
Grow to Change: Change to Grow 

Common Expectations for Behaviors at 
Southern Oaks Middle School



DRESS CODE
PERIOD 1: REVIEW SLIDES 1-13 AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS. 



DRESS CODE

STATEMENT TO STUDENTS:

There are certain rules and behaviors that help make our 
environment safe for everyone. These rules and behaviors 
help us focus on learning. For your safety, we cannothave 
students on campus out of dress code. 

Rule: All student clothing and related wear MUSTfollow the 
dress code policy and be worn appropriately.  Any student not 
following the rule for any item outlined in the Student Dress 
Code Policy will be considered in violation of the Dress Code 
Policy.



The dress code has not changed from the policy that is in the 
Student Handbook; however, beginning Monday, 8/16: the dress 
code rules we are focusing on are as follows:

ÅHoodies are allowed but hoods must always be worn down 

ÅStudent must wear a collared shirt or a school shirt to school (no other 
exceptions)

ÅNo sweats or joggers

ÅPants/Shorts/Skirts must be without holes, frays and/or large graphics

ÅNo underclothing/undergarments visible at any time (not even under 
pants/shorts/skirts (This includes gym shorts) 

ÅNo hats or bandanas of any type (see Dress Code Policy)

ÅSandals may be worn if they have a backstrap around the heel. (No 
strapless sandals!)



Dress Code Policy - Students MAY wear:

ÅCollared shirt, turtleneck, or official school spirit shirt purchased from 
ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ [ƻƎƻΩǎκƎǊŀǇƘƛŎǎ ƻƴ ǎƘƛǊǘǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ǎƘƛǊǘǎ 
may be no larger than pocket sized. You may not alter a school spirit 
shirt. Shirts may be no longer than your mid hips. You must tuck in 
shirts that are longer than the inseam of your pants.

ÅDresses, shorts, skirts, or skirt slits at KNEE LENGTH or below. Touch 
your knee bone (patella). That is KNEE LENGTH.

ÅPants, shorts, or skirts.All must be worn above the HIP BONE. Your 
pants MAY NOT SAG.

ÅShoes, tennis shoes, boots, or sandals WITH a strapτthis includes 
Crocs, but students must wear the strap. 



Dress Code Policy - Students MAY NOTwear:
ÅHouse slippers in any form or clothing that is pajama type in 

nature.

ÅAnything that exposes the undergarments or is see-through 
(sheer) in nature or is tight and revealing.

ÅAnything that has holes, tears, shredding or frays of any kind. 

ÅClothing, accessories, bandannas, jewelry or flags associated 
with gangs, or referencing drugs, tobacco, alcohol, weapons, 
violence, or sex. The only acceptable flag is the United States 
Flag (Stars and  Stripes).

ÅAccessories that create a safety concern (wallet chains, 
studded necklaces, wrist bands, rings, hair picks or large metal 
combs).



Dress Code Policy Continued - Students MAY 
NOTwear: 

ÅT-shirts, tank tops, halter tops, over 
collared shirts. Long shirts that go past the 
mid-hip bone.

ÅLeggings, jeggings, yoga pants, athletic 
shorts/pants, board shorts, sweat pants, 
including Nike or Adidas-style sweatpants 
ŀƴŘ άƧƻƎƎŜǊǎΦέ

ÅHoodies may be  worn, but must be size-
appropriate and may not extend past the 
hips.

ÅHats of any type.

ÅFlip-flops or backless shoes. 



ShortsτYOU MAYWEAR THESE!



ShortsτYOU MAY NOT WEAR THESE.

These are 
not knee 
length. 
Therefore, 
you may 
NOT wear 
them.



PantsτYOU MAY WEAR THESE!



JoggersτYou MAY NOT wear these. 



DRESS CODE

Å¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴκŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ 
judge of wearing apparel/accessories and will 
determine whether or not such items are appropriate, 
disruptive, offensive, distracting, or in violation of 
health and safety rules.



CONSEQUENCES ςDRESS CODE POLICY
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS/CONSEQUENCES FOR STUDENTS WHO DO NOT FOLLOW THE DRESS CODE POLICY:

1st offense ς9ȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ά{ha{ ǿŀȅέ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ 
the problem.  

ÅThe student could also elect to turn a shirt inside-out if it corrects/covers-up the problem.

Å¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ όǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎύ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ōƛƴέ 
ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀƴΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΦ

Å If a hat or other head covering is worn:

1st time - Put it away.

2nd time ςPlease let me hold it until your parent/guardian can pick it up.

