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About this Handbook 

Please note 

This handbook is designed to keep students and parents informed as to policies and pro-
cedures followed at Southport Middle School and to provide you with a tentative sched-
ule of activities for the 2018-2019 school year.  All of the activities and dates are project-
ed and subject to change.  Please check our monthly parent newsletter, The Hurricane 
Herald, for periodic updates and last minute changes.  If you have any questions about 
any of the activities listed, please give us a call at 337-5900.   
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 encourage a gradually increasing degree of independence for students
 assure articulation with other schools
 provide an instructional program which introduces the formal academic subjects
 encourage students to explore fine arts disciplines

 encourage teachers to collect and share significant information about students
 assist in affective development and decision making skills

Students will be encouraged to: 

 think independently and critically
 take responsibility for their own learning and understand how knowledge is constructed
 learn to respect themselves, others and the world around them

 be active in their communities
 become more culturally aware, through the development of a second language
 be able to engage with people in an increasingly globalized, rapidly changing world

We aim to develop learners that are Inquirers, Thinkers, Communicators, and Risk-takers, as well as being 
Knowledgeable, Principled, Open-minded, Caring and Balanced.   

Mission Statement 

Our mission is to  
inspire and empower compassionate, global 

learners who are committed to creating 
a better and more peaceful world. 

Southport Middle School is a candidate school* for the MYP.  This school is pursuing 
authorization as an IB World School.  IB World Schools share a common philosophy—         
a commitment to high-quality, challenging, international education—that we believe is 
important for our students. 

*Only schools authorized by the IB Organization can offer any of its four academic 
programmes:

The Primary yearsProgramme (PYP), the Middle Years Programme (MYP), the Diploma 
Programme (DP), or the career-related Pro-gramme (CP).  Candidate status gives no 
guarantee that authorization will be granted.

For further information about the IB and its programmes visit http://www.ibo.org. 

About the  

Middle School Program  

The Middle School program is designed to provide the adolescent student with the support that he/she needs to make 
a smooth transition from either the elementary to the middle grades, or from the middle grades to the high school 
level.  The program addresses the unique needs of the middle school child both socially and academically. 

Our program specifically tries to implement the following concepts shown by research to be effective in meeting the 
needs of middle grades students:   



4 

Grade Six 

Core Courses: 

Mathematics 
Language Arts/Reading (Literacy) 
Science 
World History 

Electives: 

Art Through Literacy (Half Year) 
Physical Education (Half Year) 
Band (Full year) 

Grade Seven 

Core Courses: 

Mathematics 
Language Arts/Reading (Literacy) 
Science 
World History 

Electives: 

Art Through Literacy (Half Year) 
Physical Education (Half Year) 

Grade Eight 

Core Courses: 

Mathematics (Advanced Algebra/Geometry) 
Language Arts/Reading (Literacy) 
Science 
World History 

Electives: 

Art Through Literacy (Half Year) 
Physical Education (Half Year) 
Band (Full year) 
Drama (Full year) 

Career planning is required for promotion to high 

Course Offerings, Grades, Progress 

Reports & Homework 

A variety of courses are offered at each grade level each 
year.  Courses provided for each grade level are listed to 
the left.  Courses offered allow students an opportunity 
to develop academically, socially and personally. All 
courses are aligned to the Florida Standards. 

Grades 
Each teacher will explain how grades are calculated 
and/or weighted within their course.  The grading system 
will be either a numerical (90-100) or a letter (A, B, C) 
grading system. The grading scale used at Southport 
Middle School is as follows: 

A=Excellent 100-90 4.0-3.6 
B=Above Average 80-89 3.5-2.6 
C=Average 70-79 2.5-1.6 
D=Below Average 60-69 1.5-0.8 
F=Failure 59-0 0.7-0.0 

Progress Reports 
Student academic progress reports are updated and post-
ed on Skyward Family Access every three weeks begin-
ning in September.  You may access your child’s pro-
gress report by completing a Skyward Family Access 
form.  Please be sure to register with Mrs. McFadden  at 
the front desk to obtain a user name and password.  You 
will need to have a photo ID to complete the process.  
Paper copies are available upon request. These reports 
give you an idea as to how your child is progressing dur-
ing the nine week period. If you request paper reports,  
they are sent home with the student. They are not mailed.  
It is critical that parents consistently monitor their 
child’s progress by checking Family Access on desig-
nated progress report dates and communicate direct-
ly with their teacher if there is a concern.  

