
thinking  ahead for next year. I look  

forward to continuing our efforts to  

improve our school culture, to find ways 

for our parents to be more involved, and 

to continue building our curriculum to 

improve students’ academic and         

personal success.   

As always, we wish you a safe and joyful 

summer filled with quality family time 

and precious memories. 

Sincerely,  

Nicole Telese, Principal 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

It is hard to imagine that we are      

wrapping up another school year! It 

feels like just yesterday that we were       

welcoming our incoming 6th graders 

and making preparations for an exciting 

new journey. We certainly have       

managed to squeeze in some really  

special events which have allowed us to 

get to know one another and to grow 

closer as a school family. For that I am 

truly thankful. 

However, this time of year is always 

bitter sweet for me. Like everyone else, I 

am eagerly looking forward to spending 

some quality time with family and friends 

this summer. Yet, I am saddened to say 

good-bye to our 8th graders, as each year 

they take a little piece of my heart with 

them when they leave. Please join me in 

wishing them good luck on all of their 

future endeavors. 

While summer is nearly here, my         

creative wheels are already spinning and 

From the Principal’s Desk 

The Hurricane Herald 

http://www.facebook.com/spmscanes 

Follow me on 

Volume 2 Issue 5  

http://schools.stlucie.k12.fl.us/spm 

“Our Eye is on the Future” 

And the Gold Goes to... 

Southport Middle School received top 

honors from the state and the University 

of South Florida for our implementation 

of Florida’s Positive Behavioral Interven-

tions and Supports Project  for the 2014-

2015 school year. 

Characteristics of a PBS Model School are 

the consistent methods of: utilizing data 

to better serve students and staff; teach-

ing PBS expectations to students through-

out the school year; establishing creative 

and engaging reward systems; incorpo-

rating PBIS in daily activities and teaching, 

extending PBS throughout campus and 

partnering with the community.  

The core beliefs of PBIS are to prevent 

problem behavior, boost understanding 

and respect, and increase positivity and 

success.  

Each day students recite our school-wide 

expectations  with our morning news   

anchors. Teachers recognize students who 

follow those expectations throughout the 

day through the daily distribution of Cane 

Cash. 

Students  whose continued efforts of 

meeting  the school wide expectations are 

recognized through the Student of the 

Month Recognition Celebration, monthly 

S-Show Respect  P-Practice Responsibility  M-Make an Effort  S-Stay Safe 

team based activities including movies, 

karaoke, and sports events, as well as 

school wide events like our  yearly    

carnival and dances.  
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Heart & Sole, formerly known as Girls on the Run is 

non-profit organization dedicated to creating a 

world where every girl knows and activates her limit-

less potential and is free to boldly pursue her 

dreams.  

Meeting twice a week, they teach life skills through 

dynamic, interactive lessons and running games. The 

curriculum includes three parts: understanding our-

selves, valuing relationships and teamwork and un-

derstanding how we connect with and shape the 

world at large. 

Running is used to inspire and motivate girls, encourage 

lifelong health and fitness, and build confidence through 

accomplishment. Important social, psychological, and physi-

cal skills and abilities are developed and reinforced 

throughout the program. At each season's conclusion, the 

girls and their running buddies complete a 5k running event 

which gives them a tangible sense of achievement as well 

as a framework for setting and achieving life goals.            

Coaches Janice Williams, Kristy Lopez , Kim Nicholas, and Mildred Bernard  

Girls on the Run Halayna Thomas, Madison Bailey, Whitney 

Beaucejour, Ilayna Benoit, Aivi Lang , Summer McDonough, 

Candyse Minniefield, Destiny Ramey, Legacy Richardson, Grace 

Robinson,  Daysia Tubbs, and Tabitha Antoine.  

The final result—making the seem-

ingly impossible, possible, and 

teaching girls that they can. The 

program culminates with the girls 

being physically and emotionally 

prepared to complete a celebratory 

5k running event. For the 5K, South-

port running buddies Kristin Alvarez, 

Sharon Casillas, Maureen Dakin, 

Elizabeth Phillips, Art Bailey, Maria 

Lawson, Roshona Payne, Knosha 

Hair, Rick McDonough, and Principal 

Nicole Telese came out to support 

the girls at the event. 

