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General  Information 
Congratulations! You have finally made it to your senior year! 
It is going to go by quickly, so try to stop and enjoy it along the way. 
Within the first few months of your senior year, you will decide where 
to apply (if you have not already done so), what scholarships to apply 
for, and who you will ask to write your letters of recommendation, if 
needed. You will also begin to complete your applications, write your 
essays, and possibly retake the ACT, SAT, or SAT Subject Tests. All 
the while, you will need to make sure to get great grades on your 
senior year classes and take on positions of responsibility and 

leadership in your extracurricular activities. 
 
You will need to outline a rough guide of what you should be doing and when you should be 
doing it, but keep in mind that some of these tasks will vary, depending on your schedule and the 
schools to which you choose to apply. There are more than 4,000 colleges and trade schools out 
there—which means a lot of variation. 
 

General Information on College Applications 
Whether you choose to apply to highly selective, selective, or open admissions colleges, it is a 
good idea to have a backup plan in case you either do not get accepted or do not receive enough 
financial aid to attend. This means making sure you are applying to at least one safety school--a 
college that you are sure will accept you and that you can afford, such as a college in your 
community where you know you can live with your parents or with friends, or a college that you 
know will give you a scholarship based on your grades or test scores.  
 
Still considering whether to apply early to a school? Even if you are applying early 
decision/early action, it is still important to apply to other schools in case your application is not 
accepted. Do not wait until you hear to start working on the other applications. 
 
Make sure you have a clear understanding of the application requirements and procedures for 
each college you've selected. That includes application fees (fee waivers are sometimes available 
to qualified applicants), which test scores (SAT or ACT) you need to provide, how many letters 
of recommendation you need, what college essays or personal statements you need, each school's 
tuition and chances of receiving aid, and whether or not you can apply online. Keep a very close 
eye on those deadlines! These dates dictate the precise schedule by which you need to complete 

the remaining tasks until acceptance. 
 
NOTE:  Early action or early decision applicants, as well as applicants 
using the priority deadlines of many universities will need to speed up this 
process. 
 
More General Information on the College Application Process 
 
Keep on keeping on - The grunt work of completing your college 
application forms starts now—if it has not already. First off, prioritize. 
Complete them according to two criteria: 1) the colleges you most want to 

attend; 2) application deadlines. Spend the greatest amount of time on colleges you most want to 
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attend.  We know you know this, but students whose applications are filled with misspellings and 
poor grammar look like students who don't care. When applicants look like they don't care about 
their own application, why should an admissions committee? Be careful—and don't rely on your 
spell-check to catch mistakes! DO NOT USE “TEXT-SPEAK” ON ANY APPLICATION! 
 
NOTE: If you are applying early decision, make sure you understand the requirements for doing 
so. Some allow you to only apply to one school throughout this process. 
 

 
Things to Keep in Mind 

 
 Prioritize the schools on your list (by deadline and by your desire to attend that college). 
 Take advantage of leadership opportunities within your activities. Do not back off now. 
 Modify your college list to make sure you have a good range of Reach, Match & Safety 

schools. Finalize your short list of colleges (if it is on your list, you should be willing to 
attend). Make sure you have at least one true safety school on the list. 

 Decide if you are going to take the SAT/ACT again. If you are, prepare!  
 Both ACT and SAT offer study guides and daily practice questions on their web sites – 

www.actstudent.org and www.collegeboard.com.  SAT offers “Skills Insights” on how to 
improve your test scores which apply to both tests –
www.collegeboard.com/testing/sat/skillsmap 

 Test scores (ACT/SAT) are NOT on your transcript nor is LPA authorized to send test 
scores. You must have them sent directly from College Board or ACT to the 
college/university. Make sure you have made these arrangements ahead of your 
deadlines.  

 Do NOT wait for ACT/SAT scores to submit applications! 
 Get a planner specifically for your college and scholarship applications. Keep track of 

deadlines and schedule time in your planner to complete all applications before the 
deadline. 

 Request a “student copy” of your transcript to review for accuracy (correct name, DOB, 
SSN, courses and grades) before requesting that it be sent to a college or university or 
scholarship. 

 Transcripts can take up to 2 weeks – even when sent electronically. Make sure you have 
requested your transcripts be sent in plenty of time to meet deadlines. (Request transcripts 
by completing the form in Mr. Crisci’s office). 

 Research scholarships. Remember that many colleges/universities use your admission 
application for merit scholarships, so the sooner you apply, the better your chances. 

 Check the LPA website (Guidance tab) and the front high school desk for Scholarship 
bulletins and other information. Have a full list of scholarships offered by your chosen 
colleges with deadlines. 

 Deadlines are deadlines. Make sure you have all forms and documents completed and 
submitted much earlier than the deadline. 

 Provide a brief resume to counselors and others who are filling out recommendation and 
other forms. Allow a minimum of 2 weeks for completion of these recommendations. 
Recommendation forms/letters will be completed in the order in which they are received 
(with resume and any other supporting documents needed). 

http://www.princetonreview.com/college/match-reach-safety.aspx
http://www.princetonreview.com/college/safety-schools.aspx
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
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 Stay on top of all school assignments. Grades still matter.  Avoid Senioritis – all college 
acceptances are conditional until colleges deem your final grades meet their standard. 
Colleges rescind many admissions each year due to poor performance in the senior year. 

 Note all senior dates as provided by your senior class sponsors (Mr. Gray and Ms. 
Aglialoro). Make sure you do not miss any deadlines. 

 Allow extra time for college applications requiring essay questions. 
o Do NOT list your GPA, number of volunteer hours, etc. 
o Write from the perspective of what YOU can do for your intended 

college/university, not what they can do for you. 
o Write how your volunteer service will help you in your intended major and also in 

how you will use those skills to make your intended college/university a better 
place. 

o Write (briefly) about goals and hardships. Do not whine, but explain how a 
hardship has helped you realize the importance of overcoming obstacles in order 
to achieve your goals, dreams, etc. and, if applicable, how your hardship 
influenced your choice of college/university, major and life goals. 

o Edit your essays, and keep getting input from a trusted source (or sources). 
 

 
Senior Year Timeline Summary 

 
September/October: 
 Counselors will be meeting with you during your Social 

Studies classes for your initial senior credit check and to present 
information regarding college/postsecondary plans. 
 Review your academic history. 
 Register for SAT/ACT (and SAT subject area tests, if 

required) for retaking tests or first time test takers. Most 
colleges/universities have the December tests as their deadlines for 
determining admission. 

 Begin college application process – most are now online. Follow instructions exactly. 
College admissions directors report many seniors submit documents (such as extra letters 
of recommendation) that are not requested and not reviewed. They report that it can be a 
negative if you do not follow their requirements exactly. You must have a complete 
application, but nothing more than they allow.  If you are applying to colleges with 
“Rolling Admissions”, it is best to apply early. 

 Listen for announcements of college representative visits and sign up at the front desk 
 
 
November/December: 
 Finalize college/university applications if you have not done so already 
 Begin scholarship/financial aid searches and applications if available 

o Your intended college/university financial aid office/link is the best place to start 
o Check out Guidance Tab on LPA website and scholarship bulletins at front desk 

 Bright Futures applications open December 1. Please plan on completing your application 
before you return from Winter Break. 

 St. Lucie Education Foundation Scholarship Guide will be available online – St. Lucie 
County School Board website with the following path:  
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o Parents and Students 
o Scholarship Information (link down left side of page) 
o Review scholarships and make list of ones you are eligible for, including 

deadlines. 
Remember – the scholarship search and application process is your responsibility. Have a 
planner specifically dedicated to this effort. Guidance counselors and teachers will provide 
you with search tools and guidance on how to apply, but it is your job to find, complete and 
submit the applications. 
 
January/February: 
 Plan to attend Financial Aid workshops at IRSC. Bring your parents! 
 You and your parents need to fill out the FAFSA as soon as possible after January 1. 
 Continue applying for scholarships. 
 Make sure you have completed your Bright Futures application before the end of the 

semester. 
 Watch for housing application and deposit deadlines. 

 
March/April 
 Many colleges begin notifying students of admissions status and financial aid awards. 
 Continue applying for scholarships. 

 
 
May/June: 
 Note your intended college/university reply deadline. These generally are confirmed by 

an acceptance letter and a deposit. 
 Complete senior final transcript request form at first graduation practice. 
 Make sure all obligations are taken care of BEFORE graduation practice. 
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The College Application 

When you apply to a college, you will submit several things: an application, 
high school transcript, SAT or ACT score report, letters of recommendation, if 
requested, and one or more personal statements or essays. 

The Application 
Most colleges have online applications – Download the application..  It is best to complete the 
application off-line, then proof-read carefully, submit online, making a copy for your files.   
 Apply well BEFORE the deadline. 
 An important heads–up: applying for financial aid is a separate process that requires you to 

fill out a separate set of forms. 
 

Transcripts: 
It is your responsibility to ensure your transcripts are sent. You can request these by filling 
out the Transcript Request Form, available in the Registrar’s (Mr. Crisci) office. If they 
can be sent electronically, Mr. Crisci will send them. If a hard copy must be sent, Mr. 
Crisci will put your transcript in an envelope, seal it and stamp across the seal. It is your 
responsibility to pick it up and mail it to your intended school.  Do NOT break the seal, or 
the transcript is no longer official. A recommendation for transcripts being mailed is to 
place the envelope with your transcript in it into a larger envelope for mailing. That way, 
the seal will not be accidentally broken as the envelop e runs through the postal machines. 
If you have taken Dual Enrollment courses, you will need to request your IRSC transcripts 
from IRSC. 

 
SAT or ACT Score Report 
When you take the SAT or ACT, you can request that a score report be sent to your prospective 
colleges. Make sure you leave plenty of time for your scores to be processed and sent. 

Beginning in March 2009, students will be able to choose whether colleges see one, some or all 
of their scores for the SAT and SAT Subject Tests. You must opt into this program online; 
otherwise schools will see all your scores. Be advised that you cannot mix and match sections 
(i.e., you can't send in your great Math score from June and your great Verbal from January). 

 DO NOT WAIT FOR YOUR ACT/SAT TEST RESULTS TO SUBMIT COLLEGE 
APPLICATIONS 

 SAT/ACT scores are NOT on your transcript and LPA cannot send them to your 
prospective schools or scholarship organizations. It is YOUR responsibility to make 
sure your test scores are sent directly from College Board or ACT. 

 
Letters of Recommendation 
If your application requires letters of recommendation: 
When requesting a letter of recommendation, pick someone who knows you well and can speak 
to your strengths. Approach your potential letter–writers at least one month prior to the actual 
due date. Teachers and guidance counselors are usually swamped with college application 
requests during the fall semester. Make sure you provide a brief resume with your request. 
 

http://www.princetonreview.com/fafsa.aspx
http://www.princetonreview.com/college/subject-tests.aspx
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 Important Note: FOLLOW DIRECTIONS! Many schools have eliminated the letter of 
recommendation. If they indicate NO letters of recommendation, do NOT send any. If they 
ask for one letter, send ONE, not two or more. 

 
Personal Statement or Essay 

This is by far the most time–consuming and difficult part of any application. The personal 
statement or essay is usually about 300 to 500 words in length, occasionally longer, 
depending on the college. The prompt or question will be provided in the application. Be sure 
to write in your own voice about a topic unique to you. We recommend writing several 
drafts. Proofread carefully, and ask a teacher to edit your work.  (See section below for more 
guidelines and information on the college essay). 
 

