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March/April 2016 

Dear Families, 

Our students in grades 3-8 have worked diligently to prepare to take the Florida Standards Assess-

ment (FSA).  Test administration begins February 29 and extends through May.  For the complete 

schedule and further details about the FSA please visit http://www.fsassessments.org. 

Please review the following policies with your student before testing: 

 Electronic Devices—Students are not permitted to have any electronic devices, including but not 

limited to cell phones, smartphones, and smartwatches, at any time during testing OR during 

breaks (e.g., restroom), even if they are turned off or students do not use them. If your student is 

found with an electronic device, his or her test will be invalidated.  

 Calculators—For Grades 7 and 8 Mathematics, approved calculators may be used during SES-

SIONS 2 and 3 ONLY. For  EOC assessments, approved calculators may be used during SES-

SION 2 ONLY. If students have handheld calculators dur ing Session 1, their  tests will be 

invalidated. 

 Testing Rules Acknowledgment—All FSA tests include a Testing Rules Acknowledgment that 

reads, “I understand the testing rules that were just read to me. If I do not follow these rules, my 

test score may be invalidated.” Prior to testing, test administrators read the rules to students, and 

students acknowledge that they understand the testing rules by signing below the statement on their 

planning sheets, worksheets, or work folders. 

 Discussing Test Content after Testing—The last portion of the testing rules read to students be-

fore they sign below the Testing Rules Acknowledgment states, “Because the content in all 

statewide assessments is secure, you may not discuss or reveal details about the passages or items 

after the test. This includes any type of electronic communication, such as texting, emailing, or 

posting online, for example, on websites like Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram.” Please make sure 

your student understands that “discussing” test content includes any kind of electronic communica-

tion, such as texting, emailing, or posting to blogs or social media websites. While students may 

not share information about secure test content after testing, this policy is not intended to 

prevent students from discussing their testing experiences with their parents/families. 

 Working Independently—Students are responsible for doing their own work during the test and 

for protecting their answers from being seen by others. If students are caught cheating during test-

ing, their tests will be invalidated. FDOE employs a test security company, Caveon Test Security, 

to analyze student test results to detect unusually similar answer patterns. Student tests within a 

school that are found to have extremely similar answer patterns will have their results invalidated. 

 Leaving Campus—If your student begins a test session and leaves campus before completing it 

(for lunch, an appointment or illness, etc.), he or she WILL NOT be allowed to complete that test 

session. If your student does not feel well on the day of testing, it may be best for him or her to 

wait and be tested on a make-up day. Please remember not to schedule appointments on testing 

days. 

 Testing Accommodations—If your student has an IEP or Section 504 plan, please contact the 

school to discuss the testing accommodations that will be provided for your student. 

If you have any questions related to this test administration, you may contact your child’s teacher or 

guidance counselor. 

Thank you for supporting your student and encouraging him or her to do his or her best during this 

test administration.  

Believe in…Gains at Gaines! 

Sincerely, 

Traci Wilke 

Traci Wilke 

Principal and Treasure Hunter 



 

 

 Supervision of students begins at 9:00 AM.  Please 

do not drop students off prior to 9:00 in the 

morning. For those using the Parent Pick-up just a 

reminder to have your child’s name on a window 

tag and to remain in your car!  For the safety of 

everyone’s children we do not allow parents to park 

and walk up to get their children. 

March/April 2016 

Chè Paran nou yo, 

Rezon nou voye w lèt sa se paske nou vle fè w sonje pitit ou 
a pral pran egzamen FSA a ki fè pou elèv nan 3yèm jiska 
7yèm ane. Nou te pèmèt pitit ou a pratike anvan pou l ka kon-
nen ki kalite kesyon l ap jwenn nan egzamen an. Si ou menm 
oswa pitit ou a ta renmen pratike plis pou egzamen an, ale 
nan sitwèb sa a pou plis enfòmasyon: 

http://www.fsassessments.org/students-and-families/practice-
tests/paper-based-practice-test-materials/ 

█ Kat Règ Enpòtan Ou Dwe Konnen 

Pitit ou pa dwe itilize aparèy elektwonik nan egzmen 

an. Sa vle di: telefòn, tablèt ak lòt gadjèt konsa. 