Volume 2 Issue 5 

Southport Middle School Girls on the Run 5K 
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Yearbooks are In!!! They will be on sale 

during lunch for $30. 

Signing Party on May 23rd!  

Our annual Young Authors Celebration 

brought one of our favorite authors back to 

Southport for another memorable YA 

presentation. Donna Gephart amused and 

inspired students with some personal histo-

ry about herself and her life as an author. 

She awarded autographed copies of How to 

Survive Middle School, Death by Toilet Pa-

per, and Olivia Bean Trivia Queen to stu-

dents and spoke to them individually as 

they met with her to sign their copies.  

Ms. Gephart presented 7th grade student 

Jacob Guerrero with a copy of her latest 

End of the Year Info 

Young Authors 

title, Lily and Dunkin,  for reading all 

15 Middle School Sunshine State titles 

this year. Jacob will go on to the St. 

Lucie Reading Council’s district level 

YA Celebration. 
 

A special thank you to our literacy 

angel, Ms. Wanda Galey for arranging 

another fabulous YA Celebration! Ms. 

Galey has been a major force in our 

Young Authors, as well as getting pub-

lished authors like Donna, and her 

books to Southport students. 

 May 19 ~ Art Exhibit 5:30—7:30 PM in the Cafeteria  

 May 19, ~ Spring Band Concert 7:00 PM in the Gym 

 May 20 ~ 21st Century Parent Showcase 

 May 23 ~ Eighth Grade Field Day 

 May 23 ~ Yearbook Signing Party in the Media Center 

 May 24 ~ Mr. Hochberg’s Annual Multicultural Celebration 

 May 25—May 27 ~ Early Release  

 May 25 ~ 8th Grade Promotion Ceremony & Dance 10:00 AM 

 May 26 ~ Living Voices presentation 12:00 PM in the gym 

 May 27 ~ Final day of school for students 
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If you are looking from some fun on a summer 

staycation look no further. Purchase your Sailfish 

Splash Waterpark passes or daily discount tickets 

to benefit Southport Middle School.  

Click on the link https://www.sailfishsplash.com/

online-tickets/fundraising/index.cfm and enter 

Southport Promo Code SPMS to enter our Fund-

raising Store and purchase your tickets online. 

Pass on the info and have a great summer! 

The 21st Century Parent Showcase for the second 
semester is on for May20, 2016 at 5:30 in the    
Media Center. Check out the 2016 PSA to see what 
21st Century Summer School has to offer! Com-
plete the attached application to reserve your 
child’s spot. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wRsw8aX2OoA  

Check the most up-to-date weather forecast on WeatherSTEM, the 
award winning state-of-the-art weather station located on our campus. 
Look for the leaf icon to download the WeatherSTEM app on your     
iPhone or Android device and receive up to the minute daily weather 
reports or scan the QR Code to access the web site. For more infor-
mation, please refer to the WeatherSTEM attachment. 

Students who have handheld devices can 

check out Ebooks to read over the summer. 

We have a nice selection to choose from. To 

log in to Destiny, students enter their Student 

ID for their user name and lunch number for 

the password. The just do a search for 

Ebooks to see all the available titles. 

If you don’t see the book you want, you can 

download the St. Lucie County Library app 

“Overdrive” for even more titles to choose 

from. All you need is a St. Lucie County li-

brary card and you can check out any Ebook 

from the county’s library system. An 

application is attached to the end of the 

newsletter in case you don’t have a li-

brary card yet. They are sponsoring a 

Summer Reading Challenge. It’s a great 

way to keep your child reading. Please 

refer to the attachment for details, as 

well as a Scholastic Recommended   

Summer Reading List to see their latest 

recommended titles. 

Additionally, Governor Scott is challeng-

ing Florida’s students to pledge to read 

as many books as possible throughout 

the summer break. Each student can fill 

out his or her  Summer Literacy Pledge 

for the 2016 Summer Literacy Adven-

ture. Following the summer break, the 

Florida Department of Education will 

recognize the top 10 schools with the 

highest percentage of participation.    