You can prepare now by considering some of the common topics below or by downloading an 
application: 
 Evaluate a significant experience or achievement that has had special meaning to you (It is 

important to include obstacles in your academic/personal life that you overcame.) 
 What qualities or unique characteristics do you possess that would allow you to contribute to 

the university community? 
 Discuss some issue of personal, local or national concern and its importance to you (may 

include gender equality, ethnical decisions, environmental responsibility, etc.) 
 Why you chose to apply to this college. 
 BE SPECIFIC – no generic “I want a liberal arts education.”  
 By having an essay (one or two typed pages) ready, you will find the application process 

much easier. 
 

     The College Essay 

Most selective colleges require you to submit an essay or personal statement. 
(Pause for moaning and groaning.) It may sound like a chore, and it will 
certainly take a substantial amount of work. But it is also a unique opportunity 

that can make a difference at decision time. Admissions committees put the most weight on your 
high school grades and your test scores. However, selective colleges receive applications from 
many worthy students with similar scores and grades–too many to admit. So they use your essay 
(along with your letters of recommendation and extracurricular activities) to find out what sets 
you apart from the other talented candidates. They also are very good at knowing the difference 
between your essay and one written by your parent!  Do not jeopardize your admission prospect 
by having someone else write your essay! 

Telling Your Story 
So what does set you apart? You have a unique background, interests and personality. This is 
your chance to tell your story (or at least part of it). The best way to tell your story is to write a 
personal, thoughtful essay about something that has meaning for you. Be honest and genuine, 
and your unique qualities will shine through. 
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Admissions officers have to read an unbelievable number of essays, most of which are banal and 
forgettable. Many students try to sound smart rather than sounding like themselves. Others write 
about a subject that they do not care about, but that they think will impress admissions officers. 
You do not need to have started a company or discovered a lost Mayan temple. Colleges are 
simply looking for thoughtful, motivated students who will add something to the freshman class. 
 
The Mechanics of a College Essay 
Write about something that is important to you. It could be an experience, a person, a book–
anything that has had an impact on your life. Don't just recount–reflect! Anyone can write 
about how they won the big game or the time they spent in Rome. When recalling these events, 
you need to give more than the play–by–play or itinerary. Describe what you learned from the 
experience and how it changed you. 
 
Being funny is tough. A student who can make an admissions officer laugh never gets lost in the 
shuffle. But beware: What you think is funny and what an adult working in a college thinks is 
funny are probably different. We caution against one–liners, limericks and anything off–color. 
Start early and write several drafts. Set it aside for a few days and read it again.  
 
Put yourself in the shoes of an admissions officer: Is the essay interesting? Do the ideas flow 
logically? Does it reveal something about the applicant? Is it written in the applicant’s own 
voice? What you write in your application essay or personal statement should not contradict any 
other part of your application–nor should it repeat it. This is not the place to list your awards or 
discuss your grades or test scores. Answer the question being asked. Do not reuse an answer to a 
similar question from another application. 
 
Have at least one other person edit your essay. And before you send it off, check, check again, 
and then triple check to make sure your essay is free of spelling or grammar errors. 
 
Tackling Common Essay Topics  
The college application essay is your chance to show what makes you unique. Admission 
officers read hundreds of these every year. Do not write about the same subjects as every other 
applicant. 
 
Here are some common essay questions with tips to help you craft a great response: 
 Write about someone you admire. 

o Many people write an ode to Gandhi, Mother Teresa or Martin Luther King, Jr. These 
leaders are admirable and heroic, but you should not write about them unless you 
have a strong, genuine and very personal reason to do so. Ask yourself what 
individual has actually had the greatest influence over your life.  

o Describe the impact they have had on you. The more specific details you include, the 
better. 

 Write about something you have read. This question is not asking for a book report!  
o Do not summarize the plot; detail why you liked this particular selection and what it 

meant to you. 
o Your book choice should make it clear that you read outside of class–stay away from 

high school mainstays like The Catcher in the Rye. 
 Why do you want to attend this school? 
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o Unless your real reason is something better left unsaid (hint: avoid mentioning keg 
parties), you should be truthful in responding to this question.  

o Steer clear of generalities (e.g. "to get a good liberal arts education," "to broaden my 
knowledge") and stay specific (e.g. "I'm a future doctor and your science department 
has a terrific reputation"). Colleges are more likely to admit students who can 
articulate specific reasons why the school is a good fit for them (beyond its reputation 
or ranking on any list). 

 What will you be doing ten years from now? 
o It is okay to be creative and ambitious, but do not be silly.  
o Do not focus on the ways in which your college education will help you help you 

make more money, but emphasize how it can help you achieve your goals and help 
make the world a better place. (It is your job as the up and coming generation to 
“change the world”). 

 Write about a meaningful activity. 
o Be careful with this. It is easy for this response to read as clichéd and uninspired. Do 

not just say that your service on student council was significant because it taught you 
the importance of effective leadership.  

o Push yourself to really examine what experiences have been valuable to you. Maybe 
you learned more from your after–school job at a burger joint than you did as 
president of the student council.  

o Admissions officers can tell when you are being genuine and when you are just 
saying what you think they want to hear. 
   
The Letter of Recommendation 

 
GPA and test scores are the two most important factors in college admissions, 

but that does not mean you should neglect the other parts of your application. Always remember 
to FOLLOW DIRECTIONS! If a college asks for 1 letter of recommendation, do NOT send 3 or 
30, as that could negatively impact your admissions prospects. If it states NO letters of 
recommendation, do NOT send any. 
 
Build Relationships Early 
Get to know your teachers well before you ask them for recommendations.  Take advantage of 
opportunities to speak with them, especially the ones you like (or the ones whose classes you 
excel in). Seek help or advice when you have a tough paper or a difficult test. When you really 
get to know a teacher, he or she will be able to speak to your true character and your strengths, 
not just your score on the last exam. Many colleges also expect a recommendation from your 
guidance or college counselor, so do not neglect that relationship! 
 
Cultivating relationships like this is often called "networking". Networking is not sleazy or 
opportunistic. In fact, personal relationships are the best way to find great opportunities. 
Networking with professors in college will get you great grad school recommendations. 
Networking with colleagues post-college will help you score great jobs. Start practicing now! 
 
Pick Wisely 
Do not feel compelled to get a letter of recommendation from a teacher just because he or she 
gave you an A+. You are looking for a well-written, compelling letter from a faculty member 
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who knows you well or who teaches a subject you are interested in. Sometimes, you can get a 
very strong recommendation from a teacher who has seen you struggle or overcome difficulties. 
Do not be afraid to ask potential recommenders whether they feel comfortable writing for you. 
Some will say no (they are overbooked or do not feel they know you well enough), and that is 
okay. You want recommenders who are enthusiastic about the task.    
 
Treat Your Recommenders Well 
Give your recommenders plenty of advance notice that you want them to write for you. Once 
they agree, make their job as easy as possible.  Give them everything they need to complete 
the task, including an envelope, the recommendation form (with your information already 
filled out), a brief resume (list of your achievements, activities, goals and any other topic 
you think is important. Keep it brief – a bulleted list is ideal) and a clear list of deadlines 
and addresses.  You will need to pick up your sealed recommendations and mail them to 
your prospective schools or scholarship organizations if they are not online. 
  
Deliver all this material to your recommender in person and ask if there is anything else they 
need from you.  And don't forget to write a thank-you note. This person is doing you a big favor! 
 

         Early Action & Early Decision 

You have put together a list of schools, and there is one on there that 
makes your heart beat a little faster. Should you apply early? Many 
colleges allow applicants to submit their materials for an early deadline 
(sometime in the fall) that falls before the regular deadline (usually 
sometime in January or February). 

There are two advantages to applying early: 
 First, applying early lets your favorite school (or schools) know that you are serious about 

attending. Schools track how many applicants accept their offers of admission and release 
those numbers to the public. A school looks good when a high percentage of accepted 
applicants chose to attend. So if they think you are likely to accept their offer of admission, it 
may give your application a leg up. 

 Second, if you are accepted to your dream school, you will not have to bother with the time 
and expense of applying elsewhere. You can put your focus back on right now instead of one 
year from now. 

There is a (potential) disadvantage to applying early, however. You may not have the 
opportunity to compare financial aid packages offered by other schools. 

Early Admission Policies 

Most schools allow you to apply early in one of two ways: early decision or early action. 

 Early decision is binding. This means if you are accepted through early decision, you are 
"bound" to attend that school. You may not apply to more than one college under early 
decision. If you are not accepted, you will either be rejected or deferred. Rejected applicants 
may not apply again that year. Deferred applicants will be reconsidered during the regular 
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admission period, and are free to apply to other schools. Early decision deadlines are often in 
November, and students are typically notified of the decision in December. 

 Early action is non–binding. This means you are not bound to attend if you are accepted. 
You may also apply early action to many colleges. Early action deadlines usually fall at the 
same time as early decision. 

The obvious advantage of early action over early decision is the opportunity it gives you to apply 
to, and ultimately compare financial aid packages from several schools. If you are accepted early 
decision, you risk missing the admission deadlines of other schools while you wait for your 
award package to arrive. If that award is lackluster, your options are fewer.  A bit of advice from 
Princeton Review: unless money is not an issue for you and your family, you should not apply 
early decision. 

                  Extra-curriculars 
You will not impress an admissions committee by asking for a tour of the all–
night study lounge. Yes, colleges want bright students. But even more, they want 
bright, well–rounded students. Grades and test scores are very important, but so is 
what you choose to pursue outside of the classroom. Admissions officers are 
looking to create a class made up of students with diverse interests and 

backgrounds. They will look closely at your extra-curriculars to get a sense of who you are and 
what you're passionate about. 
 
 How much you do is not as important as being committed to what you do. An application 

with scattered interest and involvement over four years looks flakey. A student that runs 
track and sings in the choir throughout four years of high school shows passion and 
commitment.  
 

 Demonstrate leadership. If you have the opportunity and drive to be the captain of a sports 
team, president of a club or editor of the school newspaper, seize the opportunity. Colleges 
like responsible leaders who earn the respect of their peers. 

 
 An after–school job shows maturity. Do not fret if an after-school job prevents you from 

participating in extra-curriculars. If you have to work so that your family can make ends 
meet, be sure the colleges you apply to understand that. Helping to support a family is a 
serious responsibility that demonstrates character. And just as with extra-curriculars, it is 
impressive if you retain a job for an extended period and rise to a position of responsibility. 

 
 Extra-curriculars can be valuable experience. If you have a career or study interest that 

you can pursue outside the classroom, take advantage. Think you might be interested in 
medicine? Try volunteering at a local hospital. Are you destined to be a writer? Join your 
school's newspaper or literary magazine. These activities can help give you a strong 
foundation should you decide to pursue them further, academically or professionally. 
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The College Interview 
 A college interview is a chance to show that you are more than 
just test scores and grades. It is an exchange of information—
you learn about the college and the college learns about you. It 
can last anywhere from 30-60 minutes. Some colleges allow you 
to interview with an admissions representative, either on campus 
or in your hometown. Not all schools grant interviews, and you should not freak out if your local 
admissions rep is too busy to interview you. It does not mean you will not be admitted! If you do 
score an interview, take it seriously. Admissions officers will consider it when evaluating your 
application, although they will be much more interested in your grades, test scores and essays. 
Many large schools will simply not have time to grant interviews to applicants due to the sheer 
volume. 

Why You Should Interview 
The interview is one of many factors in the admissions decision. Most colleges do not require an 
interview; however, there are many benefits to meeting face-to-face with an admissions officer. 
For example, perhaps you: 
 Feel your college application cannot possibly convey your warm and shining personality.  
 Are interested in the college, but want to learn more about its study abroad opportunities, 

science program, or whatever else interests you.  
 Want to explain why your grades slipped or any other situation that may look negative on 

paper, but can be explained in person. 
 
