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Dear Families, 

Welcome to the 2016-17 school year!  Mrs. Cindy Roach and I 

are honored to be the instructional leaders of Lawnwood Ele-

mentary School. 

We have a dedicated and skilled staff committed to developing 

College Bound Leopards through our school-wide theme 

“Unleash Your Super Power…Have a Growth Mindset!”.  

Through rigorous academics, our goal is to prepare our stu-

dents with the knowledge and skills they will need for college 

and a career.  Students will learn about their brain and how to 

apply effort and grow into successful students. 

Students will be coming home the first few weeks with many 

important documents for you to review, such as the dress code 

policy, student handbook and the code of conduct.  Please read 

all communications thoroughly and return signed forms as ap-

propriate.  Each K-5 student received a daily planner on the first 

day of school.  The planner is used to record homework assign-

ments.  It is also an excellent tool to promote parent-teacher 

communication.  Parents are encouraged to review and sign the 

planner each night.  All K-5 students have daily homework of 

reading a minimum of 30 minutes. 

There are many opportunities to become involved at Lawnwood 

Elementary.  We welcome parents to join our PTO and School 

Advisory Council.  Parents are also encouraged to volunteer at 

the school.  Contact the front office for more information. 

The beginning of the school year is always an exciting time for 

students as they meet new friends and anticipate the learning 

activities their teachers have planned for them.  We look for-

ward to partnering with you to ensure a positive educational 

experience. 

Believe in…College Bound Leopards! 

Sincerely, 

Traci Wilke 

Traci Wilke 

A Message from the Principal 
September-October 2016 

 
Stay Connected  

with  

Our Points of Pride 
 

Checkout our Website:  

http://schools.stlucie.k12.fl.us/lwn/  
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Follow us on 
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School Wide Reading                                                                                                           

Students will have 30 minutes of reading per school night. Each 15 minutes of reading equals 

one step. Once the students have accumulated 100 steps or more per quarter they will be able 

to sign the graffiti wall banner located in the cafeteria. They will also be given a cookie as a 

sweet treat for their hard work. Please encourage your students to read every night so that 

they can earn their steps! 

Principal’s Challenge                                                                                                           

The end of year celebration for meeting the quarterly reading goals will be determined by the 

students via a student survey. Our school wide goal is at least 400 steps per student. When 

that goal is met the students will participate in the end of year reading celebration. 

Sight Word Fluency                                                                                                              

Student’s sight word acquisition will be tracked by classroom teachers in grades K-3. The 

students will wear necklaces with current sight words they are learning. Campus faculty and 

staff will support the students by asking reading the words the students are wearing when 

 

How to Help Your Child Love Math!                                
 By Math Coach Julie Mark 

 

The best way for parents to help their children love math is to make it real and meaningful. 

Math occurs all around us every day, without worksheets! 

When you take your child to the grocery store, have him or her compare prices, weigh produce, 

and estimate how much you are spending. 

When you are cooking have your kids help you measure. Older children can adjust recipes-

double or halve the ingredients! 

Have your smaller children look for shapes when you are driving around town, or around the 

house. Have them count how many footsteps it takes to get from one place to another. 

Talk about time. If it is 5:00 now and we are going to have dinner in 20 minutes, what time will 



 

 

 

Steps to Help your Family with Reading Comprehension 
By Literacy Coach Liz Fisher 

 

1. When you read with your child, ask them questions as they move through the 

book: Why did Mr. Smith do that? How do you think Suzy feels? 

2. Help your child make text-to-self connections. Ask them how they feel about a 
situation in the book or what they would do if they were the character in the 
book. 

3. Help them make text-to-text connections. Ask them: What other stories have 
you read that talk about going on a trip? 

4. Make sure they are reading at their level. A book that is too hard frustrates a 
child. A book that's too easy doesn't challenge him. 

5. Set aside at least 15 minutes to read every day. 

6. Help your child find books that they enjoy. This keeps them motivated. 

7. Make reading more important than TV and video games. 

8. Model reading yourself. Children need to see parents read for fun. 

9. Encourage writing. Have children write about what they have read or keep a 
daily journal. 

 Have your child write instructions for taking care of the family pet. 

 Write a letter or thank you note to a teacher. Talk through what your 
child wants to say before writing begins. 

 Make a shopping list before going to the grocery store. 



How do the Florida Standards Benefit My Student? 
  By Instructional Coach Robin Marmitt 

 
The Florida Standards, adopted by the State Board of Education in February 2014 after 

unprecedented public input and review, prepare Florida students for success in college, 

career, and life by emphasizing analytical thinking. The Florida Standards Assessments 

provide a more authentic assessment of the Florida Standards, because they include 

more than multiple-choice questions. Students are asked to create graphs, interact with 

test content, and write and respond in different ways than required on traditional tests. 

Question types assess students’ higher-order thinking skills in keeping with the higher 

expectations of the Florida Standards. Students, educators, and parents and families are 

able to preview samples of question types by accessing practice tests that are available 

in the FSA Portal. 

Your child might be coming home and telling you that they are learning about 

the brain. You might have seen posters in your child’s classroom about 

Growth Mindset, but what exactly is it and what does it all mean? Researchers have proven that your intelli-

gence is not fixed. We no longer believe that children are smart or not smart and talented or not talented, but 

that everyone, with resilience and effort can build themselves into anything they want to be. In a fixed mind-

set, since people believe that they are one thing or the other, every little success validates them as a person 

and every little failure tears them down. So, they have the need to look smart at all costs. Consequently, as 

soon as they face a setback, they scramble to find someone/something to fix the blame on and are constant-

ly making excuses. Since success/failure are so tightly tied to a sense of identity, people with the fixed mind-

set tend to develop an irrational fear of failure and tend to take less risks. This in turn limits how successful 

they can potentially be. In a growth mindset, people believe that success is a result of effort rather than just 

raw talent. So, people with the growth mindset work hard to constantly grow and improve. Success is earned 

and never taken for granted. On the flip side, setbacks are treated as opportunities for further improvement. 

Since success and failure are seen as separate events that are not directly tied to their identities, people 

with the growth mindset tend to wear their success with humility and handle failures gracefully. This quote 

from Michael Jordan is a perfect example of having a growth mindset: “I have missed more than 9,000 shots 

in my career. I have lost almost 300 games. 26 times I was trusted to take the game winning shot and 

missed. I have failed over and over and over again in my life and that is why I succeed!” As parents, we want 

to cultivate the growth mindset in our children. We just do not want them to be successful, but to enjoy their 

journey to success. We want them to be successful for the right reasons and also to be able to handle set-

backs as an opportunity to learn and try harder. We also have to have a growth mindset ourselves. The pow-

er of YET is a term we use because we tell students they are not there yet… they keep trying and they will 

get there. The next time your child says they cannot do something… tell them they cannot do that YET, but 

with hard work and determination, they can do anything they set out to do! Resources: Mindset book written 

by Carol Dweck and her website: http://mindsetonline.com/changeyourmindset/firststeps/index.html  

Fixed vs. Growth Mindset  
By Cindy Roach  Assistant Principal 