We urge all our students to join and 

take on the Summer Literacy Adven-

ture Challenge and pledge to read 

every day! 

https://www.sailfishsplash.com/online-tickets/fundraising/index.cfm
https://www.sailfishsplash.com/online-tickets/fundraising/index.cfm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wRsw8aX2OoA
https://stlucie.weatherstem.com/spm
http://stlucie.weatherstem.com/spm
http://destiny.stlucie.k12.fl.us/common/servlet/presenthomeform.do?l2m=Home&tm=Home&l2m=Home
library.stlucieco.gov
http://app1.fldoe.org/Communications/Forms/SummerLitAdventure.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wRsw8aX2OoA
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Please Support All Our Local Business  

Partners 

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO!!! 

 

Jensen Beach 

Please contact Southport Middle School if you would like to become one of our Business Partners. 

US 1 Port St. Lucie  

Port St. Lucie  

 



Tech News 

Southport is QR Code Crazy! Teachers are  

using them in their classrooms, in the Media 

Center, and you can scan them to get our   

latest news on all of our web sites. We invite 

you to try them out! 

Just download any QR Reader app and you 

can use it to scan one QR Code to follow PTO 

on Facebook, another for Southport Middle 

Facebook page, and the last one to access 

the Southport  Middle School website. Add 

the sites to your favorites or bookmarks! 
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 To our fabulous PTO for all you do for our students, faculty, and staff -We     

appreciate the special touch in everything you do more than words can express 

 To our wonderful volunteers who lighten the load and make our day a little 

easier 

 To our faculty and staff for your dedication to educate and enrich the lives of 

our students 

 To our business partners for their generosity and support 

 To our amazing students and their families for making this another great year 

at Southport Middle School!! 



Southport
Middle School

The Southport Middle School WeatherSTEM Unit is an integration of weather sensors, 
the data gathered and stored by the sensors, and a dynamic display of the data in a 
website that showcases the current weather, weather forecasts, data mining tools, 
lessons & activities, weather notifications, and more!

The station page is a web 
portal that serves live weather 
data and sky images collected 
from the WeatherSTEM Unit.

All data gathered by the 
sensors on the WeatherSTEM 
Unit are stored and can be 
mined in a variety of ways.

Personal accounts provide 
access to customizable 
weather notifications and alerts 
sent to a variety of devices.

A growing library of lessons and 
activities contains an integration 
of the data and sensors into 
STEM-based curriuculum.

@SPMWxSTEM (Follow us on Twitter for automated weather updates)

Southport Middle School Weatherstem (Like us on Facebook for fun weather facts and pictures)

(772) 621-2592 (Call or text "spm" for live weather info)

spm@stlucie.weatherstem.com (Receive a weather info email reply)

Experience the data at...

https://stlucie.weatherstem.com/spm

�

�

�

�

�

Station Page Data Personalize Learn



The Library is challenging young adults (grades 6-12) to read 12 books and tell 
us your favorite moment in each book. When you finish, turn your log in 

and you’ll be entered into your branch grand prize drawing! 

List additional books on the back. 

A Family Fun package for up to 6 at 

Title: ______________________________________ Author: _____________________________ 

My favorite part in book 1: ________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Title: ______________________________________ Author: _____________________________ 

My favorite part in book 2: ________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Title: ______________________________________ Author: _____________________________ 

My favorite part in book 3: ________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Title: ______________________________________ Author: _____________________________ 

My favorite part in book 4: ________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Title: ______________________________________ Author: _____________________________ 

My favorite part in book 5: ________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Title: ______________________________________ Author: _____________________________ 

My favorite part in book 6: ________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Title: ______________________________________ Author: _____________________________ 

My favorite part in book 7: ________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Complete the challenge and 
get a voucher for a 
pair of St. Lucie 
Mets Baseball 
tickets!* *while supplies last. 

Grand Prize Drawing will take place at your Branch on August 12, 2016 
Winners will be notified by phone or email. Prizes will be available to be picked up beginning 8/12/16. Prizes not picked up  by 8/27/16 will be forfeited. 



Name:________________________________ Grade__________ 

Library Card Number:___________________________________ 

Phone:________________ Library Branch: __________________ 

Title: ________________________________________ Author: _____________________________ 

My favorite part in book 8: __________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Title: ________________________________________ Author: _____________________________ 

My favorite part in book 9: __________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Title: ________________________________________ Author: _____________________________ 

My favorite part in book 10: _________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Title: ________________________________________ Author: _____________________________ 

My favorite part in book 11: _________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Title: ________________________________________ Author: _____________________________ 

My favorite part in book 12: _________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

For a one-time BONUS entry into the Grand Prize Drawing read an additional 6 more books. 