Homework 

It is the belief at our school that a student’s success in 
class depends on the daily completion of homework.  
Therefore homework is assigned and  graded.
Homework is the learning experience that allows the 
student to prac-tice the concepts learned in class.  Pa-
rental supervision is a must for a child’s success in 
school. To add to your child’s academic success 

please check their agenda on a daily basis to monitor
assigned home-work and make an effort to check 
the completeness, promptness and organizational 
format of your child’s homework.  All students are 
required to read inde-pendently 20 minutes each 
school night.  

NOTE:  The State of Florida requires Physical Education for 
all students not needing remediation for at least one semester 
per year.  Parents must sign a waiver under certain conditions 
for their child not to take Physical Education such as if they 
choose to take a full year course elective. 
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Arrival at School 

Students are not permitted on campus prior to 9:15 a.m. as there is no supervision available. At 9:15 
a.m. all students should either report DIRECTLY to the cafeteria or directly to homeroom. Students
arriving after 9:40 a.m. should check in with the front office to obtain a tardy pass.
Students who arrive to school after the tardy bell rings must be escorted in to the office and signed in
by the parent in the “Tardy Book”.  Documentation MUST be shown so the student will receive an ex-
cused tardy.  If a student arrives unescorted, he/she will receive an unexcused tardy.  When an unes-
corted student arrives tardy to school, he/she must go to the front office to obtain a late slip and give
the name and homeroom teacher to the attendance clerk.

Student Attendance & Make-Up Work 

All students should try to attend school every day.  State and district mandates make student at-
tendance more important than ever.  Keep in mind that a student’s attendance may impact whether 
a student is promoted or retained for the year.  If a student is absent from school, 
keep in mind that when he/she returns it will be necessary to have a note written by 
their parent or parent’s physician explaining their absence.  This note should include: 

 the student’s full name
 the date (s) the student was absent
 the date the note is written
 the specific reason for the absence
 signature of the parent/guardian
Notes should be submitted within 3 days of the student’s return and given to the student’s home-
room/first period teacher.

Make-up work: 
*Allowed for all absences, excused or unexcused
*Students have 1 day to make up the work for each day absent, not including the day of return, un-
less the principal approves an extension due to unusual circumstances. Previously assigned work
is due on the day the student returns to school.
*All work, regardless of the number of days absent, must be made up on or before grades are due
in the final quarter of the school year. *Students whose work is turned in after the end of the grad-
ing period for quarters one through three, will receive an “I” or incomplete. If the work is turned in
on-time, the student will receive the grade for the work.
*Incomplete grades become “F” or “0” if not replaced with the grade for the makeup work that was
turned in on time
*Students will take announced tests on the first day of return to school. Student will be allowed 2-
days to prepare for tests assigned during the absence
Grade 6-8 Provision:
*Students must request makeup work; students will not be penalized for makeup work that is
requested, but not provided by the teacher
*Upon student’s request, the teacher will inform student/parent of work to be made up.
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Attendance Counts in St. Lucie County! 

School attendance is important.  Each parent and guardian of a child within the compulsory attendance age 
(6-18) is responsible for the child’s attendance as required by law.  Additionally, it can make the differ-ence 
between good and poor grades, graduating and not graduating, and achieving your goals.  Please carefully 
read the attendance policies in this brochure for students in St. Lucie County Schools. 
 Every absence will be listed as unexcused until the school receives a note within 3 days that has been

signed by the parent and contains the following information:  student’s name, date of absences, reason
for the absences, and a daytime telephone number.