There is More Than One Type of Interview 
Interviews vary depending on the school, student, and particular situation. You could find 
yourself interviewing with an admissions officer, a student, or an alumnus. Other, less formal, 
interview situations include group information sessions with admissions staff and current 
students, and high school and local college fairs. If you plan on attending a music, drama, or 
dance school, plan on performing an audition or submitting a portfolio. 
 
Special-Interest Sessions 
If you plan to pursue specific interests in college, such as sports or clubs, you might find it 
helpful talk to current students and faculty members. 
 Sports: If you are an athlete and want to play on a college team, arrange a meeting or a 

phone call with the coach. Bring your scrapbook, statistics, or other information that will 
help give a clear picture of your talents. Consider asking your high school coach to send a 
letter to the college on your behalf.  

 Specific fields of study: Talk to students who are majoring in your desired field and make 
an appointment with a faculty member or advisor in the department. If you schedule a 
campus visit, be sure to sit in on a class.  

 Activities: If you plan to participate in an activity, such as the newspaper, band, or radio 
station, speak to students who take part. It is a good way to find out what the people are 
like and what your chances are of getting involved.  
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Be Your Own Best Advocate 
The staff learns about you from a slew of papers: your transcript, test scores, and application. 
While your essay and recommendations can offer an impression of who you are, words on paper 
can reveal only so much. The interview is your chance to be your own advocate by talking 
positively about your interests and enthusiasms, to show your personality, and to boost your 
chance of admission.  
 
 Okay to Ask Questions 
Asking questions shows that you are interested in the college and what the admissions officer has 
to say. You should always have a question in mind about the college or your major field of 
interest to show that you have a deep interest in attending the school. 
 
Discuss Special Circumstances 
The interview is a good time to explain an issue in your transcript or discuss any personal 
circumstances that affected your studies. Problems that you may find difficult to write about in 
the application are often easier to discuss with a sympathetic admissions counselor. For example, 
perhaps: 
 You may not be the best math student, but it never stopped you from taking 

AP® Calculus—tell the interviewer why you persisted despite such difficulties.  
 During sophomore year, your parents divorced, and your academic work took a 

downturn, but you learned that you needed to overcome such obstacles and therefore you 
worked very hard during your junior year to bring your grades back up. (Of course, if 
your grades are still not where they should be, this is not a good argument).  

 You have a learning disability and need to make extra effort with every assignment. 
Make sure that you do not come across as whining, but rather that you understand your 
responsibility in the process and you have learned how to accept that responsibility. 

 
Pointers for your interview: 
 Your interviewer will expect you to ask some questions about the school and talk about why 

you want to go there. 
  Think about why the school appeals to you, what you want to study and what you might do 

after graduation (you do not need a fifty-year plan). Challenge yourself to come up with 
creative questions the answers to which cannot be easily found on the college's website. 
Bizarre or obvious questions will not impress the interviewer; thoughtful and specific 
inquiries will. 

 Being interviewed is a skill, and it requires practice.  
o Sit down with one of your parents, a teacher or a friend and have him or her ask you 

questions. Answer them honestly and seriously.  
o Then ask your "interviewer" how you came across. 
o The practice interview is a great way to become aware of little things you might not 

have known you were doing. Do you talk like a stuttering valley girl? If so, cut down 
on "ums" and "likes" and make sure to answer in complete sentences. 

 Be yourself. 
o Do not pretend to be someone you are not. Remember, the key to getting admitted 

(and being happy at college) is matchmaking. You want to be yourself so that the 
person interviewing you can discern if you would be a good fit. 



15 
 

o But remember that you have many sides. Do not show up looking like you peeled 
yourself off the couch, brushed the crumbs off your belly and rolled on in. Showcase 
the side of yourself that is professional, mature and confident.  

o Smile, use your sense of humor and remember your interviewer wants the interview 
to go well too! They will feel comfortable if you are comfortable. 

 Schedule wisely. 
o You will get better each time you interview. Try to arrange your schedule so that your 

first interviews are with the schools you care about least (or those most likely to 
accept you).  

o You can even schedule interviews at schools in which you have no interest at all, just 
for the practice.  

o You will be much more comfortable with the process by the time you get to your top 
choice schools. 

 Stop looking at the clock. 
o Most interviews last approximately 30 minutes. Occasionally they will run as long as 

an hour. 
o Students are sometimes told that the sign of a good interview is a long one. But most 

colleges schedule interviews back-to-back, so your interviewer is likely on a tight 
schedule. If you notice them checking the time, it is not (necessarily) because they 
think you are boring. 

 Be thankful. 
o Send a thank-you note. If there is something about the interview that was helpful to 

you, let your interviewer know. If you connected with your interviewer over a book, 
common experience, band you are both into, etc., then mention it! Otherwise, simply 
express your continued interest in the school and thank your interviewer for taking 
the time to meet with you.  

Things to Avoid-   Do NOT: 
 Be late  
 Memorize speeches—sound natural and conversational  
 Ask questions covered by the college catalog  
 Chew gum  
 Wear lots of cologne or perfume  
 Swear or use too much slang  
 Be arrogant—there's a fine line between being confident and boasting  
 Lie—it will come back to haunt you  
 Respond with only yes or no answers  
 Tell the school it is your safety school  
 Be rude to the receptionist or any other staff you meet (this goes for all interviews – you 

never know who has the top person’s ear. Many jobs are won or lost by the front desk 
clerk’s impression of you). 

 Bring a parent into the interview. This is very important – you are the college 
student, not your parent. If you are trying to impress upon them why they should 
select you, then you need to leave your parents at home, or at least outside the 
interview building. You would not take a parent to a job interview, so why would 
you take a parent to a college interview? 

 Refuse an interview—this is usually noted  
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                  Declaring a Major  
A major is a collection of classes revolving around a subject (like 
mathematics), a theme (like peace studies), or a professional field (like 
business or engineering). To graduate from college, you must choose a 

major and complete a certain number of classes within it. The benefit of a major is that it allows 
you to get beyond the breadth of standard academic coursework and really engage a specific area 
of study. 
 
How important is your major? 
Unlike tarot cards, the major you choose will neither predict nor guarantee your future. Many 
graduates find jobs that have nothing to do with what they studied in college. According to the 
U.S. Department of Labor, the average twenty–something switches jobs once every three years 
and the average person changes career fields two or three times in their lifetime. Have no fear 
that choosing a college major will lock you into a specific career for the rest of your life. If you  
intend to earn a professional degree (like an MD) after college, you will probably need certain 
courses under your belt. But many future doctors major in non–science related fields. Make sure 
you meet with your academic advisor frequently once you arrive on campus. Also, most 
colleges/universities have career centers. Do NOT wait until your senior year of college to 
become acquainted with those resources. Start meeting with those advisors in your freshman 
year. 
 
When do I declare a major? 
Preferably before you cross the dais at college graduation. Seriously, the answer varies across 
schools and programs. Some colleges ask you to list your expected major on their application but 
do not require you to declare definitively until sophomore or junior year. However, most 
competitive colleges prefer that you list a major on your application. You may find your 
application set to the side if it comes down to your application and another that matches yours, 
but the other one has declared a major. 
 
If you are interested in a major that requires a lot of classes, or classes that are limited to students 
in that major, then it is better to declare early. Some college programs are “limited access”, 
which means if you plan on those majors, you will have other application processes to complete. 
Make sure you contact your intended college/university regarding these programs if you are 
interested in pursuing them. Some majors demand a strictly regimented order of courses, and if 
you fall behind, you may have to extend your college stay for a semester (or two or four). 
 
Can I change my mind?  
Definitely. One of the most exciting facets of college life is that it introduces you to new subjects 
and fosters new passions. You might enter undergrad enjoying physics but discover a burgeoning 
love for political science. However, keep this mind: Every major has requisite coursework. Some 
require you to take introductory courses before you move into the more advanced classes. Also, 
some classes are offered in the fall but not in the spring, or vice–versa. If you change your major 
late in the game, it may take more than the traditional four years to earn a degree. Please be 
aware of some new financial ramifications for students taking more than four years to earn their 
degree. The Florida SUS (State University System) adds a 50% tuition surcharge when you 
exceed a certain number of credits, so you want to make sure all classes you take are applicable 
to your program. 
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Minors and Double Majors 
If one field of study doesn't satisfy your intellectual appetite, consider a minor. A minor is 
similar to a major in that it's an area of academic concentration. The only difference is that a 
minor does not require as many classes. Some undergrads with a love of learning and an appetite 
for punishment choose to pursue two majors, often in totally different subjects. A double major 
provides you with an understanding of two academic fields. It allows you to become familiar 
with two sets of values, views and vocabularies. That said, it also requires you to fulfill two sets 
of requirements and take twice as many required classes. You will not have as many 
opportunities to experiment or take classes outside those two fields. While a minor or a double 
major might make you more marketable, both professionally and for graduate study, both are 
time, energy and resource intensive. Most students find that one major is more than enough. 
College offers you many academic freedoms. You can cultivate existing passions and explore 
new interests–all the while figuring out which major will eventually help you earn a living.  
 
Whatever major you choose, do not pick what is the easiest–or what your best friend is studying–
because you will only be cheating yourself out of some great opportunities! And college is, after 
all, about opportunities. 
 

 
Top 10 College Majors (per Princeton Review) 

 
The Princeton Review's Top 10 Majors follow. Be warned, however, that these are 
not necessarily the degrees that garner the most demand in the job market. More 
importantly, they do not lock you into a set career path. Each major offers unique 
intellectual challenges and develops skill sets that will be applicable to various 
careers. 
 
1. Business Administration and Management/Commerce 
Think you are a born leader? You will need stellar people skills–no room for wallflowers here–
and talents in problem solving, number crunching, and decision making. And do not forget great 
communication skills! While studying business, you will get a thorough grounding in the 
theories and principles of accounting, finance, marketing, economics, statistics, and human 
resources functions. You will be a whiz on how to budget, organize, plan, hire, direct, control, 
and manage various kinds of organizations –from entrepreneurial–type start–ups to multi–
million–dollar corporations. This major will also get you thinking about issues such as diversity, 
ethics, politics, and other dynamics that play a role in every work environment. Make sure those 
competitive juices are flowing; the business world is all, well, business.  
 
2. Psychology 
If you find yourself delving into why certain people react to certain aspects of their environments 
in a certain way, then studying psychology will help you learn about the biology of our brains. 
Psychology majors focus on such features of the human mind as learning, cognition, intelligence, 
motivation, emotion, perception, personality, mental disorders, and the ways in which our 
individual preferences are inherited from our parents or shaped by our environment. Within the 
field, psychologists seek to educate, communicate, and resolve many of the problems 
surrounding human behavior.  
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3. Nursing 
Compassionate individuals with a great mind for the intricate–and sometimes heartbreaking–
world of medicine will be well–suited for a nursing career. In the course of evaluating, 
diagnosing, and treating health problems there is also the chance to work with ever–evolving and 
ultra–sophisticated technology. Nursing majors take the traditional science and liberal arts 
courses as a first–year student and begin clinical rotations at hospitals and other health care 
facilities during the second semester of their sophomore year. Certification exams are required 
after graduation from an accredited nursing program before you can be officially registered. And 
the job prospects for nurses are not only plentiful but also varied, available in fields such as 
geriatrics, neurology, oncology, obstetrics, and pediatrics.  
 
4. Biology/Biological Sciences 
From microscopic organisms to cloning procedures, biology encompasses pretty much the whole 
world. Biology majors can study human, plants, animals, and the environments in which they 
live, and studies are conducted at the cellular level, the ecosystem level, or anywhere in between. 
You might find yourself looking to uncover secrets and for ways to solve problems, such as 
finding a cure for a disease. Biology majors might find themselves in med school or in one of 
many growing fields such as genetics and biotechnology or working as a veterinarian, 
optometrist, ecologist, or environmentalist. 
 