Bonus Title 1: ________________________________________________Author ____________________________ 

Favorite Part: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bonus Title 2: ________________________________________________Author ____________________________ 

Favorite Part: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bonus Title 3: ________________________________________________Author ____________________________ 

Favorite Part: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bonus Title 4: ________________________________________________Author ____________________________ 

Favorite Part: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bonus Title 5: ________________________________________________Author ____________________________ 

Favorite Part: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bonus Title 6: ________________________________________________Author ____________________________ 

Favorite Part: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

YOU DID IT! Stop in at the Library for your entry into the GRAND PRIZE DRAWING! 

Program  
Sponsors: 

Friends of  the St. Lucie 
County Library Assoc., Inc. 
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BE A READING SUPERHERO
2016 SUMMER READING BOOK LIST
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Visit scholastic.com/summer for summer reading tips and activities!

Book list Key: Series Featured AuthorFA Also in SpanishES

AGES 0–2 (By Title, Author & Illustrator) 

�� 1, 2, 3 to the Zoo, Eric Carle

�� Baa, Baa, Black Sheep, Jane Cabrera	

�� Bear Counts, Karma Wilson & Jane Chapman	

�� Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?,  
Bill Martin Jr. & Eric Carle	

�� Duck and Goose, Let’s Dance!, Tad Hills & Lauren Savage 

�� Five Little Monkeys: A Fingers & Toes Nursery Rhyme Book, 
Natalie Marshall

�� Giraffes Can’t Dance, Giles Andreae & Guy Parker-Rees

�� Guess How Much I Love You, Sam McBratney & Anita Jerman

�� Little Owl’s Colors, Divya Srinivasan 	

�� Love Meez series, Caroline Jayne Church 	

�� Mother Goose’s Pajama Party, Danna Smith & Virginia Allyn

�� Pat the Bunny, Dorothy Kunhardt

�� Pat-a-Cake, Mary Brigid Barrett

�� Red Light, Green Light, Yumi Heo	

�� Safe in a Storm, Stephen R. Swinburne & Jennifer A. Bell	

�� Scholastic Early Learners: Lift the Flap: First 100 Words, Scholastic

�� Scholastic Early Learners: Noisy Touch & Lift Farm,  
Scholastic ES

�� Scholastic Early Learners: Playful Pets: Woof!, Scholastic

�� Scholastic Early Learners: Touch and Lift: Peek-a-Who? Who’s My 
Mother?, Scholastic

�� Shark vs. Train, Chris Barton

AGES 3–5 (By Title, Author & Illustrator) 

�� Frog on a Log?, Kes Gray & Jim Field	

�� Gaston,Kelly DiPucchio & Christian Robinson

�� Goodnight, Already!, Jory John & Benji Davies 	

�� Goodnight, Goodnight, Construction Site, Sherri Duskey Rinker& 
Tom Lichtenheld ES

�� Green is a Chile Pepper: A Book of Colors, Roseanne Greenfield 
Thong & John Parra ES 	

�� Hey, Seymour!, Walter Wick	

�� How Do Dinosaurs Stay Friends?, Jane Yolen & Mark Teague  ES

�� I Wish You More, Amy Krouse Rosenthal & Tom Lichtenheld

�� Last Stop on Market Street, Matt de la Peña & Christian Robinson

�� Llama Llama Gram and Grandpa, Anna Dewdney 	

�� Night Animals, Gianna Marino	

�� Pete the Cat and His Magic Sunglasses, James Dean & Kimberly 
Dean

�� Please, Mr. Panda, Steve Antony	

�� Press Here, Herve Tullet	

�� Ten Pigs: An Epic Bath Adventure, Derek Anderson ES 	

�� The Adventures of Beekle: The Unimaginary Friend, Dan Santat

�� The Pirate Jamboree, Mark Teague	

�� The Pout-Pout Fish Goes to School, Deborah Diesen &  
Dan Hanna

�� There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Frog!, Lucille Colandro & 
Jared Lee  ES 	