 Tardies/early pickups will be excused or unexcused.  Excused tardies/early pickups must meet the same
criteria as an excused absence and have a parent note.  For students in grades K-5, every 5th unexcused
tardy will convert to an unexcused absence.

 Once a student in grades K-12 has accumulated 3 excused tardies or absences due to leaving school early
for medical/dental appointments within a semester, the parent must provide documentation from a physi-
cian that the student had a medical/dental appointment for subsequent class absences or tardies to be ex-
cused.

 Students sent home for head lice must be checked before they can be admitted back to class.   Students
who return to school and still have lice or nits will remain in the clinic/office and will not be counted as
“in attendance”.

 Students who have accumulated more than 10 excused or 5 unexcused absences in a semester, must have
vacation travel approved by the principal in advance for the absences to be excused.

 Missing the bus is excused if the bus is more than 5 minutes early or more than 15 minutes late.

Physician Authorization Requirement 
A note from a physician containing the dates of the absences for which excuse is sought and the reason for the 
absence is required in the following circumstances:  

 Student has accumulated a total of 10 excused or 5 unexcused absences within a semester, subsequent ab-
sences of 3 or more consecutive days may not be excused unless documentation is received demonstrating
that attendance was impractical or inadvisable on account of sickness or injury, attested to by a written
statement of a physician

 Student has accumulated a total of 15 excused absences or 8 unexcused absences within the school year,
subsequent absences of 2 or more consecutive days will not be excused unless: (a) the parent has on file
with the school a statement from a licensed physician documenting the student’s chronic medical condi-
tion and a valid release allowing the school to communicate with the physician, and/or (b) documentation
is received demonstrating that attendance was impractical or inadvisable on account of sickness or injury,
attested to by a written statement of a physician

Students can be withdrawn for non-attendance 
School staff will make efforts to resolve non-attendance in a timely manner so that students’ grades 

and credits are not significantly jeopardized.  Parents will be contacted by the school to participate in resolv-
ing the non-attendance.  When a student is withdrawn, or is in danger of being withdrawn for non-attendance, 
the school will inform the parent of the educational options available. 

Students can lose their current or pending driver’s license 
Students with 15 unexcused absences in a 90-day period or who have withdrawn from school with a 

dropout code will be reported, by law, to the Department of Safety and Motor Vehicles.  These students will 
lose their current or pending driver’s license.  Licenses can only be reinstated by attending school for a mini-
mum of 30 consecutive days with no unexcused absences 
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Attendance can affect Temporary Cash Assistance 

Students with an accumulated 15 unexcused absences in a 90-day period or who have withdrawn from 
school with a dropout code are reported to the Department of Children and Families.  These families will not 
be eligible for Temporary Cash Assistance (TCA) from the Department.  In addition, eligible TCA parents 
must participate in a Parent-Teacher conference once each semester for each dependent child of compulsory 
attendance age (6-18 years).  Parents must make appointments with the school to hold these conferences.  
TCA can only be reinstated by attending school for a minimum of 30 consecutive days with no unexcused 
absences.   
Lack of attendance can result in court action 

As required by law, elementary school  truancy cases are filed in the Circuit County in St. Lucie 
County.   A Truancy Petition can be filed when a student has 5 unexcused absences in a 30-day period or 10 
unexcused absences in a 90-day period.  Truancy cases are official judicial cases.  Penalties include, but are 
not limited to: monetary fines, jail time, student being placed in a shelter, and loss of custody. Middle and 
high school truancy cases may be referred to CINS/FINS for intervention. 