5. Education 
Patience. Creativity. Dedication. Enthusiasm. Compassion. Education majors tend to have an 
abundance of all of these traits. In this major, you'll learn the skills necessary to become an 
effective and inspirational teacher with the ability to influence young children and teenagers 
when they are most impressionable. Although much of the coursework will be general education 
material, most states require you to choose a specific grade level you'd like to teach. When you 
are done with coursework, you will find yourself in the classroom as a student teacher. This 
practicum lasts from one semester to a full academic year.  
 
6. English Language and Literature 
If you find yourself generally immersed in some book–anything from Shakespeare to 
Hemingway to Jack Kerouac–you will likely find others just like you in the English department 
studying the trochaic octameter of Edgar Allan Poe's "The Raven," the stunning word choices of 
narrative nonfiction author Annie Dillard, or the experimental elements of the writings of Walter 
Abish. English programs focus on literature, language, and writing, and an English major will 
encounter a wide array of absorbing works of fiction, poetry, and nonfiction from around the 
world and throughout history. Analyzing the works of the greatest minds and imaginations that 
human civilization has produced will surely sharpen your critical, emotional, creative, and moral 
faculties. The study of literature also helps to shed some light on the answers to the enduring 
questions of the human condition. This degree is tremendous preparation for a future in law, 
journalism, publishing, graduate studies, and just about anything else.  
 
7. Economics 
Economics is the study of choices–those of individuals, businesses, governments, and societies 
and how they choose to spend their time and money and otherwise allocate their resources. And 
you guessed it: Economics involves heavy doses of critical thinking and math. This study of the 
production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services is an indispensable tool for 
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making sense of the intricacies of the modern world. It is also an excellent preparation for a 
future in business, as well as for graduate studies in law, public policy, and international studies. 
 
8. Communications Studies/Speech Communication and Rhetoric  
Communications majors tend to be great storytellers with quick wits and fiery personalities. 
You'll spend a significant amount of time scrutinizing different kinds of presentations–such as 
speeches and scripts–and the strategies behind the messages that speakers and writers use to 
make their points. You will learn about verbal and nonverbal messages, audience reaction, and 
the varied effects of different communication environments. It will prepare you for a wealth of 
careers in business, advertising, human resources, public relations, government, education, 
media, and social services.  
 
9. Political Science and Government 
Because it often deals with current events and sophisticated statistical analysis, political science 
is timely, fascinating, and perpetually changing. In a nutshell, it is the study of politics of 
government, and some of the common concentrations are American government, public policy, 
foreign affairs, political philosophy, and comparative government. Political science majors 
develop excellent critical thinking and communication skills, and more broadly, an 
understanding of history and culture. There will be lots of reading, writing, and math. Possible 
career paths are diverse–from lawyer to politician to journalist. 
 
10. Computer and Information Sciences 
Not only will you learn more about computers–hardware and software–but you will also learn 
about the applications of such knowledge, such as how technology fits into a business scenario. 
You will be exposed to areas such as robotics, natural language recognition programs, artificial 
intelligence, programming languages, numerical analysis, and gaming technology. Problem 
solving is a major component of CIS, no matter which segment of the industry you want to 
pursue. 

 
After You Are Accepted 

If you are reading this with at least one acceptance letter in your hand:   
You are in! Congratulations! Now what? 

If you are choosing between several schools, and you have applied for 
financial aid, you will want to compare their award offers. Once you have decided where you are 
going, send in your deposit to reserve your spot. 
 
A few other things to keep in mind as the post–acceptance euphoria wears off: 
 
Be polite to the colleges you reject. 
 If you are accepted to a college and decide not to attend, it is important to let them know 

ASAP (most colleges include an acceptance/rejection form with the letter of admission). 
Once the college knows your decision, they can offer your spot (and your financial aid) to a 
student who really wants to attend. 

 If you developed a personal relationship with an admissions officer, or if the college offered 
you a particularly generous scholarship, consider writing them a short letter. Let them know 
that it was a difficult decision, and that you are grateful for the time they spent reviewing 
your application. 

http://www.princetonreview.com/comparing–award–packages.aspx
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Avoid senioritis. 
 When a college offers you a place in their freshman class, it is a conditional offer. That 

means they can still take it back if you give them a reason to. This really does happen–do not 
let it happen to you. 

 Keep working. Do not tune out or drop out. The admissions office will expect to see a final 
transcript, and they'll be on the lookout for any sudden drops in performance. 

 Do not do anything that could get you in trouble with school administrators (or the law). In 
short, avoid behavior that would cast doubt on the shining portrait of yourself you painted in 
your application. 

 
Say thank you. 
 A lot of people helped you get into college–your teachers, your counselor, your parents.  
 Let them know how much you appreciate their efforts–maybe write them a thank–you note. 

This may seem obvious. But in the rush of final exams and prom and graduation, it is easy to 
forget. 
 

               Deferring Enrollment       
 
Some students are not ready to embrace college immediately after high school.  
Many colleges recognize this by allowing you to defer enrollment. When you 
defer, you are accepted and agree to enroll in school later (usually the 
subsequent semester or year). 
 
Why Students Defer Enrollment 
 Students defer enrollment for many reasons. Some want to travel, others take community 

service jobs, others work to save money for school. 
 It is a shrewd strategy to apply to college during high school, even if you are not sure you 

want to go right away. That way, you will be done with the legwork. When you are ready to 
continue your education, you will have a spot at the college you want to attend. 
 

The Process -Every college has its own process, but this is an overview of how it generally 
works: 
 First, make a request in writing to the admissions office. Explain why you need time off 

(most schools require you to have a specific and substantive activity planned). Keep in mind 
that there is often a set deadline for making this request. 

 Depending on the school, you can request between one semester and two years off. You will 
probably be required to hold your spot with a deposit. 

 Some schools will want your deferment request with your application; others will have you 
wait until you have been accepted. You might be required to document your time spent away 
from school and present that information in writing when you return. 
 

Back to School 
 Find out now what you will need to do when you begin college, whether it is registering for 

classes or signing up for freshman orientation programs.  
 Make sure not to miss any deadlines. 
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One last thought: A college student who defers enrollment is still a college student. That status 
can help you gain access to internships and loads of interesting programs around the world. Take 
advantage of these opportunities, use your time away wisely and you'll return to school focused 
and refreshed. 

 
Waitlisted     
Acceptances are rolling in but you still have not heard from your first–
choice school. Then it happens. You get waitlisted. It seems unkind for a 
college to say, "No, but if something opens up, we'll let you know." It is an 
emotionally rocky time, and this type of uncertainty does not help. Should 
you rest your hopes in a long–shot or commit to your #2?   
 

Here are some answers to help you chart your next move: 
 
If You Want the Fairy Tale 
 If you really want to attend a school that waitlisted you, you must communicate that message 

quickly and clearly. 
 Write a letter or email and ask that it be included in your file. State in no uncertain terms 

(assuming you mean it) that if you are accepted, you will without question attend. It is 
important to mention specific reasons why you continue to believe the school is the best fit 
for you. 

 Request an interview, even if you interviewed with the school already. Face time makes a 
difference. Use this opportunity to showcase your most recent accomplishments (awards or 
quarterly grades) and to reiterate your commitment to attend the school if chosen. 

 Lastly, do not let your grades slip even a bit. 
 

Be Realistic 
 If you are put on the waiting list, you are at the mercy of the college. You cannot be sure if 

they will or will not call upon you.  
 Your best bet is to commit to your second choice (assuming the deposit deadline hits before 

your first–choice has rendered a final verdict–and it almost always will). You can still attend 
your preferred school if they admit you, though you will lose your deposit. 
 

Start Over Next Year? 
 You might feel tempted to take a year off from academics altogether and apply to your first–

choice school again next year. We caution against this route!  
 It is easier to transfer to the school of your choice from a less prestigious school than to start 

again from scratch (even if you spend your year off doing something productive and 
character–building). 

 Your best option is to attend your second–choice school for a year or two and work 
diligently. Earn good grades in challenging courses. 
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   Study Abroad  

With seemingly endless educational opportunities around the globe, it can be 
difficult to zero in on the right continent, let alone the best program. 

Location, Location, Location 
Would you be happier discussing globalization in Guangzhou or tracking turtles in Tahiti? Will 
your K'iche help you find a bathroom in Guatemala? How is the nightlife in Nairobi? 
 
We cannot answer these questions for you (except for the last one–it's wild). To pick a 
destination, you will need to engage in a little self–reflection. Start thinking about what you are 
hoping to get out of your time abroad. A student looking for a challenging cultural experience or 
full immersion in a new language might choose a very different location than a student looking 
for great professors or a rigorous academic schedule. 
 
Remember to keep an open mind and fully investigate your options. If you are a Francophile, 
you're probably drawn to Paris or Provence. But a program in a French–speaking African 
country could be stimulating in very different ways. Wherever you choose, it is always a good 
idea to speak to students who have studied in that country or area of the world before. Ask them 
about the good times and the bad. 
 
Find Your Best Fit Study Abroad Program 
As you begin to narrow down your locations, you will also need to think about what type of 
study abroad program you would like to attend. Your school may run its own abroad programs. 
If you attend one of these, you will probably study with students and professors from your 
school. Another option is to attend a program run by another American college or university, or 
by a private company. The final option is to enroll directly in a foreign college or university. 
Some foreign schools establish special classes solely for Americans, while others allow you to 
matriculate and study alongside local students. 
 
Your school will probably have a list of approved programs. Most colleges also have a process 
by which you can request permission to study at a program not on the list. Appeals like this can 
take time, so plan ahead. 
 
Once you know the approved options, decide how much independence you need. Some programs 
arrange virtually everything for you, from group flight to medical services to credit transfers. At 
others, especially foreign schools in which you enroll directly, much of the initiative (and work) 
is left to you. 
 
Unfortunately, there is no recognized standard of excellence for study abroad programs. 
Programs run by U.S. colleges or universities are likely to have high standards and 
accountability. There are many well-known study abroad programs run by private companies; 
still, standards can vary, so it is important to do your research. Foreign universities will probably 
treat you like one of their students, which can be a positive or a negative, depending on what you 
are looking for. Regardless, all good programs will readily put you in contact with their former 
participants. 
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Some programs are reserved for students with exceptional academic records, so keep those 
grades up! For example, you probably will not be able to study at Oxford with a 2.5 GPA. In 
addition, strong students are more likely to qualify for study abroad scholarships and grants. 

Finally, remember that each student charts a different path. Your roommates' dream semester in 
Seville might be your nightmare semester. Make sure to find the location–and the study abroad 
program–that matches your interests and personality.  

Affording Study Abroad 
Studying abroad can be expensive, but you should not have to take out a mortgage on your dorm 
room. In fact, depending on your school's policies and the cost of your study abroad program, 
you can even end up paying less than you would to stay home. There are many ways to fund 
your time overseas or across the border. Some private organizations offer scholarships, and your 
school may have special grants to help fund study abroad. If you are on financial aid, your school 
is required to extend that aid to help finance an approved program (note: get in touch with your 
financial aid officer as early as possible to discuss this). 

Here are three steps to help you minimize your costs:  

 Step 1: Get the facts from your school: 

o Speak with your study abroad advisor and financial aid officer to find out about your 
school's policies. Make sure you understand the consequences of choosing one program 
over another (i.e. your financial aid may help cover a program approved by your school, 
but not one they have never heard of). 

o Investigate whether you will pay regular tuition rates during your time abroad. This 
means you pay your home school and they pay the program. This could be a good deal or 
a bad deal, depending on whether the cost of your regular tuition is more or less than the 
cost of your study abroad program. 

o Many state schools will allow a student to go on an approved study abroad program and 
continue to pay the in-state tuition rate. If you attend an expensive private institution, you 
may be able to pay less than your regular tuition by going abroad during a semester off 
(although this could affect whether or not you earn credit for your studies). 