2nd offense ςLunch Detention and Teacher or staff member contact with the parent/guardian outlining the dress code 
issue(s).  Ask the parent to review the dress code policy with the student.  Offer clothes from the clothing bin if necessary. 

3rd offense ςSame as above with Admin/Dean contact home / BIC with Ripple Effects.  ςif child is defiant, call for a pick up 
(do not escalate the situation).

4th offense -ςBIC with Ripple Effects / Potential Saturday School / ςparent meeting with deans and/or principal.



TRANSITIONS
PERIOD 2: REVIEW SLIDES 14-23 AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS.



TRANSITION/HALL PASSES

Student Statement
ÅHall passes are bonds of trust between staff and students to go to a 

certain place for a certain reason. Not only do you lose academic time 
when you are not in class, we are also concerned about your safety 
and want you to benefit from the supervision of adults. Therefore, 
beginning Monday: 

ÅRule: Any student not in their assigned classroom during class time 
MUST have a hall pass that: (a) is signed by the teacher and (b) has 
the appropriate date and time. 



TRANSITION/HALL PASSES

Student Statement
ÅOnce in class and with teacher permission, students must sign in/out 

with time noted. 

ÅTeachers MUST provide students with a pass when leaving the 
classroom (regardless of how far they are going). 

ÅStudents may use the restroom 10 minutes after the tardy bell rings 
until 10 minutes before the dismissal bell ringsτthis is referred to as 
FREEZE TIME.



FREEZE TIME

ÅThe first ten minutes and last ten minutes of class are 
FREEZE TIME. No students are permitted to leave 
class.

ÅOnly one student may leave class at a time to use the 
restroomτthere should NEVER be a steady stream of 
students in and out of the classroom.

ÅThe restrooms in the cafeteria are open during lunch. 



TRANSITION/HALL PASSES

Student Statement
ÅStudents will be supervised while traveling to and from their electives 

(i.e., Band, Gym and Building 5). 

ÅStudents sent outside the classroom with a hall pass must return to 
their classroom before that class dismisses. 

ÅAll passes must be visible (at all times) and presented when asked for 
(at any time) by an adult. 

ÅHall passes will be filled out completely in INK. Students will NOT be 
handed blank hall passes to fill out. 

ÅAdministration will closely monitor student use of hall passes and 
make calls home when abuse or medical issues are suspected



TRANSITION/LUNCH

ÅLUNCH: Students are expected to walk quietly 
with their class to and from the cafeteria in a 
single-file line. 



TRANSITION/MORNING ARRIVAL

ÅStudents may not arrive on campus before 9:10 AM.

ÅStudents will enter campus through the courtyard or the bus loopτthe doors to 
the hallways in the bus loop will remain locked at all times. 

ÅStudents: once you arrive on campus, you may report to the cafeteria for 
breakfast, OR you may report to your first period class, but, once you are in your 
first period class in the morning, you may NOT leave to visit another classroom, 
wander around campus, or suddenly decide to attend breakfast.

ÅStudents cannot bring drinks and/or food to first period in the morning. (Students 
arriving late to school may not leave the office with drinks and/or food.)

ÅBuses unload at 9:15; students report to the cafeteria ORfirst period.



TRANSITION/AFTERNOON DISMISSAL

BE SILENT DURING THE ANNOUNCEMENTS!

ÅWalkers/Parent Pick-Up: 

ÅWait for the announcements to release you from class at 3:55 p.m. 

ÅDO NOT wait for classmates in the hallway or the courtyard--you must immediately make your way 
to parent pick-up or off campus. 

ÅBus Riders: 

ÅDO NOT wait for classmates in the hallway or courtyardτyou must immediately report to your 
assigned bus location, which will be reviewed in a separate PowerPoint on Tuesday, 8/17. 
Always LISTEN carefullyfor the announcement of your bus.

ÅOnce you are in the bus loop, pay close attention to the announcements.  The staff on duty will 
direct you to your bus. 

ÅWhile waiting for you bus, always stay in front of the yellow line. You should never walk in the 
street or chase your bus. 



TRANSITIONA/AFTERNOON DISMISSAL

ÅTEACHERS:
ÅCheck the bus roster and determine who are walkers, parent pick-up, or bus 

riders. 
ÅDevelop a system for recording the bus numbers on the board, so students 

are hearing and seeing the bus numbers. 

ÅSTUDENTS:
ÅIf you have questions in the bus loop, always ask a staff member on duty for 

help. 
ÅIf you miss your bus, immediately report to the front office for assistance. 
ÅIf you continuously miss your bus, the dean will meet with you, call your 

parent(s), and you will receive discipline consequences. 