�� Wolfie the Bunny, Ame Dyckman & Zachariah OHora	

AGES 6-7 (By Title, Author & Illustrator) 

�� 8: An Animal Alphabet, Elisha Cooper FA

�� Batman’s Dark Secret, Kelly Puckett & Jon J Muth 

�� Dr. Kitty Cat is Ready to the Rescue: Posy the Puppy, Jane Clarke 

�� Eerie Elementary: The School is Alive!, Jack Chabert & Sam Ricks 
 ES

�� Elephant & Piggie: I Really Like Slop!, Mo Willems 	

�� Emma and Julia Love Ballet, Barbara McClintock	

�� Finding Winnie: The True Story of the World’s Most Famous Bear, 
Lindsay Mattick & Sophie Blackall	

�� Fly Guy Presents: Snakes, Tedd Arnold 	

�� Goldilocks and the Three Dinosaurs, Mo Willems	

�� Magic Tree House: Balto of the Blue Dawn, Mary Pope Osborne & 
Sal Murdocca 

�� Notebook of Doom: Rise of the Balloon Goons, Troy Cummings  FA

�� Ordinary People Change the World: I Am Jackie Robinson, Brad 
Meltzer & Christopher Eliopoulos 	

�� Owl Diaries: Eva’s Treetop Festival, Rebecca Elliott  ES 	

�� Princess Pink and the Land of Fake-Believe: Moldylocks and the 
Three Beards, Noah Z. Jones  ES

�� Scholastic Discover More™: Animal Faces, Penelope Arlon	 ES

�� The Day the Crayons Came Home, Drew Daywalt & Oliver Jeffers

�� The Paperboy, Dav Pilkey FA 	

�� The Princess and the Pony, Kate Beaton	

�� What This Story Needs is a Pig in a Wig, Emma J. Virjan 

�� Zen Socks, Jon J Muth	
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BE A READING SUPERHERO
2016 SUMMER READING BOOK LIST
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Visit scholastic.com/summer for summer reading tips and activities!

Book list Key: Series Featured AuthorFA Also in SpanishES

AGES 8-10 (By Title, Author & Illustrator) 

�� Allie, First at Last, Angela Cervantes FA 	

�� Auggie & Me: Three Wonder Stories, R.J. Palacio	

�� Cake Pop Crush, Suzanne Nelson	

�� Captain Underpants series, Dav Pilkey	 FA

�� Cleo Edison Oliver, Playground Millionaire, Sundee T. Frazier	

�� Cleopatra in Space series, Mike Maihack  FA

�� Crimebiters!: My Dog is Better Than Your Dog, Tommy Greenwald & 
Adam Stower FA

�� Diary of a Wimpy Kid series, Jeff Kinney 

�� Foxcraft: The Taken, Inbali Iserles 	

�� Gaby, Lost and Found, Angela Cervantes FA

�� Geronimo Stilton Micekings: Attack of the Dragons,  
Geronimo Stilton 

�� Goosebumps series, R.L. Stine  FA 	

�� I Survived True Stories series, Lauren Tarshis 	

�� It Came From Ohio!: My Life as a Writer, R.L. Stine FA 	

�� Key Hunters series, Eric Luper  FA

�� Save Me a Seat, Sarah Weeks & Gita Varadarajan FA 	

�� Sit, Stay, Love, J.J. Howard	

�� Some Kind of Courage, Dan Gemeinhart	

�� Sunny Side Up, Jennifer L. Holm & Matthew Holm	

�� The Baby-Sitters Club Graphix series, Ann M. Martin & Raina 
Telgemeier 

�� The Key to Extraordinary, Natalie Lloyd	 FA

�� The Oodlethunks: Oona Finds an Egg, Adele Griffin & Mike Wu 

�� TombQuest series, Michael Northrop  FA 	

�� Upside-Down Magic series, Sarah Mlynowski, Lauren Myracle & 
Emily Jenkins  FA 	

�� Whatever After series, Sarah Mlynowski	   FA

�� Wings of Fire series, Tui T. Sutherland  FA 	

AGES 11-13 (By Title, Author & Illustrator) 

