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2021-2022 IB English 3 
Summer Reading Assignment 

 

 

Welcome to IB English 3! 
 
Purpose: The purpose of the summer reading assignment is complex: 

• To help build confidence and competence as readers of complex texts 
• To give you a basis for literary analysis and prepare you for the rigor of class. 
• To give you, when you enter the class in the fall, an immediate basis for discussion of literature‐ elements like 

theme, narrative, viewpoint, symbolism, plot structure, etc. (We will be using the novel and activities throughout 
quarter 1 and excellent work will only benefit you!) 

• Last, but not least, to enrich your mind and stimulate your imagination 
 
Instructions: Please type these assignments and title each assignment as it is titled here. Assignments should be typed in 
MLA style with Times New Roman font, 12 points, double spaced. 

 
Grading: Total points possible=100 pts. This will be your first summative assessment (test grade) for quarter 1. It will 
be graded based upon your deeper insights on how literary/rhetorical devices as well as excerpted evidence add meaning 
to the text. Surface level interpretations as well as those found on websites such as Sparknotes are not considered ‘A’ 
level work. You will be rewarded for your own thoughts and ideas. These assignments are due the first day of class for 
the 2021- 2022 school year. Late work will be accepted until the end of the first week of school for 50% credit. 

 
***Plagiarism: Any student found to have used another person’s ideas or words including classmates or online resources 
will receive a zero for the assignment. This assignment is not group or partner work. 

 
Your summer reading consists of three required assignments. 

 
1. Assignment One – Frankenstein 

 
Read Frankenstein and annotate the novel. 

Text: Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 
Paperback: 223 pages 
Publisher: Barnes & Noble Classics 
ISBN-13: 9781593081157 

 
Annotate the text as you read, bearing in mind the suggestions for close reading from below. I will ask you to read to 
consider specific ideas in each assignment. These certainly should not be the only things you notice, but they will be 
concepts that we will discuss in class.  
 
Some items to mark and trace throughout the novel include: 

• Thematic Concepts     
o Responsibility      
o Alienation/Isolation/Loneliness 
o Judgment 
o Revenge 
o Altruism vs. Cruelty 
o Nature vs. Nurture 
o Ambition 
o Creation 
o Pride 
o Women 
o Science vs. Nature 
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o Sanity vs. Madness 
o Good vs. Evil 
o Exploration 
o Imprisonment 

 
• Symbols & Motifs 

o Fire 
o Light 
o Moon 
o Weather & Nature 
o Books 
o Language & Communication 
o Body Parts (multiple parts such as eyes, hands, etc.) 
o Windows 
o Sickness/Disease/Decay 
o Dreams 
 

• Allusions 
o Paradise Lost 
o The Bible 
o Rime of the Ancient Mariner 
o Prometheus 

 
Ideas for annotating Literature 

 
“Every Text is a lazy machine asking the reader to do some of its work.” 
– Novelist Umberto Eco 

 
• Use a pen so you can make circles, brackets and notes. If you like highlighters use one for key passages, but don’t get 

carried away and don’t only highlight. 
• If you do not wish to write in your text, sticky notes work just as well!! Use different color stickies to denote different ideas 

or literary devices and write your information on the stickies – instead of the book. 
• Look for patterns and label them (motifs, diction, syntax, symbols, images, and behavior, whatever). 
• Mark passages that seem to jump out at you because they suggest an important idea or theme- or for any other reason (an 

arresting figure of speech or image an intriguing sentence pattern, a striking example of foreshadowing, a key moment in 
the plot, a bit of dialogue that reveals character, clues about the setting etc.). 

• Mark phrases, sentences, or passages that puzzle, intrigue please or displease you. Ask questions make comments talk back 
to the text. 

• At the ends of chapters or sections write a bulleted list of key plot events. This not only forces you think about what 
happened, see the novel as whole, and identify patterns, but you create a convenient record of the whole plot. 

• Circle words you want to learn or words that jump out at you for some reason. If you don’t want to stop reading, guess then 
look the word up and jot down the relevant meaning later. You need not write out a full dictionary definition; it is often 
helpful to put the relevant meaning in your own words. 

• The Harvard College Library has posted an excellent guide to annotation, “Interrogating Texts: Six reading habits to 
Develop in your First Year at Harvard.” https://guides.library.harvard.edu/sixreadinghabits 

• If you still need help, please visit this supportive essay on how to annotate a text, 
http://www.tnellen.com/cybereng/adler.html. 
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2. Assignment Two - How to Read Literature Like a Professor (HTRLLP) (75 Points) 

Text: How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster. 
Paperback: 336 pages 
Publisher: Harper Perennial; Revised edition 
ISBN-13: 978-0062301673 

Read all of the following chapters from Foster’s book and use them to analyze Frankenstein. 

1. Chapter 1 - “Every Trip Is a Quest” 
2. Chapter 6 - “…or The Bible” 
3. Chapter 12 - “Is That a Symbol?” 
4. Chapter 19 - “Geography Matters…” 
5. Chapter 24 - “Don’t Read with Your Eyes” 

Respond to each chapter by writing a well-developed paragraph that explains the main points Foster is making (make 
sure you paraphrase Foster by putting his ideas into your own words) and show how they apply to Frankenstein (each 
paragraph should typically be a minimum of 150 words). Include at least two specific textual examples (at least one of 
which is a direct quote from the novel) that show how the author is using the technique or idea discussed in Foster’s 
chapter. Use MLA parenthetical citation to indicate where in the novel you found your examples. 

3. Assignment Three - Gothic Literature (25 points) 
 

Study the information on Gothic Literature at www.virtualsalt.com/gothic.htm. Use the information found on this 
website along with Frankenstein and HTRLLP to complete the following activities. 

 
1. List three fundamental qualities or characteristics of Gothic Literature, and then give a specific example (direct 

quotation) of when we see those elements in Shelley’s Frankenstein. Use a T-chart format. 
 

2. Read Chapter 9 of HTRLLP: “It’s More Than Just Rain or Snow.” Complete the following tasks: 

a. What are three major takeaways from this chapter? What do you know to look for when reading from now 
on? 

b. Connection to Frankenstein. Re-read pages 58-65 (beginning of Chapter 7) of the novel. Then, explain 
the significance of the stormy weather and the setting. What does this weather mean? Why does Shelley 
include it? How does it impact the story? Be clear and specific. 

Elements of Gothic Lit Example in Frankenstein 

mailto:tara.jensen@stlucieschools.org
http://www.virtualsalt.com/gothic.htm