Learn More 
Please read the District Student Progression Plan for more information regarding the Attendance 
Policies in the Saint Lucie County School District at www.stlucie.k12.fl.us  

What you can do 
 Tell your child that you expect good school attendance
 Partner with the school in monitoring your child’s school attendance
 Call the attendance office to confirm their child’s attendance in all classes
 Register for Skyward Family Access at the school to view your child’s academic and attendance progress

online
 Send a signed and detailed note to school within 3 days of absence
 Request makeup work immediately upon your child’s return to school or during the absence.  All makeup

work must be turned in within 10-days of the return to school
 Apply for the Homebound/Hospitalized School Program by contacting the Guidance Office if your child

is confined to the home for a  minimum of fifteen (15) days
 Respond immediately to all calls or letters from the school indicating that your child is accumulating un-

excused absences or tardies
 Send a copy of medical documentation to the school when your child has missed school and seen a physi-

cian.  Retain the original documentation for yourself
 If you suspect your child is skipping classes or school, contact the school immediately
 Carefully read the school’s student handbook

CAMPUS VISITORS 

Our campus uses the Raptor system for visitors. Please be advised that anytime you visit our campus, 

YOU MUST REPORT DIRECTLY TO THE MAIN OFFICE.  In order to better protect our students, 

visitors and staff , all visitors will be required to show a valid, government-issued ID.  

Thank you for your cooperation. 

PHOTO ID REQUIRED 

http://www.stlucie.k12.fl.us
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Textbooks 
All textbooks are loaned to students for their use during the school year. Textbooks that are checked out are to 
be kept clean and handled carefully.  The student’s name and homeroom number are to be written on the book 
label in case the book is misplaced.  Remember students are responsible for the books checked out to them.  

All books must be returned before the end of the school year.
Parents/guardians will be required to pay for lost or damaged books assigned to their child.  No books will be issued
to students who have not returned or paid for books issued during the previous year.  End of year activities will be 
de-nied to students owing obligations.  

Parent Communications 

How We Keep You Informed 

Good communication between the school and it’s par-
ents is an essential part of a good education.  Without 
good communication parents don’t know what is hap-
pening on campus and the school lacks information that 
it can use to better help it’s students.  For this reason, 
Southport Middle School has a number of regularly 
scheduled communication options for parents.  These 
include: 
 Parent newsletters from our Principal posted on

school website and emailed to parents.
 Progress reports are available 3 times each nine

weeks beginning in September.
 School web page at www.stlucie.k12.fl.us/spm
 Email blast via Skyward
 School Messenger telephone messages from our

Principal, as well as absentee notification from the
district.

It is critical that you keep your contact information 
up-to-date and complete new forms to have it updat-
ed any time that there is a change to  
 Phone
 Address
 E-mail

  Communication is the key to success! 

* The most effective and efficient way to communicate
with your child’s teacher is by using their email address
identified in their course syllabus and/or on the school
webpage.

Please do not email teachers through Skyward 
email.  

How to Check a Student Out of School 

Students are not to leave campus without check-
ing out through the Front Office.  Before a stu-
dent can leave campus during the school day, the 
front office clerk must be able to verify the rea-
son for leaving with a parent or guardian.  A writ-
ten note with a phone number for parent contact 
is necessary if the parent is not checking the stu-
dent out in person.  Students can only be released 
to parents, legal guardians or their authorized 
designees.  Authorized designees must be 18 
years of age or older.  Identification will be 
checked before the student will be released to 
anyone. IDENTIFICATION IS MANDA-
TORY.   If there is someone to whom a stu-
dent should not be released, please let us know at 
once.   

If you need to pick up your child before 
dismissal, please arrive at the school be-
fore 3:30pm.  Parents arriving to pick up 
their students after 3:30pm will have to 
wait until the 4:00pm dismissal bell to get 
their child, unless a doctor’s appointment 
notice to excuse the absence for the rest of 
the day requesting early pick-up is submit-
ted in advance in which case the child will 
be given a pass to leave class.  If a note is 
not available, the student can bring notice 
the following day for the absence to be 
changed from unexcused to excused. 

 A child can be released early once during each 
grading period where documentation of a reason 
is not required. Make up work will not be ap-
proved  for non-documented reasons.  Please re-
fer to the Student Progression Plan for more in-
formation. 