�� A Night Divided, Jennifer A. Nielsen  FA

�� Amulet series, Kazu Kibuishi	

�� Echo, Pam Munoz Ryan	

�� Embassy Row: All Fall Down, Ally Carter	

�� George, Alex Gino	

�� Josh Baxter Levels Up, Gavin Brown	

�� Kalahari, Jessica Khoury	

�� Magnus Chase and the Gods of Asgard: The Sword of Summer, 
Rick Riordan 	

�� Moving Target, Christina Diaz Gonzalez FA

�� No Summit Out of Sight, Jordan Romero with Linda LeBlanc	

�� Public School Superhero, James Patterson	

�� Secret Hero Society: Study Hall of Justice, Derek Fridolfs & Dustin 
Nguyen 	

�� Serafina and the Black Cloak, Robert Beatty	

�� Space Dumplins	, Craig Thompson	

�� Star Wars: Jedi Academy: A New Class, Jarrett J. Krosoczka  FA

�� The Haunting of Sunshine Girl, Paige McKenzie & Alyssa 
Sheinmel 	

�� The Hero Two Doors Down, Sharon Robinson	

�� The Lost Track of Time, Paige Britt & Lee White 

�� The Marvels, Brian Selznick	

�� The Zodiac Legacy: Convergence, Stan Lee, Stuart Moore, & Andie 
Tong	

�� To Catch a Cheat, Varian Johnson  FA 	

�� Unidentified Suburban Object, Mike Jung FA 	

�� Waterfire Saga series, Jennifer Donnelly	  FA

Young Adult (By Title, Author & Illustrator) 

�� American Born Chinese, Gene Luen Yang

�� Becoming Maria: Love and Chaos in the South Bronx, Sonia Manzano

�� Eleanor & Park, Rainbow Rowell	

�� Faceless, Alyssa Sheinmel	

�� I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed the 
World, Malala Yousafzai with Patricia McCormick	

�� I Am Princess X,	Cherie Priest & Kali Ciesemier	

�� If I Stay, Gayle Foreman	

�� If I Was Your Girl, Meredith Russo	

�� Miss Peregrine’s Peculiar Children series, Ransom Riggs 	

�� Ms. Marvel, G. Willow Wilson & Adrian Alphona

�� Paper Towns, John Green	

�� Red Queen series, Victoria Aveyard 	

�� Shadowshaper, Daniel José Older	

�� Simon vs. The Homo Sapiens Agenda, Becky Albertalli	

�� The Colors of Madeleine series, Jaclyn Moriarty 

�� The Hunger Games trilogy, Suzanne Collins 

�� The Porcupine of Truth, Bill Konigsberg	

�� The Secret Language of Sisters, Luanne Rice	

�� Unfriended, Rachel Vail			 

�� Untwine, Edwidge Danticat 	



JUST READ, FLORIDA! 
2016 SUMMER LITERACY ADVENTURE 

 
Florida’s First Lady Ann Scott and the Florida Department of Education have partnered with the Florida Lottery and the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection to announce the 2016 Summer Literacy Adventure. 
 
Literacy experts and educators agree that children of all ages need to be read to, read by themselves and talk about the 
books they have read during the summer. Your student’s summer reading and book discussions will help maintain 
reading skills, improve reading fluency and provide the opportunity to learn new vocabulary and concepts. Most 
importantly, when parents and children enjoy summer reading together, children develop a love of books and reading that 
lasts a lifetime. According to research by Richard Allington (2007), by the time a struggling reader reaches middle school, 
summer reading loss has accumulated to a two-year lag in reading achievement. Researchers also conclude that two-thirds 
of the ninth-grade reading achievement gap can be explained by summer learning loss. Let’s work together to help 
students in Florida stay on track and not lose valuable ground in reading. 
 
The 2016 Summer Literacy Adventure is geared to help children stay on target, motivated and excited about reading and 
literacy. During summer vacation, it is important for students of all ages and reading levels to spend time reading and 
writing on a regular basis. 
 
To make reading even more exciting, we are challenging all of our state’s students to pledge to read as many books as 
possible throughout the summer break, and I hope that you will encourage all of the teachers, students and parents in your 
school to participate. Each student can fill out his or her pledge on the Just Read, Florida! website at Summer Literacy 
Pledge. Following the summer break, the department will recognize the top 10 schools with the highest percentage of 
participation. The school whose students read the most books will receive a surprise visit from First Lady Ann Scott. 
 
