
Lincoln Park Academy 9th Grade Regular Summer Reading Assignment  
  
For the 2020-2021 school year at LPA, all incoming 9th grade students will read three novels over 
the summer and complete an assignment for each novel. The required 9th grade novel is The 
Young Elites by Marie Lu.  
  
Overview: Required Novel  
 The Young Elites is the first book in a young adult dystopian trilogy of the same name by Marie Lu. 
First published in 2014 by G.P. Putnam’s, the story centers on a teenage girl who survived a terrible blood 
fever but now possesses magical abilities that may save her world.  
 The heroine, sixteen-year-old Adelina Amouteru, survived a plague that spread across the world a 
few years ago. She lost her left eye because of the infection, and she has bright silver hair. Her sister, 
Violetta, is very pretty and still has her old hair color because she never developed the infection. 
 Adelina feels that she disappointed her family by surviving the plague. Her father tells her she’s an 
abomination, “marked” as a plague survivor. He believes she hasn’t any prospects and will always be a 
burden to him. One day, he decides to sell her to the only man who will have her as a mistress. Adelina 
tries to escape, but her anger and fear literally manifest around her, killing her father. 
 After her father’s death, officials arrest Adelina. They plan to execute her. They don’t just want to 
execute her for killing her father, but because she’s a Young Elite. Young Elites are teenagers who’ve 
developed special powers after surviving the plague. Because she’s particularly powerful, it’s imperative 
she dies before she harms anyone else. 
 
Overview Choice Novels  
In addition, students will also choose two novels from the Florida Teen Read List. The Florida 
Teen Read list can be found at https://www.floridamediaed.org/florida-teens-read.html  It is also 
listed on an attached page. 
  
Assignment One: The Young Elites  
After students read the novel, The Young Elites, they will need to answer the extended response 
questions. There are 40 questions listed, you only have to answer 20. Choose one per page 
section. The questions must be typed and in MLA format. When answering the question, make 
sure to list the number the question was (i.e., you chose #5, then write #5 next to your answer). 
The questions require answers that are thoughtful and written in complete sentences. The 
questions are attached on the following pages.  **If you cannot type them, please write them 
neatly and in MLA format.  
 
Assignment Two: Two choice novels  
Complete the attached plot curve and literary trait/term chart assignment for each novel. The 
assignments are due on the first day of school. This will also be a formative grade. During the first 
week of school, you will be required to speak about the novels you chose and write a 
summary/review of your novel.   

Students must read the three novels and complete the required assignments. The 
assignments are due on the first day of school! No exceptions! This will be a formative grade. 
If assignments are not turned in on time, the grade will become an automatic 50%. The 
deadline for late assignments is Friday, August 14, 2020. Assignments will not be accepted 
after this date.   
   



Assignment One: Discussion Questions for The Young Elites  
 
Use text information and your own interpretations to answer the questions.  
  

Adelina   Amouteru    (pp.    1 – 22)  
 

1. What is a malfetto? Why is Adelina given this label? How does this affect her standing within 
her family?  

2. Why is Adelina arrested for murder? What evidence gives you the conclusion that she may be 
a “Young Elite?” Why are these people so gifted? 
 

    (pp.    24 – 34) 
3. Infer how the public sees malfettos and Young Elites based on how the crowd responds to 

Adelina being led to her public execution. What is behind their anger? 
 
(pp.  37 – 55) 
4. Why is Adelina so confused and disorientated when she awakens in the strange bedchamber? 

How does this confusion grow when speaking with the young maid? 
5. Why is Enzo’s offer to Adelina so enticing? What words does he use to make his offer more 

appealing? What are his true motives? 
 
(pp. 56 – 58) 
6. What is Teren’s relationship with the Queen? How does this affect the job he does? Do you 

think it will lead to trouble for him? 
 
(pp. 59 – 80) 
7. Describe the differing opinions that Adelina and Raffaele have about Estenzia. What is the 

basis for their differing opinions? 
8. Adelina infers that is she fails at becoming a member of the Dagger Society, she will be killed. 

What evidence supports her inference?  
 

(pp. 81-85)  
9. What is Raffaele’s power? Why is it just as important as those who are lethal? 
 
(pp. 86-103) 
10. How does Adelina feel when Enzo helps her call forth her demons? How does this compare to 

how she felt before the test began? How has she changed?   
 
(pp. 104 – 114) 
11. Explain Raffaele’s theory of how the Elites are connected to energy. How does this explain 

the origin of the Young Elites?   
 