If you have any questions regarding our sign-out 
procedures please contact the front office clerk at 
337-5900 X 0.
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Southport’s Dress Code & Appearance Policy 

Parents and students have the primary responsibility for ensuring 
that students are appropriately dressed for school.  An individual’s 
grooming and the way he/she dresses have a bearing on how oth-
ers react to him/her, and therefore effects his/her behavior.  Any 
form of dress or hairstyle that is considered contrary to good hy-
giene or which is disruptive to the purpose or conduct of the 
school will not be permitted.  If a style constitutes a threat to the 
health and safety of the students, it will not be permitted at school.  
Administration will make the final determination.  

Students will be expected to strictly adhere to the Dress 
Code/Appearance Policy and upon arrival at school each student 
is required to be in compliance with the Dress Code Guidelines. 

2018-2019 DRESS CODE GUIDELINES (LEVEL 1): 

Shirts:  Please note that all students are required to wear solid 
color crewneck Southport Middle School t-shirts or IB 
shirts. Var ious colors of the required t-shirts will be avail-
able. Fridays only: Students may wear a Southport Middle 
School spirit t-shirt.  Spirit t-shirts include band, drama, PE, 
class or team t-shirts that represent Southport Middle School. 
School t-shirts will be sold in the book store located in the 
600 building from 9:15-9:40 a.m. Cost is $7.00 -$10.00 per t-
shirt.  

Pants/Shorts/Skirts:  All pants must be worn at the waist 
without visible undergarments. Students must wear solid 
colored or plaid pants, shorts, skirts or jeans. White 
pants/shorts/skirts are not allowed.  All clothing must fit 
appropriately.  No torn, cut or frayed clothing will be al-
lowed.  Lewd or graphic pictures and writing are not allowed 
on clothing.  . Skirt or shorts must be knee length.   SWEAT 
PANTS, LEGGINGS, KNIT JOGGERS, GYM 
SHORTS, FLANNELS, SWIM WEAR, PAJAMA BOT-
TOMS AND DRESSES ARE NOT ALLOWED. 

Jackets/sweaters/sweatshirts: Only garments intended as out-
erwear such as JACKETS, SWEATERS, or SWEAT-
SHIRTS may be worn OVER the Southport Middle School t-
shirt. All other styled shirts including collared, long sleeve t-
shirts, flannels or thermals must be worn under the Southport 
Middle School t-shirt. 

Shoes:  Shoes must be flat and have closed toes and closed 
backs. Sneakers are strongly suggested for both boys and 
girls. FLIP FLOPS AND SLIPPERS ARE NOT AL-
LOWED. 

Jewelry:  For  safety reasons, jewelry should be limited, over-
sized earrings greater than 1” are not permitted. 

1” diameter for earrings 

When a student’s appearance at school becomes a disruptive factor, a safety 
hazard, or an impropriety, parents will be called to bring appropriate clothing.  
If a parent is unavailable or unable to provide appropriate clothing, the student 
will receive the following consequences each semester: 

LEVEL 1 OFFENSES: (non-school shirt, non-approved pants, etc.) 
First Offense:  Contact Parent via phone 
Second Offense:  Written Warning; Notice Home and Contact Parent via 
phone and Lunch Detention 
Third Offense:  Refer ral is issued; Half Day BIC (Behavior  Intervention 
Classroom) Assignment 
Fourth Offense:  Refer ral is issued; Full Day BIC (Behavior  Intervention 
Classroom) Assignment 
Fifth and Succeeding Referrals:  Refer ral is issued; One day Out of 
School Suspension 

(BIC availability pending funding, policy may change) 

STATE MANDATED DRESS CODE (LEVEL 2) 