In addition to this challenge, here are some suggestions and resources for you, as the district literacy leader, to share with 
administrators, reading coaches and teachers in every school in your community to encourage reading. Thank you for 
your continued efforts to provide Florida’s students the resources and support they need to be successful in school and in 
life. 
 

2016 SUMMER LITERACY ADVENTURE SUGGESTIONS AND RESOURCES: 
 
• Provide tips to parents for summer reading. (See Parent Tips for Summer Reading attachment) 
• Use up any remaining Parent–Teacher Organizational funds at the school or district levels by providing summer book-

packs. Book-packs include age-appropriate books at the student’s reading level with follow-up activities for students to 
complete during the summer break. 

• Materials that support the themes of STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics); 
• Materials that foster parental involvement, reinforce learning at home and support Florida Standards; and 
• Resources that include, when possible, online engagement. 

• Consider having “Open Library Nights” at your schools where children and parents can come and check out books and 
read at the school library. Media specialists may want to track grade-level participation and recognize these 
children/grades at a schoolwide 2016 Summer Literacy Adventure Celebration. 

• Consider allowing children to use classroom library books or media center books as tools to meet the Summer Literacy 
Adventure challenge. Books can be checked out during summer library hours. 

 

http://app1.fldoe.org/Communications/Forms/SummerLitAdventure.aspx
http://app1.fldoe.org/Communications/Forms/SummerLitAdventure.aspx


 
 
 

 
 
 

PARENT TIPS FOR SUMMER READING  
 
• Consider sending phone messages via your district’s automated messaging system to all students, encouraging them to 

keep reading and be part of the Summer Literacy Adventure when they return to school. This message can come 
from the superintendent, principal, reading coach or classroom teacher. 

• Consider using the school website to promote the Summer Literacy Adventure. 
• When students return to school in the fall, coordinate a Summer Literacy Adventure Celebration for the students who 

participated. 
• Consider having rewards or prizes for students who complete the Summer Literacy Adventure. 
• Encourage your students to visit their local libraries during the break. 
• Invite your students to use the “Find a Book” tool to identify books geared toward their interests. 

https://www.lexile.com/fab/fl/  
• Engage in “Just Take 20,” which empowers families in their role as literacy developers by helping parents and adults find 

teachable moments and encouraging the addition of 20 minutes of real-time reading in their everyday lives. Engaging 
parents in family literacy is a worthwhile endeavor because it helps students form the positive habits, attitudes and 
dispositions that result in lifelong learning and productive citizenry. Learn more at http://www.justreadflorida.com. 

 
ADDITIONAL STUDENT, PARENT AND TEACHER RESOURCES: 
 
Students: 
• The Just Read, Florida! website provides a list of suggested summer reading selections as well as tips 

for helping children with reading skills at home. http://www.justreadflorida.com  
• Sunshine State Young Reader Awards Program is a statewide reading motivation program for students in grades 3-8. 

http://www.floridamediaed.org/  
 
Teachers and Parents: 
• Florida Public Libraries  http://dos.myflorida.com/library-archives/research/florida-information/libraries/florida-

libraries/public-library-homepages/#Public  
• The Just Read, Florida! website provides a list of suggested summer reading selections as well as tips for helping children 

with reading skills at home. http://www.justreadflorida.com  
• Just Read, Florida! parents site http://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/just-read-fl/parents.stml   
• Just Read, Families! http://www.justreadfamilies.org  
• Sunshine State Young Reader Awards Program is a statewide reading motivation program for students in grades 3-8.  

http://www.floridamediaed.org/  

https://www.lexile.com/fab/fl/
http://www.justreadflorida.com/
http://www.justreadflorida.com/
http://www.floridamediaed.org/
http://dos.myflorida.com/library-archives/research/florida-information/libraries/florida-libraries/public-library-homepages/#Public
http://dos.myflorida.com/library-archives/research/florida-information/libraries/florida-libraries/public-library-homepages/#Public
http://www.justreadflorida.com/
http://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/just-read-fl/parents.stml
http://www.justreadfamilies.org/
http://www.floridamediaed.org/
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