 Step 2: Find out how much you will really need. 

o "Cost of attendance" means the total cost (to you) of the semester or year abroad. It 
includes not only tuition and other fees charged by the study abroad program, but also all 
other necessary costs such as lodging, transportation, meals, books, health insurance and 
incidental expenses (phone cards, postcards, pitchers of Sangria). 

o Not all programs include the same items in their fees. A program that charges $10,000 
and includes full tuition and room and board may well be cheaper than one that charges 
$7,000 but includes only tuition. You should always compare the total cost of attendance 
and add any of the aforementioned expenses that are not included. 

o When comparing costs, assess the degree of support you would like. There are a number 
of "bare bones" programs that offer low prices but few services. These may be ideal for a 
mature, independent, self-motivated student who wants almost complete immersion in the 



24 
 

host culture, but not so appropriate for a student who needs a significant amount of moral 
support and advice. 

o Finally, always overestimate how much money you will spend. There are invariably 
unexpected expenses. You should not leave the U.S. without enough money to sustain 
you until you return home. It is very difficult (and potentially illegal) to find a job in 
another country, and you do not want to make that late-night phone call begging Mom for 
a wire transfer. 

 Step 3: Track down extra dollars. 
o There are many organizations that will help you finance your study abroad. These include 

your college or university (check for special grants and scholarships), the U.S. 
government (which offers grants, loans and scholarships), foreign governments interested 
in promoting study in their countries and private foundations and clubs like Rotary 
International. 

o For a complete list of resources, visit the website of NAFSA: Association of International 
Educators. 

The key to funding your study abroad is starting early. Deadlines may fall months before you 
plan to leave. So if you are planning to go abroad, meet with a financial aid advisor at your 
college now 

                                 Transferring    
Students transfer between colleges every year for a variety of valid (and not so 
valid) reasons. Transferring can be a great idea if you are sure that the new 
school offers something your current school lacks. That said, the college transfer 
process is a big hassle, and competition for open spots can be fierce. So if you are 
just hoping to score a bigger dorm room or trade up on your significant other, best to stay put.  
Also, many colleges/universities have strict timelines for transferring (many only take transfer 
applications once you  have completed your AA, and you will be forfeiting many scholarship 
opportunities as a transfer student). 
 
Why Transfer? 
 One excellent reason to transfer is because you are unhappy. You do not have to settle for 

four years of misery. With such a wide variety of schools available, you are bound to find 
one that will meet your academic and social expectations. 

 Another reason to transfer is if your current school does not have a strong program in your 
area of interest. If you have decided to be a doctor and your college has a weak pre-med 
program, do not be afraid to look elsewhere. 

 Some students who are rejected from their first-choice school attend another school with the 
intention of transferring. Others begin their education at a two-year college but ultimately 
want a four-year degree. 

 However, if your goal is simply to enroll in a college with a bigger name, you might want to 
reconsider. The difference in recognition between your old school and your new one may not 
justify the hassle of transferring. 

http://www.nafsa.org/students.sec/financial_aid_for_study
http://www.nafsa.org/students.sec/financial_aid_for_study
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 Whatever reason you have, do your research. Pay a visit to the campus of your prospective 
school and be sure to sit in on the specific classes that interest you. You do not want to find 
yourself transferring…again.  
 

Plan Your College Transfer 
 Transferring to another college is not like applying to college the first time. Your high school 

transcript and test scores will take a back seat to your college transcript. So earn strong 
grades in college if you hope to transfer (some schools will still want to see your SAT or 
ACT scores as well). 

 Colleges have different policies for transfer students but typically expect you to have 
acquired a minimum of credits. You will have a harder time transferring if you have 
completed more than two years of study, even if you abandon some of the credit you have 
accrued. 

 Of course, transferring can impact your intended graduation date or study abroad plans. Be 
aware of your prospective transfer school's rules. Not all classes/credits are transferable and 
some schools will not accept credit from a class if you earned below a C.  

 
Taking Action 
 Get recommendations from your college professors. High school recommendations are 

beneficial, but the opinion of someone who has seen you handle college coursework will 
hold more weight. Seek out professors who have taken a shine to you (especially ones within 
your academic discipline). Do not be afraid that they will be unhappy with your decision to 
leave; ultimately, educators want their students to be content. If a professor agrees to your 
request, let him or her know how much it means to you. A thank-you note goes a long way 
towards making an overworked academic feel appreciated. 

 Be mindful of deadlines. Deadlines vary from school to school, though you will probably 
need to send in an application by March or April if you're hoping to transfer in the fall.  

 
Financial Considerations  
Typically, transfer students are eligible for less scholarship funds, though some schools set aside 
money specifically for transfer students. Be sure to ask your prospective schools about their 
financial aid policies. 
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Match, Reach and Safety Schools 
There is no rule that dictates how many colleges you may apply to.  If you 
are willing to pay the application fees, you can apply to dozens.  But that is 
a poor strategy.  Take the time to research and you will be able to whittle 
your initial list down to a manageable number of schools. 
 
Once you know what you are looking for, you can start crafting a list of 
colleges that fit your specifications.  Do not include a school on your list 

that you would not be willing to attend.  As your list takes shape, include schools that fall into 
one of the following three categories: match, reach and safety. 
 
A match school is one where your academic credentials fall well within (or even exceed) the 
school’s range for the average freshman.  There are no guarantees, but it is not unreasonable to 
be accepted to several of your match schools. 
A reach school is one where your academic credentials fall below the school’s range for the 
average freshman.  Reach schools are long-shots, but they should still be possible. If you have a 
2.0 GPA, Harvard is not a reach school—it’s a dream. 
A safety school is one where your academic credentials fall above the school’s range for the 
average freshman.  You can be reasonably certain that you will be admitted to your safety 
schools. 
 
Apply to a few schools from each category (many applicants apply to around three reach schools, 
three match schools and two safety schools). Separating them will help you manage your 
expectations throughout the admissions process. And it will ensure that you set ambitious goals 
and give yourself some back-up options. 
 
Safety Schools: Your Plan B 
Unfortunate scenario #1: You are not accepted to any of your favorite schools (cue violins). 
Unfortunate scenario #2: You are accepted to one of your favorite schools, but the financial aid 
package does not sufficiently cover your need (cue entire orchestra). Every applicant, regardless 
of the strength of their candidacy, faces these possibilities. And it is for this very reason that you 
should apply to some safety schools.  
A safety school is a school that (1) you can be reasonably confident will admit you and (2) you 
are willing to attend.  That means that your safety schools will necessarily be unique to you. 
A safety school is not a school that you desperately hope you will nott have to attend.  Enrolling 
in your safety school should not feel like a prison sentence. It should offer all or most of the 
things you are looking for from your higher education. Ask yourself, “Would I be happy 
there?”  If the answer is not “yes!” find another candidate. Many state schools provide an 
excellent education and offer admission to the majority of in-state residents who meet certain 
basic academic requirements.  Remember that further down the road, you can take a second shot 
at your first-choice school with a transfer application.  
 
Financial Safety Schools 
If your school list is made up of expensive, selective schools, consider a financial safety school 
too.  Again, this is a school you can be reasonably confident will accept your application, and it’s 
a school whose tuition will be affordable even if your aid package is less than stellar. 
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Financial Aid and Admissions: 
Two Separate Processes 

When you apply for admission, you are NOT applying for financial aid. These 
are two distinct procedures, although some colleges or universities do submit 
your admission application to their merit scholarship application process. (You 

will need to check with each school that you apply to and ensure you have applied for their 
financial aid). If you are accepted to a school, enroll and do nothing else, you may limit or forfeit 
financial assistance. Also, keep in mind that school-based scholarships have deadlines. Lots of 
colleges will automatically consider you for their school-based scholarships when you apply—it 
is your application for admission that triggers the process. Yet their scholarship deadline might 
precede their admissions deadline. Each school has its own policies and procedures, so it is your 
responsibility to ensure that you research your intended school’s financial aid department and 
understand the application process for that school. 
 
Although many colleges and universities utilize your admission application for consideration for 
their merit scholarships, you must apply for any other financial aid, including any scholarships 
that are need-based. To be considered for most financial aid, including loans, you must complete 
a FAFSA (free application for federal student aid). You will fill out the paperwork after January 
of your senior year. On your FAFSA, you will indicate those schools with whom you want to 
share the results. Only after you are accepted will the financial aid office examine your FAFSA 
results and build an award package to (hopefully) meet your need. 
 
Again, if you have not submitted a FAFSA or have not sent the results to a school that 
accepts you, their financial aid office will do nothing. 
 
Do not let this happen to you! Know which forms are required for each school to which you 
intend to apply. Many selective schools require additional paperwork. Promptly complete and 
submit all the required forms and if necessary, follow up with the schools as to your status. 

 
FAFSA 101 

The federal government awarded more than $125 billion in financial aid last year.  If you want a 
share of next year’s funds, you must complete the free application for federal student aid 
(FAFSA). This cannot be completed until after January 1st, so you do not need to worry about it 
right now in the Fall. You just need to be aware of what next steps you will need to do for 
financial aid. Please note that effective Fall 2011, all Bright Futures Scholarship recipients must 
complete a FAFSA. Also, make sure that you are on the official website www.fafsa.ed.gov/ and 
not one of the websites that charge. It is the FREE application for federal student aid. 
 
What is the FAFSA?  The FAFSA is a long (roughly 100 questions), comprehensive 
document.  You only need to submit a single FAFSA; the government shares the information 
with your chosen schools.  Most of the questions ask for details about you and your family’s 
income and assets, and some ask for things like the size of your household and how many family 
members currently attend school. The government analyzes your application to determine how 
much money your family can afford to pay for your education.  The figure they arrive at is called 
your expected family contribution (EFC).   
 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
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When do I complete a FAFSA? Students may complete a FAFSA any time after January 
1st.   The schools to which you apply will use the results to build an award package for fall of 
that calendar year and for spring and summer of the next calendar year. Take note: A student 
must complete a FAFSA for each year of school they will attend.  You will complete your 
application and update it online. 
 
What types of federal aid may I receive? 
Basically, it comes down to three varieties: federally (and state) sponsored grants, loans and 
work-study (funds for a part-time job at your school).  Your awards will vary from school to 
school, in size and combination of aid types. You may also receive scholarships, but those 
require that you submit applications for each specific scholarship. The FAFSA only allows your 
information to be reviewed for grants, loans and work-study. Many scholarships will require 
proof of need, so your FAFSA will be important in your scholarship search. 
 