(pp. 115 – 119) 
12. What is behind Teren’s hatred for malfettos and members of the Young Elites?   
 
(pp. 120 – 122) 
13. How is Adelina able to blend in at the Fortunata Court? What gives her freedom and 

protection from potential clients?   



(pp. 123 – 133) 
14. Why doesn’t Adelina feel she has a choice in spying for Teren? How do you think she will 

react to being blackmailed?     
 
(pp. 134 – 145)  
15. How is Adelina able to conjure her silhouettes when confused by Spider? What effect does 

Teren’s threat have on her?   
 
(pp. 146 – 170) 
16. Was Adelina careful enough in her visit to Teren in the Inquisition Tower? What precautions 

did she take?     
17. How did Enzo and the other Daggers react to Adelina’s display of power in the town square? 

How did her intervention put her in danger and on the path to become a Dagger? 
 
(pp. 171 – 180) 
18. What is the purpose of Enzo’s attacks on Adelina during her training? What is he preparing 

her for, and why does he need to be so vicious?   
 

(pp. 181 – 195) 
19. Why do you think Gemma gets along with Adelina? What is different about Gemma when 

compared to the other Dagger?  
 
(pp. 196- 199) 
20. What does Raffaele begin to realize about Enzo’s feelings for Adelina? How do you think 

Raffaele feels about this?  
21. Why is Adelina so dangerous according to Raffaele? Why did he feel a need to protect the 

Daggers from her potential powers?     
 
(pp. 200 – 222) 
22. Explain why the Daggers believed Teren attacked Adelina. What was he really doing? What 

secret does Adelina realize about him? Do you think the Daggers know Teren’s secret as well?  
 
(pp. 223 – 240) 
23. What is the significance of Adelina’s nickname as she is inducted into the Dagger Society? 

Explain the symbolism of the “White Wolf.”  
24. Explain why the patrons of the Dagger Society are reluctant to believe in Adelina’s skills. 

Why are her skills important during the mission at the Tournament of Storms?  
 
(pp. 241 – 247) 
25. Who is Daphne? Why do you think Adelina reminds Enzo of her? Is this a dangerous situation 

for Enzo to be in?  
 
(pp 248 – 250) 
26. What is Teren’s motivation for killing the king? How does he get away with this crime 

without anyone knowing the king has been murdered?   
 
(pp. 251 – 267) 
27.  Explain the traits Adelina exhibits as she demands to see her sister. How has her training 

given her these traits?   



28. Does Adelina have darkness inside of her? How does Teren use this belief against her? What 
do you think makes her so dangerous?  

 
(pp. 268 – 273) 
29. What causes Adelina to shift from being scared and wanting to explain herself to Dante to 

being the aggressor? Explain how Dante’s words and actions unleashed her darkness. 
 
(pp. 274 – 278) 
30. Why doesn’t Adelina remember killing Dante? What have her powers done to her?  
 
(pp. 279 – 292) 
31. What type of powers does Violetta have? Why didn’t she share her secret with Adelina back 

when they were children?  
32. Why do you think Violetta was glad that Adelina killed their father? How does this relate to 

her hiding her powers from both Adelina and her father? 
 
(pp. 293 – 305) 
33. How can Violetta help Enzo win his duel and kill Teren? What does Enzo infer about the 

duel? Do you think he is right?  
34. What are the whispers inside Adelina’s head telling her? Who do they represent in her life? 
 
(pp. 305 – 324) 
35. How does the crowd react to the revelation that the Reaper is actually the crown prince, Enzo? 

What does this tell you about their feelings for Enzo? How does Teren react to this discovery? 
Do you think it will make a difference in the duel?  

36. How does Enzo die? What is Adelina’s role in his death and why does she lose control of her 
darkness? How could this situation be misconstrued? 

 
(pp. 325 – 337) 
37. Why was Adelina losing control of her illusions as she lies in the bedchamber? How was this 

similar to what happened after she killed Darius?  
38. Explain why Adelina tells Raffaele, “You’re making a mistake by not killing me now.” Is she 

going to be their enemy or is she just hurt by his casting her out? 
 
(pp. 338 – 344) 
39. Why does Adelina welcome the fear that people will have of her? What makes her want to cut 

her hair and get rid of her markings? Is she in the right frame of mind? 
40. What makes Violetta suppress Adelina’s powers? Why does she think she can “save” 

Adelina?                                    
  
  
 
 



 
 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 

  