Pitit ou pa dwe itilize aparèy sa yo menmsi yo fèmen. 

Pitit ou pa dwe pataje enfòmasyon konfidansyèl ki 

sot nan egzamen an. Men, li ka toujou pataje avè 

w eksperyans li nan tès la. Li jis pa dwe di egzate-

men ki kesyon l te fè.  

Pitit ou pap ka refè egzamen an, si w vin chèchel 

pandan egzamen an. Donk, si pitit ou a pa santi l 

twò byen, pa kite l al lekòl jou sa a. Li ka toujou refè l 

yon lòt jou. Men, si w vin chèche l pandan tès la, li 

pap ka refè l ankò. 

Kontakte lekòl la si timoun ou nan pwogram IEP os-

wa si l gen yon plan section 504.  

Si w gen lòt kesyon, kontakte Mesye Andrew Webster nan 
nimewo telefòn sa a: (772) 462-8888 

 

Queridos Padres/Guardianes, 

El propósito de esta carta es para informarle que su hijo(a) va 
a tomar  La Evaluación Estándar de la Florida (FSA) de los 
grados 3-7 ELA. Esta Evaluación es Escrita y será hecha el 
lunes, 29 de febrero  del 2016. Su hijo (a) tuvo la oportunidad 
de participar en una sección de práctica para familiarizarse 
con el tipo de examen y los formatos de las preguntas y 
respuestas  que él/ella tendrá en los exámenes FSA. Si su 
hijo(a) quiere repasar el material del examen está disponible 
en la página electrónica. http://www.fsassessments.org/
students-and-families/practice-test/paper-based-practice-

test-materials/. 

Por favor recuérdele a su hijo(a) las siguientes  políticas 

o reglas  del colegio antes del examen: 

* Los estudiantes no pueden utilizar aparatos 
electrónicos (celulares, teléfonos o relojes digitales 
durante el examen, en su descanso o en el baño, incluso así 
estén apagados  o no los estén utilizando. 

* No pueden hacer comentarios o compartir información 
acerca del examen después de haberlo presentado con 
otros estudiantes del colegio  o por medio de redes sociales 
como Facebook, Twitter o Instagram.  Esta regla no incluye a 
los padres de familia. 

* Si el estudiante sale de la escuela después de haber 
empezado una sección del examen (para almorzar, por una 
cita médica, porque está enfermo, etc.) a  él/ella NO SE LE 
PERMITIRA  VOLVER A TOMAR EL EXAMEN. Si su hijo/a 
no se siente bien ese día  es mejor que el ó ella lo presente 

otro día. Por favor recuerde no hacer citas el día del examen.  

Si usted tiene alguna pregunta relacionada con la 
administración del examen, por favor comuníquese con  el 
señor Andrew Webster al 772-462-8888 y para más 

 EMERGENCY! 

If there is an emergency with your 

child do we have current phone 

numbers and addresses???  Contact 

the office to be sure we have 

accurate information! 

 

 

 

There are many ways you can support your child’s learning and school.  Here are a few ideas: 

 Spend a few minutes every evening looking over handouts your youngster brings home. Fill out forms to return 

the next day. 

 Tell your child’s teachers if you can help them out at school or home. 

 Make sure teachers know you appreciate their efforts. From time to time, send a thank-you note or an email. 

 Contact your youngster’s teacher immediately if you see a problem. Working together will help your child suc-

ceed. 

 

http://www.fsassessments.org/students-and-families/practice-tests/paper-based-practice-test-materials/
http://www.fsassessments.org/students-and-families/practice-tests/paper-based-practice-test-materials/


 

 

School hours 

9:30-4:00 

School Advisory Council (SAC) and  

Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) 
 

We have plenty of opportunities for you to be involved in our school!! No experience is necessary for you to be part 

of SAC or PTO. Both groups require minimal time (about 1 hour a month). 