Grants 
A grant is an award that you don't have to pay back. Along with scholarships, grants are one of 
the most attractive types of aid. If your chosen school offers you a grant, accept it! 
A grant by any name is fantastic: 
The Pell Grant and the FSEOG are offered to students based solely on exceptional need. 
The Teach Grant is an award to benefit current and prospective teachers with demonstrated need. 
The Academic Competitiveness Grant (ACG) is awarded to (Pell-eligible) students who 
complete a rigorous high school program. To renew the grant, a student must maintain a 3.0 
GPA during their first academic year. 
The National SMART Grant is available during the third and fourth years of undergraduate study 
to full-time (Pell-eligible) students who are majoring in physical, life, or computer sciences, 
mathematics, technology, or engineering or in a foreign language determined critical to national 
security. Students must maintain a 3.0 GPA. 
Loans 
Most families borrow money to help defray the cost of education. In fact, the greatest portion of 
federal student aid comes in the form of loans. Loans may not be as attractive as grants or 
scholarships, but do not dismiss them outright. A government–sponsored loan is one of the best 
deals in town. 
Perkins Loans are offered to undergraduate and graduate students with exceptional financial 
need. Perkins loans are subsidized, meaning the government pays the 5% interest while you 
attend school. (In other words, you borrow $1,000. After a year, the loan's value is $1,050. The 
government pays the $50 interest; you still owe $1,000). Repayment begins 9 months after you 
graduate, after you leave school or if you drop below half-time status. 
Stafford Loans are the most common type of aid conferred to undergraduate and graduate 
students. They come in two varieties: subsidized and unsubsidized. All students with need may 
receive unsubsidized Stafford loans. The interest rate on a Stafford loan changes each year, but 
the rate is capped by the federal government. Repayment begins 6 months after you graduate, 
after you leave school or if you drop below half-time status. 
Parent PLUS Loans are for parents of dependent undergraduates only. They have reasonable, 
fixed interest rates (those disbursed after July 1, 2006), but they are higher than the rates for both 
the Perkins and the Stafford. Repayment of these loans begins 60 days after the money is 
disbursed. Parents may borrow up to the cost of attendance minus all other aid. Unlike the 
Perkins or Stafford loans, eligibility relies on a good credit history. If a parent cannot secure a 
PLUS loan, the student may qualify for an increase in the limit to their unsubsidized Stafford. 

http://www.princetonreview.com/federal-grants.aspx
http://www.princetonreview.com/federal-student-loans.aspx
http://studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/PellGrants.jsp
http://studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/FSEOG.jsp
http://studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/TEACH.jsp
http://studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/AcademicGrants.jsp
http://studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/SmartGrants.jsp
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Federal Student Aid Timeline 

If you choose to apply for federal student aid (which we recommend you do), you must complete 
and submit your Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) as soon as you can – after 
January 1st. Your chosen schools will use the results of that FAFSA to build an award package 
for the fall of the same calendar year and the spring of the next calendar year. 
 
Things to remember: 
 Bright Futures Scholarship recipients are now required to complete a FAFSA in order to 

receive their award. 
 You need to complete and submit the FAFSA for each year that you attend school. Three 

years at school means completing a FAFSA three times. 
 The government accepts and processes FAFSAs well into the summer, but the schools you 

apply to will have more aggressive timelines.  
 Be aware of your chosen schools' financial aid deadlines ahead of time and schedule yourself 

to meet them. (It is not uncommon for schools to require additional forms, as well.) 
The graphic below represents the timetable described above. 
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  Dependency Status 
When you apply for federal student aid, the government determines how much 
you and your family can afford to contribute toward the cost of attendance. 
This simple rule applies: the more money your family has, the more you can 
afford to pay. Most college–bound students have very little of their own 
money.  However, your parents are expected to foot some of the bill. But in 
some circumstances (according to Section 2 of the FAFSA), a student's parents' income and 
assets will NOT be considered. 
If you can answer yes to any of the following questions at the time you complete the FAFSA, 
you will not have to provide parental information. 
 Will you be 24 years old in the calendar year? 
 At the beginning of the school year, will you be working on a master's or doctortal 

program (such as an MA, MBA, MD, JD, PhD, EdD, or graduate certificate, etc.)? 
 As of today, are you married? 
 Do you have children who receive more than half of their support from you? 
 Do you have dependents other than your children/spouse who live with you and who 

receive more than half of their support from you, now and through June 30th? 
 Are (a) both of your parents deceased, or (b) are you (or were you until age 18) a 

ward/dependent of the court? 
 Are you currently serving on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces for purposes other 

than training? 
 Are you a veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces? 

 
 
Need-Based Vs Merit-Based  
 
Two students apply for federal student aid–a mediocre student and a high–
achieving student. Which applicant will receive a higher award? 

A.) The mediocre student 
B) The high-achieving student 
C) The student who applied first 
D) The better-looking student 
E) Cannot determine from the information given 
Are you holding an intense internal debate, vacillating between C and D? Well, you might be 
surprised to learn that the correct answer is actually E. Federal student aid is need–based. That 
means it does not discriminate by any factor apart from need. Eligibility is based solely on the 
assets and income of the prospective student and his or her family. Factors such as test scores 
or athletic ability have no bearing on any aid designated need–based. 
 
On the other side of the coin is merit–based aid. Merit includes a variety of categories: academic, 
artistic, athletic, and the list goes on. Scholarships are the most common type of merit–based 
aid (though some do have a need-based component). Assuming that need is not a condition, a 
student with extensive assets and income is just as entitled to a merit-based award as a student 
with limited assets and income. 
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For the far majority of students, the chief source of financial aid will be need–based aid. 
However, it's important to educate yourself on the variety of assistance available. Regardless of 
your economic situation, take every opportunity to lessen the financial burden. 

When Cost is a Factor 
There are certain characteristics you want the school you attend to have: a top–
notch program, a respected reputation, even a desirable location. And then there 
is the cost. We all want low cost. Private and public schools' tuitions are 
increasing dramatically. The growing fear among applicants is that they will be 
accepted to their first–choice school but not have the means to pay for it. Some students do not 
consider schools whose price tags are high. That's a mistake! 

When you are deciding which school to attend, consider the cost. When you are deciding to 
which schools you will apply, cost should take a backseat (for now). When you are creating 
your school list, consider many things, but at this point, cost should not be a take–it–or–leave–it 
factor. What you are expected to contribute could be far less than the cost of attendance. 
Sometimes, your out-of-pocket costs may be less at a school with a higher sticker price than a 
school with lower sticker price. How? 

Financial Aid Enters the Picture 
With a financial aid award, your ultimate, out–of–pocket costs may dramatically decrease from 
the original sticker price. Some schools offer more generous award packages than others. Some 
award packages will be less loan–heavy than others. And some will cover more or all of your 
need than others. The bottom line is that you won't know what your financial obligation will be 
until after you (1) are accepted, (2) apply for financial aid and (3) receive your award package. 
Only then will you have all the information (financial too) to decide which school is the best 
choice to attend. 
 
Making Your School List With $ in Mind  
We wish we could say, "You can completely ignore the cost when deciding where to apply." We 
cannot do that. There is no way to be certain that you will receive a generous, comprehensive 
award package that will leave you with plenty of money for Friday night socials. Just as you 
apply to expensive schools with the hope of a handsome award package, you should also apply 
to reasonably priced schools (or financial safety schools) in the event that your award package 
falls short of your expectations. The best financial safety schools are ones that you would happily 
attend if your other choices do not pan out. 
 
Early Decision – Financial Aid 
You have found your dream school, a college with the exact program, size and location that you 
have been searching for. Confident with your selection, you decide to get a jump on admissions 
and apply early. However, this might not be a shrewd idea, particularly if you have financial 
need.  Under the early decision policy, an applicant applies to a single college and commits to 
enrolling if accepted. The benefit is that you can be admitted to your first choice before the 
holidays and forgo all other applications (not to mention time, money and stress). But there is a 
considerable downside. You must wait until January 1st to apply for federal student aid. And 
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while you wait, application deadlines for other schools start to pass. When your award finally 
arrives, if it does not adequately cover your need, your options are few. The school will surely 
release you from your commitment, but by that time, freshman classes at other schools will be 
filling and the aid pool will be getting smaller. Apply early decision only if you are absolutely 
certain about your choice of school and only if financial aid is NOT a concern. 
 
On the other hand, admission via early action is non–binding. While you can bask in the joy of 
an acceptance, you're still able to apply to other schools in a timely manner. And you will have 
plenty of opportunity to compare multiple award packages. 
 

      Avenues for Getting More Aid  
It's all in the timing… The money a school has to offer is not without limit! Do not 
put your education in jeopardy by procrastinating. Complete the free application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) sooner rather than later to be considered for a full aid 

package. You can apply any time after January 1. Keep in mind that the FAFSA requires 
information found directly on your tax forms which means you should file early to apply early.  

Drop a line… Colleges themselves offer scholarships to their students. Once you solidify your 
list of schools, visit their respective websites and peruse their offerings. Be aware that some 
scholarships require a separate application and some keep distinct deadlines. Careful – a few 
scholarship deadlines might arrive before an admissions deadline.  

Getting to know you… Do not be afraid to call the financial aid office should questions arise. A 
simple inquiry may lead to a conversation with the very person that will build your aid package. 
Down the road, if you decide to appeal your offer, this is the individual to whom you would go. 
If you ultimately attend this school, when you reapply in subsequent years (yes– this is an annual 
process), this is the individual that can help.  

Buried Treasure… Leave no stone unturned in the hunt for college capital. Woefully, you will 
never find an "X" marking the spot but some careful research in the right places can make all the 
difference. Talk to your family, community leaders, coaches, civic organizations, your Aunt 
Polly's union, even the minister of your church. After you talk to that crowd of folks, try visiting 
the multitude of websites with scholarship searches (including The Princeton Review's). A word 
of advice: Do not pay anyone for help finding scholarships. There are plenty of free 
scholarship search tools.  
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Appealing Your Award Package  
All those hours spent perfecting your application paid off; you received that 
coveted envelope from your top college.  There is just one problem, you 
have been offered a less than stellar aid package.  Before you panic and post 
your organs on eBay, consider another option. . If the only thing keeping 
you from attending your first choice school is an aid package that falls short, 
strongly consider appealing. 

Your financial aid letter is an offer.  And it is an offer you are under no obligation to accept. You 
can turn down a portion or even reject the award in its entirety (though we guess that is unlikely). 
You can also suggest alternatives.  This is called “appealing” for more financial aid. Be polite 
and be prepared. Discuss any unique circumstance that you fear they have overlooked. If a 
competing college offers a more generous package, the financial aid officer may consider that 
factor. The aid office probably will not change your estimated family contribution (EFC), but 
they may consider replacing loans with grants or exchange unsubsidized loans for subsidized 
loans.  

If one of your first choice schools did not award you enough money, it is worth a shot to appeal 
your offer. You have nothing to lose – a college will not rescind your acceptance because you 
want to appeal.  In fact, when other admitted students decide to enroll elsewhere, award money 
earmarked for them becomes available. 

Before you commit to enrolling, contact the financial aid office.  Here are good points to keep in 
mind: 

 Follow the school’s rules!  Some colleges have specific procedures to request additional 
funds.  These will require your diligent attention and your painstaking follow-through.  

 When you make the call, explain that you have been accepted and received an offer of 
financial aid.  Let the officer know that you want to enroll but are concerned about either 
unmet need or excessive loan debt.   

 Be friendly, polite and sincere.  Do not use words like “bargain” or “negotiate.”  Also, do not 
forget to make your requests before the deadline written on your award letter!  

 Most schools will not alter the expected family contribution unless there was a change in 
circumstance (such as the loss of a job, divorce or death).  Colleges will be more willing to 
modify your award to cover any “unmet need.”   Another alternative is changing a portion of 
your loans from unsubsidized to subsidized.  

Answers Will Vary 
Appealing your award is NOT sure thing.  Colleges will have varying responses, dependent upon 
your reasoning and their ability to adjust the circumstances.  Many times they are not able to 
offer any changes, but the only way you will know is if you ask. 

 
Comparing Award Packages  

The fat envelopes have arrived! You have been admitted to several of your 
chosen schools – congrats! If you have submitted a FAFSA, it will not be too 
long before you receive additional mail – your award offers. Examine each 
carefully; a cursory glance at the figures can be misleading. Your aid packages 
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are designed to bridge the gap between what college costs and what you and your family can 
afford to contribute.  

