
 

News from the Nest  
 

Morningside Elementary 
2300 SE Gowin Drive, Port St. Lucie, FL  34952 
Fax: 772-337-6744   Phone: 772-337-6730 

 
Dear Parents, 

I can't believe that we are in the 2nd quarter of the 
school year!!   

Just a few reminders as we start 2017… 

Attendance- Expected everyday- Instruction begins      
at 8:45 am 

Tardy policy:  

Must sign child in after 8:45 am 

Breakfast hours:  8:15-8:35 am 

 

FSA dates 

4th and 5th grade Writing- February 28 

3rd grade Reading- March 27-April 7 

4th and 5th grade Reading, 3rd-5th grade Math- April 
10-May 12 

5th grade Science- May 1-5 

Thank you for supporting our school. 

Cortina Bell-Gray 

Principal 

 

     Upcoming Events 

March 11 – 19 

Spring Break 
 

 

 



 

CLASSROOM NEWS 
 

 

Happy New Year from the Kindergarten teachers!   As we prepare for a wonderful quarter 
of friendship and understanding, the children are eagerly awaiting Valentine’s Day, the 
100th day of school, Groundhog Day, President’s Day and St Patrick’s Day!  WOW!  We will 
surely be busy!  

Please plan on attending our first Student Led Conference on Friday, January 27th.  The 
children are excited to show you all of their hard work and progress!  

We will be celebrating the 100th day of school this month!  Can you believe that we have 
been in school 100 days already?  WOW!  That is a long time!  We will celebrate the day with 
lots of counting, estimating, creating sets and even a 100-day snack!  It is a special event for 
us and we hope you will ask your child about the events on the 100th day!    

In reading, we are continuing to work on sight words.  Please practice with your child at 
home!  If you need help or ideas to help your child, please let your child’s teacher 
know!    Thank you for reading with your child every night!    

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about your child’s progress, please do not 
hesitate to contact your child’s teacher.    

 

FIRST GRADERS  continue to work on being good citizens each and every day by following our Blue Jay 
Expectations.  We have started to learn about Earth in Space and Time, and we are so excited to go on our first 
field trip of the year to the Planetarium!  

In reading, we are working on reading, writing and spelling words with long vowel patterns.  We continue to 
learn new sight words every week.  Students are thrilled when they are able to pick out sight words they have 
learned in the books they are reading!  Keep practicing sight words every night!  

During math, we have extended our study of tens and ones.  We can identify the number of tens and ones in 
numbers within 100!  We have also been sharpening our addition and subtraction fluency skills.  We will soon 
be moving onto adding and subtracting two-digit numbers.  Please continue to practice your math facts at 
home!    

We are looking forward to a great 2017!    



 

 

 

Our shining SECOND GRADERS are as busy as ever learning to make sense of longer, more meaty 
passages of text. Reading is a fundamental skill that is highly stressed in second grade. We expect all students 
to read each night in order to create habits that will stay with them for a lifetime. We are looking forward to 
our second field trip of the year. We will be going to the Manatee Observation Center in mid January and will 
be seeing first hand how animals adjust to and interact with their environment. In math, our second grade 
students are exploring geometric figures and will soon begin learning about fractions. We have many things 
still to learn in second grade and look forward to the second half of this exciting year.  

THIRD GRADE had an excellent end to 2016! We went to Animal Kingdom in November and had a great 
time learning about animals from around the world. We were able to cultivate new friendships and develop 
the ones we already have. 2017 is a new year and with a new year, we have new goals and an optimistic 
mindset that all things are possible with effort and determination.  We will continue to strive for excellence 
this year, and in an effort to do so we will be taking a mock FSA in February. We are excited about all things 
this years has in store for us and will move forward with a growth mindset!  

 

FOURTH GRADERS Our St. Augustine trip was a huge success! Both parents and students learned a 
great deal about Florida History. We were happy to be able to share photos of our trip at our student led 
conferences. It was wonderful to listen to your children explain their daily routines, progress, etc. We have 
been writing to prepare for our upcoming FSA Writing test. As we begin the new year please make sure your 
children are reading nightly and studying their math facts. They can go to IReady on the School Board Website 
to log on. This is a wonderful tool that meets them where they are academically. Also, please check your 
child's clothing as they are growing!! We also thank you in advance for replenishing school supplies at this 
mid-year mark 

 

Morningside 5th graders are continuing to have a great year! Students recently researched, planned, and 
created elaborate posters and displays to highlight the characteristics of specific inner and outer planets 
during our Earth in Space and Time unit.   

Classes have also been studying the settlement of Jamestown through the use of Document Based Questioning 
or DBQs.  The focus is on the effects the arrival of the colonists had on the native Powhatan people. Students 
have been reading both primary and secondary sources to gain this information.  

It is the expectation that all 5th graders be participating in the Reading Counts program.  Students should be 
passing at least one quiz per week, with no less than one every two weeks for a lengthy book.   

 



 

 

      MUSIC….. 

January MUSIC 

Kindergarten and First grade are singing Jack Hartman songs that reinforce Phonetic and 
Math skills. 

Students in grades 2,3,4 and 5 are singing Educational Raps and songs that include 
Multiplication Rap, Onomatopoeia, Galaxy Rap, Rap of the Presidents, Rap of the States 
as a review and preparation for our upcoming testing in April. 

Students that have not returned the Music or costume from the Christmas Program must 
turn them in as soon as possible so Mrs. Calvert can pack them up. 

 

 
 
 

Blue Jay cafeteria serves education everyday! 
Whenever your child has breakfast or lunch they take at least one 

fruit and a vegetable and up to five items total for each meal, and this 
makes learning easier. 

Thanks for the opportunity to serve you! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Citizen of the Month for November 

 

Brian Rodriguez, Elizabeth Cadosales, Logan McDonald, Rylee Guison, Serenity 
Robinson, Aliyah Deloera, Brady Jenkins, Gunner Depatie, Alejandro Ramos-
Codero, Lianna McCarsky, Nycholas James, Natalie Esquilin, Elora Abadia, 
Fernando Rodriguez, Christopher Aguirre, Preston Turney, Colin Strachan, Mikaela 
Caron, Nathaniel Cole, Steven Santana, Asiah Hazelton, Jordyn Stefanik, Jordan 
McKenna, Gidaya Rubi, Julia Rodriguez-Torres, Madison Carpenter, Camille 
Anoos, Deverious Thomas, Hailey Tallian, Dylan Adkins, Jazzmarie Mastrianni, 
Aaliyah Morales-Hoover, Yvonne Torres, Jeremy Durbin, Julia Bogacz, Serahline 
Orona, Gillian Ellis, Joshua Caron, Roselyn Soriano, Aedan Wohlforth, Tallulah 
Danner, Sebastian Leyva and Nysiah Richardson.  
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