SAC is an advisory group for the principal. This group learns more about the decisions made at the school as well as 

having a voice in some decision. We meet once a month at a time be determined by the Council. 

PTO is a new group.  We are looking for a group of parents who just want to help out and be involved.  This group 

can help fundraise for programs, sell concessions at our intramural games, and help us create a welcoming climate 

for new families. 

Please call Mrs. Tisheh at 463-8863 if you want more information!. 

VOLUNTEERS 

We have seen excellent results when students receive 

individual help and we would like to be able to offer 

this educational opportunity to more students.  If you 

feel that you could volunteer to work with students in 

a classroom, or help prepare materials for instruction, 

we would be    happy to hear from you. You can reach 

our    volunteer coordinator by calling 462-8888.  We 

ask that all of our volunteers dress professionally 

while working in our school.  Volunteers are not al-

lowed to volunteer in their own child’s class or bring 

younger siblings that are not school aged to school 

while volunteering. 

 

2250 S. Jenkins Road, Ft. Pierce, FL, 34947 

Phone: 772-462-8888 

Fax: 772-468-5004 

Website: http://schools.stlucie.k12.fl.us/sga/ 

Checkout During the School Day 
Parents must come to the front office directly to sign a student 

out, and the student will be notified to come to the office.  

Teachers are not allowed to dismiss students from the 

classroom, cafeteria, or playground without prior notice from 

the office.  There will be no dismissal of students allowed after 

3:30 p.m. unless there is a documented family emergency.  

Parents must send a written note to school to let the teacher 

and office know the student will be leaving early.         
Students will only be released to adults whose names appear on 

the emergency card.  Parents must notify the office immediately 

of any changes in legal custody.  Anyone checking out a student 

may be asked to show identification if they are unknown to the 

office staff. 

  Great Things Happen at Sam Gaines…Power Up!  

Walk Now for Autism Speaks!  

Please join our Walk Now for Autism Speaks team! It is April 2, 2016—9:00 am at 

Tradition –10489 SW Meeting Street in Port St. Lucie.  We’re walking to celebrate 

our SGA Colts with autism who have made incredible strides this year.  Autism or 

ASD (Autism Spectrum Disorder) represent disorders of brain development. These 

are typically characterized by difficulties in social interaction, verbal/nonverbal 

communication and repetitive behaviors. This walk benefits Autism Speaks so they can invest the 

money to fund research on the causes, prevention, treatments and cure. 

For more information and to sign up, visit webpage http://www.walknowforautismspeaks.org.  

Our team name is Samuel Gaines Academy. 

 

http://schools.stlucie.k12.fl.us/sga/
http://www.walknowforautismspeaks.org


 

 

SAMUEL GAINES ACADEMY AUTISM SCHOOL SPIRIT 

It is that time of  the year when we start preparing for Autism Awareness Month which is in April.  Please consider purchasing an 

SGA Autism spirit shirt . We will wear these shirts proudly during school and especially at the Autism Speaks Walk! 

 On April 2, 2016, Westgate and Palm Pointe are collaborating with Autism Speaks to host a walk in Tradition to raise awareness of 

autism and benefit autism research.  There are vendors and activities during the walk and many schools and businesses set up tables 

to provide information or activities for families and other participants.  

The walk starts at 9:00 am but participants can register as early as 8:00 am. The activities for families and participants will be    

between 8:00am - 11:00am.  

Make checks payable to Samuel S. Gaines Academy  (please put Autism Shirt in memo) 

There will be a $35.00 service charge on checks returned for non-sufficient funds. 

Size 
Youth 

Small 

Youth 

Med 

Youth 

Large 

Youth  

XL 

Adult 

Small 

Adult 

Med 

Adult 

Large 

Adult 

XL 

Adult 

2X* 

15.00 

Adult 

3X* 

15.00 

Total 

$10.00            

Student’s name: ————————————————————————————————————-  

Teacher’s name: ————————————————————————————————————  

Grade: ————————————  

Total: ———————————— 


