
HAWK NEWS 

“SOMS operates under the hashtag 

#OneHawkFamily. This means our 

staff work as a team to ensure the 

safety and success of all of our stu-

dents. “ 
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 School Calendar 
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 Here Come’s the Bus App– 

coming soon. 

Hawk T-Shirts are for Sale in the Main Office for 10 dollars. Students may wear them any 

day of the week.   

The Busy Month of December! 

December is such a busy month at Southern Oaks Middle School. Stu-
dents will be taking their  unit exams *and* midyear semester exams and 
ending their semesters by Dec 22. We are completing our third common 
writing prompt in all three grade levels.  

Families will be hearing school voicemails reminding students when their 
tests are. Please make sure your student is present for testing. If your 
child is an Algebra student or a Geometry student, you may not take these 
exams early as they are a state-tested area for high school credit. It is 
vitally important that you are there to take your semester exam, which is 
30% of your child’s grade for the semester. 

We want to make sure students are at school every day during the last 
three and a half weeks of the semester. We have a PBIS attendance  
competition going on. Students who have zero unexcused absences and 
under two excused absences in December, who have earned to “Hawk 
Bucks” from their teachers, will be able to attend the PBIS Staff-Student 
Volleyball Game on December 22, 

We are going to have some fun with an Ugly Sweater Contest on Decem-
ber 18 for kids and teachers alike. There will be some small prizes for kids 
and teachers. December 19, we are planning on wearing festive socks to 
school for fun.  
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Contact Information 
Principal’s Office 

Exec. Secretary Ann Dunshee     772-785-5659 

Principal   Bridgette Hargadine   772-785-5659 

Ass’t Principal  Amber Minarchick   772-785-5672 

Attendance  Luanne Russo    772-785-5650  

Clinic    Regina Dunn     772-785– 5643 

 

Guidance Office 

A-L Counselor Kristine Clark     772-785-5687 

M-Z Counselor Amanda Snure     772-785-5653 

 

Dean’s Office         772-785-5640 

Dean’s Clerk  Elaine Matthews 

6th Grade Dean   Todd Hibbard 

7th Grade Dean    Anthony Hills 

8th Grade Dean    Edwin Munoz 

 

ESE Student Services       772-785-5640 

ESE Clerk   Margie Rosado 

ESE Specialist Troy Luckey      

 

Intramural Sports Program      772-785-5659 

Athletic Director Nicholas Clements 

 

Cafeteria– Breakfast and Lunch    772-785-5671 
Cafeteria Manager– Bianca Smith 
 
Project Success Coordinator     772-785-5659 
Karen Lane 

 

Congratulations to 

our Educators of the 

Year 

Mr. Chris Snure: Teacher of the 

Year 

Mr. Jelterow Mckinnie: Distin-

guished Minority Educator of the 

Year 

Mr. Dylan Gefke: Outstanding First 

Year Teacher of the Year 

Ms. Stephanie Plambeck: School 

Related Employee of the Year 

We are very proud of each of them! 

 

Dress Code Reminders 

There are a few dress code expectations that we would like to remind 
parents of: 

1. Students may not wear shorts that are shorter than 2 inches above 
the knee. (This goes for skirts, too.) 

2. Clothing, including jeans, may not have holes, rips, tears or frays. 

These are the trending dress code violations we have been seeing. 
Please remember these rules.  

Construction Update 

We are 99% finished with our new roof! The 

painters will begin painting the outside of the 

school over Winter Break. Our fencing will be 

finished in January!  The we will repaint the 

main office and 8th grade hallway. 

 



Winter Concert 

 

All Families are invited 

to the Winter Concert 

on December 8, 2017 

at 6:30 PM. Santa will 

be available for pic-

tures for a dollar or two 

donation. 

We will be collecting 

unopened unwrapped 

toys for the Toys for 

Tots program. If you 

can donate a gift, that 

would be nice, but it is 

not required to attend 

the concert. We hope 

to see you there! 

 

Upcoming Martin Luther King Parade 

.  

During Martin Luther King Day, SOMS will once again take part in the Martin Luther 

King Parade on January 15. The theme for the week is Kindness. The theme for the 

parade is “The Color of Unity.” 

We are looking for a trailer someone would not mind if we decorated as our float. If 

you have one, please contact Assistant Principal Amber Minarchick at 785-5659. Our 

teachers and kids will be building our float in January. We are purchasing parade t-

shirts and some of our students will be dressing up as characters from history.  There 

will be a performance in front of the judges as well.  

