of chapters or sections write a bulleted list of key plot events. This not only forces you think about what 
happened, see the novel as whole, and identify patterns, but you create a convenient record of the whole plot.  Circle words you want to learn or words that jump out at you for some reason. If you don’t want to stop reading, guess then 
look the word up and jot down the relevant meaning later. You need not write out a full dictionary definition; it is often 
helpful to put the relevant meaning in your own words.   The Harvard College Library has posted an excellent guide to annotation, “Interrogating Texts: Six reading habits to Develop 
in your First Year at Harvard.”  http://guides.library.harvard.edu/sixreadinghabits  If you still need help, please visit this supportive essay on how to annotate a text, 
http://www.tnellen.com/cybereng/adler.html.  

 
 
3. Assignment Three – The Scarlet Letter and “Young Goodman Brown”   (100 points)

Please prepare a typed response to the following prompts. Adhere to MLA format. Online references to MLA format 
can be found on the following webpage: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/.  Papers that do not adhere 
to MLA format will not be graded and given no credit for completion. 
 
A. In The Scarlet Letter, Nature is frequently presented as a character. Cite four passages in which Nature possesses 

qualities typically associated with people. Write 500 words in which you analyze Hawthorne’s use of language to 
depict Nature exhibiting human qualities. Consider rhetorical techniques such as: diction, irony, hyperbole, 
imagery, metaphor, paradox, etc. (500 words, 50 pts.) 
 

B. A number of themes treated in The Scarlet Letter are found in earlier expressions of Hawthorne’s short story 
“Young Goodman Brown.” Read the short story and write an essay comparing or contrasting it with The Scarlet 
Letter in terms of themes, characterization, style, symbol, and other elements. (400 words, 50 pts.) 

 
***Plagiarism: Any student found to have used another person’s ideas or words including classmates or online resources 
will receive a zero for the assignment as well a parent conference. *** 
 
Helpful Hints 
 
Themes The Scarlet Letter explores the effects of sin, guilt, punishment, and revenge. Look for these thematic concepts and others 
to create theme statements. 
 
Symbols The Scarlet Letter is considered to be the world’s first truly symbolic novel. Below are some examples of symbols to 
watch for that carry through and change throughout the novel, though I’ll leave their interpretations up to you: 
• The scarlet letter itself/ the letter A  • The names of Pearl, Dimmesdale, Chillingworth 
• The forest     • The scaffold 
• The prison     • Sunlight 
• The absence and presence of light  • Colors and absence of color  • The rose 



 
Rhetorical Devices to achieve purpose Watch for the following as you read. When you find prominent examples of each, actively consider why he used it and 
how he used it. What is his purpose, and how does his use of rhetorical devices help him convey his purpose to the reader? 
• Contrasts (ie. Good/evil, dark/light, forest/town, 
color/absence of color, supernatural/ reality, etc.) 
• Duality (ie. How does Pearl’s character reflect the 
duality of the Puritan community?)  
• Archetypes 
• Ambiguity  
• Allegory  

• Symbolism  
• Description  
• Word Choice (diction)   
• Contradiction/ Irony 
• Connotations (especially with names)  
• Motif (hand over heart, The Black Man, the color red)

 
Helpful Background Information 
An Introduction to Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-1964)  
Nathaniel Hawthorne was born on July 4th, 1804 in Salem, Massachusetts. His family descended from the earliest settlers 
of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Hawthorne is related to a John Hawthorne, one of the judges at the 1692 witch trials, 
the subject of The Crucible, by Arthur Miller, which you will also be reading. He is also related to another Hawthorne 
known for his persecution of the Quakers. Hawthorne was both disturbed and fascinated by his kinship with these 
forebears. He was haunted by the intolerance and cruelty of these ancestors. His character and his focus as a writer were 
shaped by a sense of inherited guilt. He believed that evil was a dominant force in the world, and his fiction expressed a 
gloomy vision of human affairs. Hawthorne befriended Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau—two writers of 
the Transcendentalist movement  
The Puritan Influence  
The majority of Hawthorne’s work exemplifies America’s Puritan past. The Scarlet Letter is the epitome of this literary 
influence. The Puritans were a group of religious reformers who arrived in Massachusetts in the 1630s under the 
leadership of John Winthrop (whose death is recounted in the novel). They came to America in search of religious 
freedom, but were characterized by a strict moral code and strong work ethic. They wanted to “purify” the Church of 
England ruled by King James. For this, they were persecuted and forced to seek a place where they could build “a city 
upon a hill,” where they were free to practice their beliefs in peace. However, their religious sect was known for its 
intolerance of dissenting ideas and lifestyles. Settled in the Massachusetts Bay Colony, they lived stern, simple lives and 
emphasized hard work and religious devotion. Puritans believed that only certain people were predestined by God to go to 
heaven. People who behaved unusually were often believed to be controlled by evil forces.  
The Setting  
The Scarlet Letter was written in 1850, but is set in the 1640s in the Puritan village of Boston, Massachusetts. Nearby is a 
forest, home of the Black Man (the devil)—a place of darkness, but also a place of freedom.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reading:  Text: How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster.  
Paperback: 336 pages 
Publisher: Harper Perennial; Revised edition  
ISBN-13: 978-0062301673 
 
