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Purpose of the FSA 
The Florida Standards in Mathematics and English Language Arts were approved by 

the Florida State Board of Education in February 2014 and were implemented in 

grades K–12 in the 2014–2015 school year. All Florida schools teach the Florida 

Standards, and students were assessed through the statewide Florida Standards 

Assessments (FSA). Data from the FSAs will provide information to parents, teachers, 

policy makers, and the general public regarding how well 

students are learning the Florida Standards. 

Most students, including English language learner (ELL) and exceptional student 

education (ESE) students, enrolled in the tested grade levels participated in the 2015 

FSA administration. Administration accommodations are provided to eligible ELL and 

ESE students. 



Important Information about 2015-2016 ELA FSA

3rd Grade-Paper Based Testing 
4th and 5th- Computer Based Testing 

Test: Grade: Date: 

Writing 4th & 5th 2/29-3/11

ELA/Reading 3rd 3/31-4/1

ELA/Reading* 4th & 5th 3/23-24

Please make sure your child is present and on time. 

Testing will begin promptly. 









Question Types: FSA ELA 
READING 

More than just multiple choice…
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These are types of items you may see on your FSA ELA Reading 
test…

These are types of items you may see on your FSA ELA Reading 
test…

Multiple Choice Items
/For these items, choose the best
answer from the answer choices, and 
fill in one bubble for the correct 
answer.
/Example: 

Multiple Choice Items
/For these items, choose the best
answer from the answer choices, and 
fill in one bubble for the correct 
answer.
/Example: 
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Multi-select Items
For these items, choose more than one correct 
answer from the answer choices, and fill in the 
bubbles for more than one correct answer. Be sure to 
read the item carefully to know how many correct 
answers to choose.
Example:
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Graphic Response Items
For these items, enter your response by drawing lines
between matching words or phrases. Drawing lines is 
the correct way to enter your answer ONLY for the 
items that ask you to do this.
Example:
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Editing Tasks
For editing items, choose the correct word or phrase to fill 
in each blank in a passage. 
For each blank, fill in the bubble before the correct word 
or phrase.

If you write your answer in the blank but do not fill in the 
bubble, your answer will not be scored.
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Two-Part Items

For these items, such as the one you’ll see on the 
next slide, enter your responses to two related 
questions. 

The two parts of the item may be either multiple-
choice (one correct answer) or multiselect (more 
than one correct answer), so be sure to read the item 
carefully to know how many correct answers to 
choose.
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Two-Part Item ExampleTwo-Part Item Example



Test Question Example:3rd Grade-ELATest Question Example:3rd Grade-ELA
3.RL.1.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a 
text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
3.RL.1.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a 
text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 

How did the crow 
feel? What from the 

text supports why he 

felt that way? 

OPEN RESPONSE



Test Question Example: 3rd Grade-ELATest Question Example: 3rd Grade-ELA
3.RL.1.3: Describe characters in a story ( e.g., their traits, motivations, or 
feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.

PETER PAN
Wendy, John, and Michael Darling lived in London. One night, Wendy woke to 
find a strange boy sitting on the floor who was crying.
"My name is Wendy," she said. "Who are you? Why are you crying?
"I'm Peter Pan," the boy replied. "I'm crying because my shadow won't stick to 
me.“ "Don't cry," Wendy said. "We can fix that." And she sewed Peter's shadow 
to the tips of his shoes. Peter was delighted.

Describe Peter Pan’s feelings using evidence from the text. 
a.Peter Pan feels happy, “ he is smiling and laughing”
b.Peter Pan feels sad. “ I’m crying because my shadow won’t stick to me.”
c.Peter Pan feels tired. “ Who are you, why are you crying?”
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3rd Grade-Language Arts3rd Grade-Language Arts

/ Answer: B./ Answer: B.



FSA Score ReportsFSA Score Reports
-Scores for the 2015–2016 assessments will be released in June 
2016. 

-Parents/families will receive a paper score report after scores 
are distributed to the districts. Districts will report scores to 
schools and students and will notify parents/families. 

-Paper score reports will include an overall score for each subject 
of the test, an achievement level, a percentile rank for 
comparison to other similar students in Florida, and more specific 
content-area scores on the material assessed within each subject.
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Most Importantly: Most Importantly: 

• Make sure that your child gets a good night’s 
sleep.

• Eat a good breakfast before the test.

• Encourage them to relax and do the best they can!


