
 

What is PBIS? 

PBS (Positive Behavioral Interventions and Support) is a school-wide system of support that 
includes proactive strategies for defining, teaching, and supporting appropriate student behaviors 
to create positive school environments. Attention is focused on creating and sustaining primary 
(school-wide), secondary (classroom), and tertiary (individual) systems of support that improve 
lifestyle results (personal, health, social, family, work, recreation) for all children by making 
targeted behaviors less effective, efficient, and relevant, and desired behavior more functional. 

Why is it so important to focus on teaching positive social behaviors? 

Frequently, the question is asked, “Why should I have to teach kids to be good? They already 
know what they are supposed to do. Why can I not just expect good behavior?” In the past, 
school-wide discipline has focused mainly on reacting to specific student misbehavior by 
implementing punishment-based strategies including reprimands, loss of privileges, office 
referrals, suspensions, and expulsions. Teaching behavioral expectations and rewarding students 
for following them is a much more positive approach than waiting for misbehavior to occur 
before responding. The purpose of school-wide PBIS is to establish a climate in which 
appropriate behavior is the norm. 

What are the school-wide expectations at Frances K. Sweet? 

STAR Expectations 

Stay safe. 

Take responsibility. 

Always be engaged. 

Respect others. 
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