Directions: Read How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster and then write a response to each of the 
following prompts. Your responses should be in complete sentences as opposed to lists. You may type this assignment. 
Please specify chapter number for each question.  
 

1. Ch. 1, pgs. 1-6 “Every Trip is a Quest (Except When It’s Not)” 
What are the five characteristics of the quest?   

2. Ch. 2, pgs. 7-14 “Nice to Eat With You: Acts of Communion” 
Identify the things, according to Foster, that eating/food in literature can represent.   

3. Ch. 3, pgs. 15-21 “Nice to Eat You:  Acts of Vampires” 
What are some things besides vampirism that vampires and ghosts represent in literature? 

4. Ch. 4, pgs. 22-27 “If It’s Square, It’s a Sonnet” 
Why, according to Foster, is it more difficult to write a short poem than a long one?   

5. Ch. 5, pgs. 28-36 “Now, Where Have I Seen Her Before?” 
What is the “big secret” Foster reveals in this chapter?   

6. Ch. 6, pgs. 37-46 “When in Doubt, It’s from Shakespeare…” 
Why do so many writers use and quote Shakespeare?   

7. Ch. 7, pgs. 47-56 “…Or the Bible” 
What do Biblical allusions do for a piece of literature? 

8. Ch. 8, pgs. 57-63 “Hanseldee and Greteldum” 
(a) What is the literary canon?  
(b) What does Foster suggest on pg. 59 as the reason so many writers choose to allude to fairy tales in their 

works?   
9. Ch. 9, pgs. 64-73 “It’s Greek To Me” 

What are the four great struggles of the human being?   
10. Ch. 10, pgs. 74-81 “It’s More Than Just Rain or Snow”  

What does Foster say the types of weather such as rain, fog, rainbow, etc., can represent in literature?    
11. Ch. 12, pgs. 97-107 “Is That a Symbol?” 

(a) Why is symbolic meaning different for each individual reader?  
(b) What are some of the factors that influence what we understand in our reading?   

12. Ch. 13, pgs. 108-116 “It’s All Political” 
On page 115 Foster explains why most literature can be called “political.” Summarize his argument.   

13. Ch. 14, pgs. 117-124 “Yes, She’s a Christ Figure, Too” 
Foster asserts that a character need not have all of the distinguishing characteristics of Jesus Christ in order to be 
considered a Christ figure in literature. Why? Explain.   

14. Ch. 15, pgs. 125-134 “Flights of Fancy” 
Does a character always have to actually fly in order for there to be “flying” in a piece of literature? Explain.   

15. Ch. 18, pgs. 152-162 “If She Comes Up, It’s Baptism” 
(a) What are some of the things that baptism (or immersion in water) can mean in literature?   
(b) What are some of the things that drowning can mean in literature?   

16. Ch. 19, pgs. 163-174 “Geography Matters…” 
What does it mean when an author sends a character south?    

17. Ch. 20, pgs. 175-184 “…So Does Season” 
What are the symbolic meanings of the seasons? 

18. Interlude, pgs. 185-192 “One Story” 
Summarize Foster’s point in this section of the book. 
 
 



19. Ch. 21, pgs. 193-200 “Marked For Greatness” 
Choose a book you have read recently and identify a main character who has some physical marking. Describe 
and explain why you think the author chose to give him/her that physical trait- what does it mean?   

20. Ch. 22, pgs. 201-206 “He’s Blind for a Reason, You Know” 
For what reason(s) do authors choose to make characters’ blind in literature? 

21. Ch. 23, pgs. 207-212 “It’s Never Just Heart Disease…” 
What things can “heart trouble” signify in literature? 

22. Ch. 24, pgs. 213-225 “…And Rarely Just Illness” 
What are the “principles governing the use of disease in works of literature”? 

23. Ch. 25, pgs. 226-234 “Don’t Read With Your Eyes” 
Explain what Foster means by “don’t read with your eyes.” 

24. Ch. 26, pgs. 235-244 “Is He Serious?  And Other Ironies” 
Explain what Foster means by “irony trumps everything.” 

 
 
 
 
 