Each student is responsible for displaying respect for self and others through 
appropriate dress that maintains an orderly learning environment.  Each stu-
dent is prohibited from wearing clothing that exposes underwear or body parts 
in an indecent or vulgar manner or in a manner that disrupts the orderly learn-
ing environment while on school grounds during the regular school day. 
LEVEL 2 OFFENSES:(clothing that reveals skin or  undergarments etc.) 
First Offense:  Verbal warning, Pr incipal or  designee calls parent or  
guardian. 
Second Offense:  Student is ineligible to par ticipate in any extracur r icu-
lar activity for a period of up to 5 days, and the Principal or designee shall 
meet with the student’s parent or guardian. 
Third and Succeeding Offenses:  Student shall r eceive a BIC assignment 
not to exceed 3 days, is ineligible to participate in any extracurricular activity 
for a period not to exceed 30 days and the principal shall call the student’s 
parent or guardian and send a written letter regarding the student’s BIC as-
signment and ineligibility to participate in extracurricular activities to the 
parent or guardian.   
Note:  The administration reserves the r ight to determine whether  a stu-
dent’s dress is disruptive, unsafe, or improper.  It is the expectation that all 
staff members enforce the dress code and violations are reported to the dean’s 

office by the team leader. 

School shirts can be purchased in the book store in the 600 building 
from 9:15—9:40 every morning.  

Other garments: Hats, caps, visors, scarves, bandanas, sweat-
bands, and sunglasses (unless prescribed by a doctor) are not 
permitted on school grounds.  Hoods may not be worn on the 
head. Ear buds may not be worn around the neck or under-
shirts while on campus. 

PBS Incentives:  PBS will design an incentive program for 
dress code which would allow occasional t-shirts, striped 
shirts, sports clothing, hats, etc.  Parents will be notified for 
exception to the dress code policy. 

ATTENTION EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS:   

DRESS CODE FOR PROMOTION CEREMONY AND 
DANCE: The dress code for students on this special day is 
semi-formal:  
Gentlemen—dress slacks or khakis and a button down shirt 
(tucked in) with a belt and tie.  
Ladies—dress slacks, skirts or dresses.  Dresses and skirts 
MUST BE ANKLE LENGTH.  Dresses must cover cleavage. 

STRAPLESS AND SPAGHETTI STRAP DRESSES ARE 
NOT ALLOWED.  All shoes must have backs with heels no 
higher than 3 inches.   Slides, flip flops will not be permitted.  
No shorts, jeans or t-shirts.  

ANY STUDENT WHO DOES NOT FOLLOW THIS DRESS 
CODE WILL NOT BE PERMITTED TO PARTICIPATE IN 
THE 8TH GRADE PROMOTION CEREMONY AND CELE-
BRATION DANCE.   
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Transportation Information 
Each year we encounter numerous requests from parents asking about their child riding a bus other than the one to which 
they are assigned.  Generally, requests are made so that one child can attend an activity with another child, work on a project 
or just be with their friends.  We find ourselves in an awkward position with such requests.  We cannot approve notes for 
students to ride other buses for social reasons.  Requests made for social reasons will not be approved under any 
circumstances. The bus system is for transportation to and from school only. It is not a transit system to take students 
where they want to go.   

If there is an emergency or situation where a parent will be out of town and a different bus is needed to provide adult supervi-
sion for the child, we will try to work with you.  However, understand that we cannot allow students to ride different buses if 
there are no available seats on the requested bus regardless of the emergency situation.  If there is no room on the bus, permis-
sion will be denied and it will be the responsibility of the parent/guardian to make alternative arrangements.  

To get permission for your child to ride another bus or have someone ride his/her bus, write a note including the reason for the 
change, the address where he/she will be going or who is going home with him/her and phone numbers where we can reach 
you and the person he/she is to stay with.  If we cannot verify a note, it will not be approved. Verbal, or phone requests will not 
be approved.  All requests must be submitted in writing and turned in at the beginning of the school day to the executive secre-

tary.  Remember that notes must be turned in from both students’ parents.  