When you review and compare award packages, there are two criteria to take into account: (1) 
how much of your need is being met and (2) how your need is being met. The total size of 
your package is not a good measure of its value! Sound contradictory? Read the award scenarios 
below.  

Two colleges offer you admission: Jefferson and Roosevelt. Their costs of attendance are 
respectively $20,000 and $40,000. And let's say that your estimated family contribution (EFC) is 
$9,000. Here's the breakdown: 

  Jefferson Roosevelt 
Cost of 
Attendance $20,000 $40,000 

Your EFC $9,000 $9,000 
Your Need $11,000 $31,000 

Your EFC always remains the same. Your need, on the other hand, varies dramatically. Let's see 
how this plays out when your award arrives. 

 Jefferson Roosevelt 
Your 
Financial 
Award 

$11,000 $25,000 

 
Roosevelt offers a hefty award package - more than double the amount offered by Jefferson. But 
there's a problem. Roosevelt has not met all of your need. If you decide to enroll in Roosevelt, 
you will need to pay $9,000 to cover your EFC and another $6,000 in unmet need. Jefferson, on 
the other hand, has met your entire need. In this instance, the bigger award is not the better 
award. 

  Jefferson Roosevelt 
Your 
Financial 
Award 

$7,000 $31,000 

Now as you probably recall, the cost of attendance is much higher at Roosevelt than it is at 
Jefferson. But when you factor in their award package, the more expensive school becomes the 
more affordable school!  

 Jefferson Roosevelt 
Grants $1,500 $0 
Scholarship $4,500 $10,000 
Work 
Study $500 $1,000 

Loans $1,500 $20,000 
Total 
Awards $8,000 $31,000 
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This scenario should give you pause. Lincoln didn't meet your entire need. After $6,000 EFC, 
you will need to come up with an additional $3,000, probably from a private education loan. 
Roosevelt has met your entire need, but the award is very loan-–heavy. So which award package 
is the better one? In this case, that's entirely you and your family's decision. 

Making a Decision 

Let's reiterate. When you review and compare award packages, the two 
criteria to take account of are: (1) how much of your need is being met 
and (2) how your need is being met. These are the financial 
considerations. If your dream school's award offer is loan-heavy, should 

you go to your second choice? If your dream school does not cover your entire need, should you 
borrow even more with a private loan? Only you and your family can answer these questions.  

Our advice: Before you accept an award offer and enroll in college, be sure you know what you 
are committing to and the consequences of your decision. You applied to several schools and 
received admission offers.  

You assessed several award packages and chose your intended school. If you are like most 
students and their families, you plan to borrow money through the Stafford Loan Program to help 
to pay for your education. Lest you be overcome by the tuition blues, you should view The 
Stafford Loan as an investment in your future. You do not actually see the money or get a check 
in the mail when you are awarded a Stafford loan. How you receive that money depends on 
whether your school is (1) a direct lending school or (2) a part of the Federal Family 
Education Loan Program (FFELP).  

A direct lending school removes the "middle–man" from the equation, allowing families to 
obtain education loans without using a bank, credit union or private lender. Simply put – there's 
just you, your institution, and the federal government. If you attend such a school, you'll take out 
your federal loans through the school itself. However, if you still need additional funding, you 
may use private lenders for alternative loans to supplement your aid package.  

With the Direct Loan program, your university will act as the loan's originator. Direct lending 
schools offer an Income Contingent Repayment option in which the size of your monthly 
payments will be determined by your total income. You will repay the loan directly to the 
government, and it will never be sold to another bank. Therefore, you will have a single contact 
number should questions arise during your repayment period.  

Conversely, if your school is not a Direct Lender, it belongs to the FFELP and you must use 
private lenders to obtain your federal education loans. The private lender you choose is entirely 
up to you. Many schools maintain relationships with lenders who in turn, appear on the school's 
preferred lender list. Even though a school might encourage you to use one of their preferred 
lenders for both federal and alternative loans, you are under no obligation to do so. 

 Before you sign a promissory note committing yourself to a lender, do your homework. All 
lenders are not created equally. Be completely aware of your options and compare the terms of 
competing lenders. Some may waive origination fees or offer lower rates while others promise 

http://www.princetonreview.com/unmet-need-private-loans.aspx
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discounts at repayment or reductions for periods of timely payments. Take the time to determine 
which terms suit you best and be confident with your decision.  

Unmet Need and Private Loans 
One of the greatest worries applicants have is that they will be accepted to 
their dream school and not have the money to pay for it. Though financial 
aid attempts to bridge the gap between what school costs and what you can 
afford, it does not always succeed. If this happens to you, consider a private 
loan. This is an option you should consider only after you have received 
every penny possible from the federal loan programs available and you have appealed your 
award offer from your chosen school While they will not be as good a deal as Stafford or PLUS 
loans, a well-chosen private loan can be a smart investment.  

If this is something you are contemplating, here are some facts you should know:  

 You do not need to complete a FAFSA to apply for a private loan. 
 Unlike government–sponsored loans, private loans have variable interest rates. This means 

that interest rates can fluctuate in both directions. 
 Your credit score can influence your eligibility and the interest rate on a private loan. 
 You may be able to borrow more than the cost of attendance, but that would be unwise! Do 

NOT borrow more than you need. 
 Private education loans are made to students. A student with a co–signer will probably get a 

better rate than a student without one. 
 You will usually have the option to defer payments until you finish school. 

Private loans usually offer longer repayment periods (20 – 25 years rather than 10 years).. 

 Most students borrow money to pay for their education. The greater your need, the more 
difficult the decision to borrow becomes. While you should never borrow more than you are 
comfortable owing, a smart, private education loan can represent a real solution to a financial 
hurdle 

Scholarship Search 
The scholarship search is a significant undertaking; it is not something you can 
accomplish on a Saturday afternoon. Though applications and requirements may 
vary from year to year, it is never too early to begin. 
 

Here are five things you can do to jumpstart your search and yield strong results: 
 
Check Your Prospective Schools 
Go to their website or call the financial aid office. If you meet the qualifications, find out how to 
apply. Do not assume that by applying for admission, you are applying for scholarships. It is 
often a separate process. Be aware that scholarship deadlines can be different from those set for 
the admissions application. In fact, some schools ask you to submit an application for 
scholarships prior to your application for admissions. 
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Inquire With Your Academic Advisor 
If you are currently a Dual Enrollment student, you likely have access to an advisor or counselor. 
Take advantage! He or she may know about a scholarship that is a good fit for you. If there is a 
dedicated office for students heading to college or graduate school, find out what services they 
offer their students. 
 
Research Local Community Groups 
Do you belong to a church group or a local chapter of some national club? Are either of your 
parents a member of a union? Does either of them work for a large corporation? Many of these 
organizations offer scholarships to members and their children.  
 
Try Online 
When using a search engine, we recommend you refine your search. Simply typing in 
"scholarships" will yield thousands upon thousands of hits. Use qualifiers such as specific 
schools and programs of study to help narrow the field.  
A word of caution: You should never pay money to investigate scholarships. Scholarship 
providers don't offer their awards to students who pay to find them; they offer them to all 
students. 
 
Be Keenly Aware of Deadlines 
Deadlines vary by scholarship; some are the summer before your senior year, others in the fall or 
as late as spring. To stay organized and keep track of due dates, we recommend keeping a 
calendar, and making your earliest deadline the deadline for all of your applications. Finally (and 
this cannot be stressed enough), do not miss your deadlines. You will have no recourse if your 
application arrives late, and you will have zero chance of receiving that award. 
 
A final word: You may review 100 scholarships before you find one that applies to you. Be 
patient and stay the course. Eventually you will uncover a good match. And you will appreciate 
all your research when you secure some funds! 

 
WEB SITES FOR SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION: 
Just starting?  Check out www.scholarshiphelp.org for useful suggestions: 
excellent place to begin. 
 
www.fastweb.com (offers free search of over 600,000 scholarships and 4,000 
colleges – excellent source for scholarship/financial aid information) 

www.facts.org (set up by FL Dept. of Ed. to assist parents and students with state scholarships, 
financial aid, admission requirements, post-secondary program.)  
www.mystudentedge.com (access code – YPCYXKHX) – Peterson guide to colleges, 
scholarships, excellent resource 
www.MyMajors.com (assists students with college planning for limited number of colleges-free 
service) 
www.college-scholarships.com (lists numerous available scholarships) 
www.uncf.org (United Negro College Fund) 
www.studentscholarshipsearch.com updated list of scholarships 
 
CAUTION: There are several companies that charge a fee for researching scholarships.  
Any organization or scholarship that provides “guarantees” or requires a fee for service 

http://www.scholarshiphelp.org/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.facts.org/
http://www.mystudentedge.com/
http://www.mymajors.com/
http://www.college-scholarships.com/
http://www.uncf.org/
http://www.studentscholarshipsearch.com/
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could be a SCAM.  NEVER PROVIDE YOUR BANK ACCOUNT NUMBER FOR ANY 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM.  BE AWARE THAT COMPANIES MAY USE YOUR 
ADDRESS FOR FURTHER ADVERTISEMENT SOLICITATION. 

 
Make sure you bring a copy of any awards you receive (even from schools that you are not 
planning on attending) to Guidance, so that we can recognize all your awards during our 
Award Ceremony next Spring. 
 
 

BRIGHT FUTURES SCHOLARSHIPS: 
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/pdf/bf_brochure.pdf 

 
In order to be considered for the FBFS, you must register online after December 1st  of your 
senior year at www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org.  You should NOT wait until you have taken 
the college entrance exams (ACT/SAT) to register. However, testing will need to be completed 
by the end of December if you wish to have an early eligibility evaluation (seventh term 
evaluation) and by the June test dates to qualify for the BFS.   
 
REGISTRATION FOR THE BFS IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EACH SENIOR.    
 
Please see Appendix B for Bright Futures Chart 
 
 

 
 

ORDERING TRANSCRIPTS: 
Requests for official transcripts should be submitted to Mr. Crisci, 
Registrar, in Guidance.  Request transcripts in a timely fashion – allow 2-3 

days.  Note: Please request a student copy before you request official transcripts be sent. Check 
your transcript thoroughly to make sure it is correct (name, address, SSN, DOB, courses and 
grades, etc.) 
 
It is your responsibility to ensure your transcripts are sent. You can request these by filling 
out the Transcript Request Form, available in the Registrar’s (Mr. Crisci) office. If they 
can be sent electronically, Mr. Crisci will send them. If a hard copy must be sent, Mr. 
Crisci will put your transcript in an envelope, seal it and stamp across the seal. It is your 
responsibility to pick it up and mail it to your intended school.  Do NOT break the seal, or 
the transcript is no longer official. A recommendation for transcripts being mailed is to 
place the envelope with your transcript in it into a larger envelope for mailing. That way, 
the seal will not be accidentally broken as the envelop e runs through the postal machines. 
If you have taken Dual Enrollment courses, you will need to request your IRSC transcripts 
from IRSC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/pdf/bf_brochure.pdf
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/
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ACT/ SAT TEST DATES: 
 

SAT 

Test Dates and Registration Deadlines 

2012-13 Test Dates 
Regular Registration Deadline 

(postmark/submit by) 

Oct 6, 2012  Sept 7th 

Oct 17, 2012 *PSAT  TBD 

Oct 20, 2012 *PSAT  TBD 

Nov 3, 2012  Oct 4th 

Dec 1, 2012  TBD 

Jan 26, 2013  TBD 

Mar 9, 2013  TBD 

May 4, 2013  TBD 

June 1, 2013  TBD 

ACT 

Test Dates and Registration Deadlines 

2012-13 Test Dates 
Regular Registration Deadline 

(postmark/submit by) 

Sept 8, 2012 Aug 17 4, 2012 

Oct 27, 2012 Sept 21, 2012 

Dec 8, 2012 Nov 2, 2012 

Feb 9, 2013 Jan 11, 2013 

April 13, 2013 Mar 8, 2013 

June 8, 2013 May 3, 2013 
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Resume Template 
Name 

Address 
Telephone Number          Email Addresss 

Objective/Goals: 
 
 
 
Education: (Do not list your GPA and classes. Tell your general education plan, i.e. Honors, 
Dual Enrollment, IB, AP, etc. and how your education is helping you reach your goals). 
 