We would also like to invite families to join us in the parade! You can bring the whole 

family. If you would like to join the us in the parade to march for SOMS and “The Col-

of Unity” please contact Assistant Principal Amber Minarchick at 785-5659. 

 

Picture from the 2016 Parade 



Testing Calendar 



What to Do in the Event of a Nuclear Emergency 

Our SAC and Safety Teams wanted to share with families what to do in the event there was some kind of emer-

gency at the Nuclear Power Plant that required an evacuation of our students. Hopefully, this will never happen! 

The key message here for parents is that students will be transported to the County Fair Grounds to be picked up 

by parents. We will send voice messages out to coordinate with families in an emergency. 

School Steps 

 A special “RED ALERT” code will be announced.  Special directions for evacuation will follow. 

 The goal is to transport all students and staff safely and efficiently to the St. Lucie County Fairgrounds where they must be picked up 
by their parents/family. Bear in mind that county emergency services will block Midway  from 95 to St. James and no one will be able to drive on 

it– it will be closed so busses can get to the fairgrounds. Parents will not be able to pick their student up at school.  

 Local radio and television stations will announce when parents can pick up their children.  School personnel will supervise and care for students 
until parents pick them up.  

 During the evacuation, classroom teachers will stay with their students at all times. 

 Once the initial announcement is made, student movement on campus is prohibited unless in case of emergency. 

 Dean Hills will head immediately to the bus loading zone, and he will place the numbers on the buses as they arrive.  

 Teachers without assignments and non-instructional staff will check with the main office to determine their assigned duty area during the emer-
gency. 

 If students are in the Media Center, they should remain with that class and wait for the announcement to proceed to the buses for evacuation 
during the third wave.  

 If students are in PE and outside, they should report inside the Gym immediately. 

 If the alarm is sounded during lunch period, teachers will pick up their students and return to their classrooms and await the evacuation announce-
ments.  

 Students will be secured in the building until called to board buses.  Announcements will be made over the intercom releasing in waves.  Classroom 
teachers will escort their students to the bus loading zone in waves of three. 

 When evacuating, teachers should CALMLY escort their students to their designated boarding area and stay with their class.  

 Teachers will board the buses with their students. 

 Teachers are to take attendance twice.  Once BEFORE leaving their classroom for the buses and a SECOND time once they have boarded the bus to 
confirm that everyone is accounted for on the bus. The classroom teacher will bring the attendance record book, along with any emergency phone 
numbers and addresses. 

 All staff members with walkie-talkies should bring them on the buses.  

 After all students are loaded on the buses, the office staff, cafeteria staff, and all non-instructional staff will board the buses.  

 Maintenance staff, once a building is evacuated, please ensure that nobody is in the building; secure the building by locking all exit/entrance doors.  
Please repeat this process as each announce is made.  

 When the buses arrive at the Fair Grounds, we will remain together as a school.  Teachers will remain with their students until parents arrive to 
pick them up.  Children should only be released to a parent or a person designated by the parent.  We will have computers to check parent IDs. 
Parents need to make sure and bring their ID’s.  Kids will stay with their teacher in the meantime.  



School Calendar 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1   

 

2 

 

4 

Math and Sci Tu-

toring After School 

ESOL Tutoring PM 

5 

ELA/SS Tutoring PM 

6 

Math and Sci Tu-

toring After 

School 

ESOL Tutoring PM 

7 

ELA/SS Tutoring 

PM 

8 

Winter Band Concert 

6:30 

9 

Saturday Academy 

8:30-12:00 

11 ESOL Tutoring 

PM 

Math and Sci Tu-

toring After School 

ESOL Tutoring PM 

12ELA/SS Tutoring 

PM 

 

 

 

13 

Math and Sci Tu-

toring After 

School 

ESOL Tutoring PM 

14 

ELA/SS Tutoring 

PM 

15 

 

16 

 

18 

No tutoring this 

week 

Ugly Sweater Con-

test 

19  

Festive Sock Day 

20 

 

21 

 

22 PBIS Basketball 

1/2 Day PM Teacher 

Work Day 

End of the Nine 

Weeks 

Grades Due. 

Grinch Green Day 

23 

Winter Break 

25 26 27 28 29 30 

    School Starts again 

January 8. 

 



Southern Oaks Middle School 
School Advisory Council (SAC) 

November 16, 2017 Meeting Minutes  
 

Welcome/Introductions/Attendance  
Ms. Hargadine began the meeting at 8:35 AM in room 505A by welcoming everyone followed by introduc-

tions.  