Students must do the following: 

 bring notes to the main office first thing in the morning

 return to the office the same afternoon to pick-up the initialed note with approval to give to the bus driver

 notes will not be approved in the bus loading zone

Breakfast and Lunch 
Breakfast and lunch are available to all students at the school cafeteria for a nominal fee.  Breakfast and/or lunch may be paid 
for by the day, week or month.  Students are not allowed to charge meals at Southport Middle School.  If students do not have 
sufficient funds in their account, they will be provided with a milk and peanut butter sandwich until such time their account 
becomes current.  Ala carte meals and snacks are available for purchase by students.  The availability of these items is subject 
to change (and may be dependent on student behavior during lunch).  
Students on free/reduced lunch must complete and return a new application at the beginning of the school year in order to re-

main in the program.  If this is not completed in the first ten days of school, students will need to pay the regular meal prices.   
Meal Meal Prices  

 Breakfast $  1.00 per day 
 Reduced Cost $    .30 per day 

 Lunch $  2.50 per day 
 Reduced cost $    .40 per day 

* Meal prices are subject to change based on board approval

Bicycles 

Students riding bicycles will find racks available in the front of the school near the gymnasium.  
Each student riding a bike to school is urged to lock it securely inside the bike rack.  It is sug-
gested that students not have accessories attached to the bicycle that may be easily removed.   
Students who lock their bike outside the bike rack may find the bike missing or their lock cut off at the end of the 
school day.  Be sure to secure your bike within the bike rack area.   
Students are reminded that when riding a bicycle the law requires riders to wear a helmet at all times.   
Southport Middle School takes no responsibility for damaged or stolen bicycles. Students are not permitted to ride 
bicycles on the school grounds, bus loading areas, or in the parent pick-up area.   
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Student Behavior Expectations and Disciplinary Procedures 

Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports  (PBIS)

Students are directly taught specific expectations that are to be followed throughout the school day on the  entire 
campus.  All staff members speak the same language and have the same expectations for every student.  Students are 
rewarded for appropriate performance of these expectations.  Through the use of this system we will continue to de-
crease the number of discipline referrals and classroom disruptions, thus increasing the use of instructional time.   

Southport is a Positive Behavior Interventions and Support (PBIS) School.  As such, we pride ourselves on
the high ex-pectations we have for student conduct. Southport students are always expected to follow the PBS 
guidelines for behavior as follows: 

School Wide Positive Behavior Support Expectations 

Show respect. 
Practice responsibility. 
Make an effort. 
Stay safe. 

In addition to following PBIS guidelines, we expect students to adhere to the Secondary Code of Stu-dent
Conduct.  A copy can be accessed on the district website.  Dress code violations are handled by the Deans. 
The deans determine the consequences for repeated misconduct of higher level refer rals based on the 
guidelines of the Secondary Code of Conduct. The school administration becomes involved in discipli-nary 
action when the misconduct is a Level 3 or 4.  There is Zero Tolerance for major disruptions such as fighting 
in public areas, possession of drugs or other illegal substances, bullying or assault and/or battery of a student 
or staff member.  The administration refers suspected illegal violations to the School Resource Deputy who 
will make a determination as to whether or not the violation is a crime.  Students who participate in 
criminal activities or repeated major disruptive behaviors will be recommended for expulsion by the 
administration. 

When a referral is made to the Deans Office, parents are contacted by phone by the office clerk for 
Level 1 offenses or by the appropriate dean if it is a Level 2 offense or higher.  Copies of referrals are sent 
home within 24 hours of the action taken.  A parent may request a meeting with administration if 
he/she wishes to have a suspension reduced.  Students receiving Behavior Intervention Classroom (BIC) are 
given behavioral counseling as well as school work as are students who attend Project Rock during an 
out of school suspension. Consequences for behavior infractions may include lunch detention, work de-
tail, or an alternative “Restorative Action Plan”, depending on the type of violation and/or frequen-
cy/severity at which it occurs,  BIC assignment or out of school suspension.  
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Show Respect 