 
Extracurricular Activities: 
 
 
Honors and Awards: 
 
 
Skills and Abilities (Foreign Languages, Technical and Computer Skills, Performing and Visual 
Arts Skills, etc.) 
 
 
Community Service/Volunteer Work: (Do not list number of hours. Tell how your service 
impacted  you and your plans for the future). 
 
 
Work Experience: (Very important.- Colleges recognize that students may have to forgo 
extracurricular activities due to employment demands. Again, do not just list the job, but how it 
is impacting your decisions about your future plans). 
 
 
 
Additional (Hardships, Negative issues you have learned from and overcome. Do not whine 
about hardships, but explain how they have helped you learn how to overcome obstacles and 
continue reaching for your goals. 
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Appendix A: Senior Credit Checklist 
 
Graduation Requirements 
_____  I have reviewed and received a copy of my academic history for my credit check. 
            I am aware of the graduation requirements as explained on _____________. 
 
______I understand that specific credits are required to graduate from Lincoln Park  
            Academy (credits that are not required at other high schools). 
 
_____ I understand that a grade point average of 2.0 is required to graduate.  
 
_____ I understand that I will receive a Standard Diploma if I complete the required  
           credits, have a minimum 2.0 Core GPA and pass the FCAT Reading and Math.  
 
_____ I understand that I will receive a Certificate of Completion if I meet all graduation  
            requirements with the exception of passing the FCAT.  I will be able to participate  
            in graduation ceremonies if I am to receive a Certificate of Completion. 
 
_____ I understand that all Academic Awards are based upon the weighted GPA at the  
           end of the 7th semester of high school (senior year 1st semester).  This includes  
           Class Rank ( including Valedictorian, Salutatorian and Top Ten) and Honors (3.0- 
           3.79 GPA) /High Honors (3.8 and above). 
 
_____ I am aware that four credits in mathematics at the Algebra I or higher level are 
            required for graduation. 
 
_____ It is my responsibility to submit grades for courses taken at IRSC, FLVS and 
            elsewhere used to satisfy a graduation requirement. 
 
_____  It is my responsibility to monitor my grades using the Skyward Information  
 System. I know my username and password. 
 
_____ I understand that I am the one ultimately responsible for being on track to  
            graduate. 
 
_____ If I have not passed the FCAT it is my responsibility to take the SAT and/or ACT. 
          The concordant score for the SAT is 420 in reading, 340 in math. The ACT score  
           is 18 in reading and 15 in math. 
 
Transcripts 
_____ I am aware that transcripts must be obtained from the registrar. I also understand  
            that it is my responsibility to obtain a “student copy” (before sending transcripts  
            out) in order to review for errors. I must notify the registrar of any errors. 
 
____   I understand that it is my responsibility to request that transcripts be sent  
          electronically. I also understand that it is my responsibility to mail any transcripts  
          that cannot be sent electronically. It is not my guidance counselor or teacher’s  
          responsibility. 
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Scholarships/Bright Futures 
_____ I am aware that the state of Florida no longer provides an information brochure 

explaining the requirements for Florida Bright Futures scholarships.  That information 
can be found at https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/pdf/bf_brochure.pdf  
 

_____ I am aware that I can apply for Florida Bright Futures starting on December 1,    
           2012. I understand that it is my responsibility to do so, and that I must have it  
           completed prior to graduation. 
 
_____ It is my responsibility to apply for the Free Application For Federal Student 
           Financial Aid at www.fafsa.ed.gov starting January 1, 2013. 
 
_____ I understand that it is my responsibility to check the Guidance tab on the LPA  
           Website for information and links for financial aid, scholarships and other  
           college/postsecondary information. 
 
_____ I understand that it is my responsibility to check the front desk for the monthly  
           Scholarship bulletin. 
 
_____ I understand that it is my responsibility to seek out Scholarship and other  
          Financial Aid opportunities from the college or university I will attend.  
 
_____ I understand that it is my responsibility to seek out Scholarships offered by  
           organizations other than the college or university I will attend.  
 
_____I am aware that I should never pay a fee to apply for a scholarship. 
 
_____ I am aware that I should check the St. Lucie County School Board website for the  
           SLC Education Foundation Class of 2013 Scholarship Guide – usually available  
          online in  November. I understand it is my responsibility to apply for the scholarships  
          offered in this guide. 
 
Senior Events, Information, Deadlines, etc. 
______ I understand that it is my responsibility to keep track of senior events,  
             information and deadlines. I understand that Mr. Gray and Ms.Aglialoro are the  
             Senior Class Sponsors and will post this information, but I am responsible for  
             ensuring that I am aware of these events and dates. 
 
Senior Parent Night – Thursday October 4– 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
______ I have received an invitation for my parents for Senior Parent Night. I  
            understand that it is my responsibility to review the documents provided today  
            (Senior Handbook and my Graduation Requirement report) with my      
             parents prior to the Senior Parent Night meeting. 
  
 
Signature ________________________________________    Date _____________________ 

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/pdf/bf_brochure.pdf
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


Bright Futures Initial Eligibility (Columns A-D) and Scholarship Award Information (Columns E-K) by High School Graduation Year 
FAS = Florida Academic Scholars  FMS = Florida Medallion Scholars  GSV = Gold Seal Vocational  

           
Initial  Scholarship Award  

Student’s 

 

Score 
Earn 

 

 
Required 
Score to Earn  

2 
 

 

 

Initial  
 

st (1   academic  
after high 

 

 
Number of 

Hours of 
 

 
Number of GSV Hours  

Funding  

 
Number of 
to Receive  

 
 

 
Number 

Years 

 

 
 
 

 
FAS/FMS 

Study 
 

 
 

and  

 
 

1270  
28  

 
 

970 SAT/  20 
HE =  

 

 
FAS = 75 
FMS = 0 
GSV = 0  

 
 

and  

 
 

110% of program of 
up to 132 credit  

 
 
110% of program of 

up to 90 credit  

 
Must receive 

funding within 
years of  

 

 
Up to 7 

from 

 

 
 
For insufficient  

and insufficient  

 

 
Yes, if first 
degree earned in 

academic year or  

 
 
 

 

 
 

1270  
28  

 
 

970 SAT/  20 
HE =  

 

 
FAS = 75 
FMS = 0 
GSV = 0  

 
 
 

 

 
 

100% of program of 
up to 120 credit  

 
 
100% of program of 

up to 90 credit  

 
Must receive 

funding within 
years of  

 

 
Up to 7 

from 

 

 
For insufficient 
in 1st year of 

 

 

 
Yes, if first 
degree earned in 

academic year or  

 
 
 

 

 
 

1270  
28  

 
 

970 SAT/  20 
HE =  

 

 
FAS = 75 
FMS = 0 
GSV = 0  

 
 
 

2011-12 3 

 
 

100% of program of 
up to 120 credit  

 
 
100% of program of 

up to 90 credit  

 
Must receive 

funding within 
years of  

 

 
Up to 5 

from 

 

 
For insufficient 
in 1st year of 

 

 

 
Yes, if first 
degree earned in 

academic year or  

 
 
 

 

 
 

1270  
28  

 
 

980 SAT/  21 
HE =  

 

 
FAS = 100 
FMS = 75 
GSV = 30  

 
 
 

 

 
 

100% of program of 
up to 120 credit  

 
100% of program of 

up to 72 credit hours  
AS, AAS, CCC or  
60 credits hours in  

 
Must receive 

funding within 
years of  

 

 
Up to 5 

from 

 

 
For insufficient 
in 1st year of 

 

 

 
Yes, if first 
degree earned in 

academic year or  

 
 
 

 

 
 

1280  
28  

 
 

1020 SAT/ 22 
HE =  

 

 
FAS = 100 
FMS = 75 
GSV = 30  

 
 
 

 

 
 

100% of program of 
up to 120 credit  

 
100% of program of 

up to 72 credit hours  
AS, AAS, CCC or  
60 credits hours in  

 
Must receive 

funding within 
years of  

 

 
Up to 5 

from 

 

 
For insufficient 
in 1st year of 

 

 

 
Yes, if first 
degree earned in 

academic year or  

 
 
 

 

 
 

1290  
29  

 
 

1170 SAT/ 26 
HE  

 

 
FAS = 100 
FMS = 75 
GSV = 30  

 
 
 

 

 
 

100% of program of 
up to 120 credit  

 
100% of program of 

up to 72 credit hours  
AS, AAS, CCC or  
60 credits hours in  

 
Must receive 

funding within 
years of  

 

 
Up to 5 

from 

 

 
For insufficient 
in 1st year of 

 

 

 
Yes, if first 
degree earned in 

academic year or  

 
 
 

 

 
 

1290  
29  

 
 

1170 SAT/ 26 
HE  

 

 
FAS = 100 
FMS = 75 
GSV = 30  

 
 
 

 

 
 

100% of program of 
up to 120 credit  

 
100% of program of 

up to 72 credit hours  
AS, AAS, CCC or  
60 credits hours in  

 
Must receive 

funding within 
years of  

 

 
Up to 5 

from 

 

 
For insufficient 
in 1st year of 

 

 

 
Yes, if first 
degree earned in 

academic year or  

 
 
 

 

 
 

1290  
29  

 
 

1170 SAT/ 26 
HE  

 

 
FAS = 100 
FMS = 75 
GSV = 30  

 
 
 

 

 
 

100% of program of 
up to 120 credit  

 
100% of program of 

up to 72 credit hours  
AS, AAS, CCC or  
60 credits hours in  

 
Must receive 

funding within 
years of  

 

 
Up to 5 

from 

 

 
For insufficient 
in 1st year of 

 

 

 
Yes, if first 
degree earned in 

academic year or  

 

Locate your high school graduation year in Column A to determine the requirements and conditions for your Bright Futures award. 
Refer to Complete Bright Futures Eligibility Criteria at http://www.FloridaStudentFinancialAid.org/SSFAD/bf/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1High school graduation year = the year in which the student graduated from high school.  For example, a student who graduated between September 1, 2011 and August 31, 2012 graduated in the 2011-2012 academic year. 
2Home educated students who are unable to document a college-preparatory curriculum and wish to earn an FMS award, must earn a 1070 SAT or 23 ACT; and as of 2013-14 must earn a 1220 SAT or 27 ACT. 
3 All students are required to file a complete and error-free Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) prior to disbursement. 
4Extended hours of funding are available to FAS and FMS recipients in a single program of study requiring more than 120 hours to complete. 
5Exception to the maximum number of years to begin receiving funding is made for students who are active military. 
6Students unable to complete their program after 5 academic years may be granted a 1-year extension to the renewal timeframe due to a verifiable illness or other documented emergency. 
7The award may  not be restored if it was lost due to insufficient hours prior to the  2009-10 academic year. 
8FAS & FMS scholars completing a baccalaureate degree in 2010-11 or later within 7 semesters (or equivalent hours) or fewer, may receive 1 term of graduate funding, up to 15 semester hours, paid at the undergraduate rate. 

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/bf/


Appendix C: SUS (State University System Matrix) 

Use the following pages to compare the admissions data for students entering the SUS system.  
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