 

Review/Approve Minutes from Prior Meeting/October 
First motions to approve October SAC Minutes made by Mr. Luckey, second motion made by Ms. 

Conard and Mr. Singh, all were in favor to approve minutes.  

 

SIP Reviews/Updates & MTSS (RtI) Leadership Team Reviews/Updates 
Update regarding communication procedures utilizing the student planners was reviewed at our last 

faculty/staff meeting in addition to the importance of teachers inputting grades in skyward quickly 

for parents to review and stay current with their child’s progress.  We hope you are seeing an in-

crease with communication through the student planners.  Mr. Singh suggested since the process 

was reviewed with teachers that parents be notified as well to check their child’s planner for com-

munication purposes.  Parents can retrain themselves so to speak to be aware teachers are utilizing 

the planners now if they weren’t in the past.   

We are making tremendous improvements in our ELA department with our students who are continue 

to score higher than the district average.  Our math students in sixth grade are third in the district. 

We are meeting with our Pre-Algebra and Algebra teachers on strategies and ideas to help their lev-

el one and two students to be successful and make learning gains in the program.  We have seen a 

decrease in the scores with having so many students in the program as well as the lower level of 

students.  Algebra students continue to move along and are doing quite well.  Our Geometry stu-

dents are off the charts with learning gains, thank you to Mr. Snure our Teacher of the Year for 

Southern Oaks Middle School who works diligently to keep the students successful. We have 85% - 

87% of our students in Civics who are passing their Unit Exams.  We do have some who earn 100% 

on their Unit Exam.  We have proposed to the students if they earn 100% passing rate on seven out 

of the nine Unit Exams they take they will be attending a special event.  Students are excited!  

 

Budget 
No update on the budget at this time.  

 

Open Forum/Discussion 
A copy of the safety plan was distributed to everyone and procedures reviewed regarding Code Yellow, 

Code Red, and Nuclear Emergency Evacuation Plans.   

 

 Next Meeting 
The next SAC/PTO meeting is scheduled for December 21, 2017  

 
 



Contact Us 

Southern Oaks Middle School 
5500 NE St James Drive 
Port St. Lucie, FL 34983 
 

Principal  Bridgette Hargadine 

Bridgette. Hargadine@stlucieschools.org 

Visit us on the web at http:/

schools.stlucie.k12.fl.us/som/ 

District Activities 

Every Student Future Ready 

 

Resiliency 

 
Here Comes the Bus App 
 
SOMS is not yet on board with this App. We will let you know when 
we are. It is coming! 
 

St. Lucie Public Schools (SLPS) is extending the adoption of an inno-
vative mobile device app and website entitled Here Comes the 
Bus.  Five more schools are coming on board with this user friendly 
tool that allows parents and authorized caregivers to view the real-
time location of their child’s school bus on a smartphone, tablet or 
computer. 

Transportation Director Don Carter explained that while five schools 
(Fort Pierce Magnet School of the Arts, Lawnwood Elementary, Mari-
posa Elementary, Savanna Ridge Elementary, and West Gate K-8) 
are included in the early phase of the roll-out plan, the District will 
continue to add additional schools until all schools are included in the 
system.  The tool was successfully piloted with Allapattah Flats K-8 at 
the close of last school year.  He said, “Adding schools in stages al-
lows our bus routers to ensure routing accuracy within the Here 
Comes the Bus system.”  Carter also emphasized the importance of 
customer feedback.  “We want to know what our parents are thinking 
and what benefit this provides them,” he said, “A positive customer 
service experience with the safety and well-being of student riders is 
at the heart of this implementation.” 

Here Comes the Bus app is free and enables parents and authorized 
caregivers to: 

 See the location of their child’s bus both before and after school 

pick-up 

 Confirm that their child’s bus has arrived at the bus stop, at 

school or both 

 Receive a push notification or email message when the bus is a 

certain distance from the bus stop 
Here Comes the Bus is powered by Synovia Solutions, makers of the 
GPS-tracking technology used by St. Lucie Public Schools to in-
crease safety and cost savings as it relates to our school bus fleet. 

The Education Foundation of St. Lucie and Culver’s in Tradition 

are partnering for a “Share Night” to benefit the Foundation. On 

Wednesday, December 6th from 4-8 PM, Culver’s will donate a 

portion of their receipts to the Education Foundation. Mention the 

Education Foundation when you order. Culver’s features delicious 

burgers and their famous custard-like ice…  