Practice Responsibility 

Make an Effort

Stay Safe 

POSITIVE BEHAVIOR INTERVENTIONS AND SUPPORTS (PBIS)

Hallway Classroom 

Dismissal 

Cafeteria 

CLASSROOM RULES HALLWAY RULES 

 Arrive on time with supplies/assignments  Go directly to your destination

 Remain in your seat unless directed by the teacher  Have a pass

 Remain silent when the teacher is speaking  Keep your hands, feet and objects to yourself

 Keep your hands, feet and objects to yourself  Walk on the right side of the corridor

 Comply with staff directions

CAFETERIA RULES DISMISSAL RULES 

 Comply with staff directions  Go directly to your assigned area

 Stay in line  Keep your hands, feet and objects to yourself

 Remain seated  Comply with staff directions

 Pick up all garbage and put it in the trash can

 Keep your hands, feet and objects to yourself
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Zero Tolerance Policy 
Fighting, possession of drugs or weapons, or oth-
er disruptive behaviors will not be allowed on the 
Southport Middle School campus.  Students in-
volved in fights or disruptive activities will be 
referred to the school administration for parent 
conference, suspension from school and/or legal 
action.  Suspected legal violations are referred to 
the SRD’s. 
Students found to have drugs or other illegal sub-
stances in their possession will be referred to the 
school administration for suspension, recommen-
dation for expulsion and/or arrest or additional 
legal action.   
The Secondary Code of Conduct, which is re-
viewed with each student at the beginning of the 
school year, details various student offenses and 
consequences that may result from these offens-
es.   Parents and students are encouraged to re-
view this document.  

DEAN’S OFFICE 

If you wish to discuss any disciplinary problems, 
you may contact the Dean’s office as follows: 

Nicholas Carey—Dean of students for all 8th grade 
students and 7th grade students whose last name 
begins with A-L.  
337-5928
Yolanda Parks—Dean of students for  all 6th grade
students and 7th grade students whose last name
begin with M-Z.
337-5923
Pamela Aylor—Dean’s
clerk
337-5905

DO NOT bring radios, ipods, mp3 players, 
stuffed animals, cameras, tablets, 
skateboards, toys, tapes, scooters or other 
personal property that is not class related to 
school.    Items not permitted on campus are 
subject to confiscation.  Confiscated items 
can be picked up from the Assistant Princi-
pal’s Office by a parent or guardian 24 
hours after being confiscated.  The school is 
not responsible for lost, stolen or damaged 
items that should not be on campus. 

Cell Phones and Phone 

Messages 
If you need to get a message to your child, or need to have 
your child contact you dur-ing the course of the school day, 
please call our main office at 337-5900 so we can help you. 
You must be an authorized individual on the contact 

information for the student in order to leave a message.  
Please remember  -  it takes a few minutes for any message 
to be delivered.  Calling five minutes before dismissal may 
result in a message not being able to be delivered.  We 
strongly encourage parents to use e-mail to com-municate with  
teachers.  
Students needing to call home should use the telephones located 
in the main office. The telephones are available for student use 
in case of an emergency or extenuating circumstances.  Tele-
phones are not available for social calls.  Students must obtain a 
pass from a teacher to be in the office to utilize the telephone.   
While students are permitted to carry cell phones, they 
MUST not be visible and MUST be turned off at all times 
while on campus.  Please do not utilize your child’s cell phone 
to contact him/her during the school day.  Cell phones which 
are visible and/or turned on (even on vibrate) are subject to 
confiscation and will be held until a parent can pick it up.  
Cell phones will be available for pick up 24 hours after 
being confiscated but only between the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.  The school will not be held responsible for lost, 
stolen or damaged cell phones. 

Tardiness to Class 

Teachers take attendance at the beginning of each 
class.  Students are expected to be present and in each of 
their assigned classes on time.  A student is considered tar-
dy if he/she is not in the classroom at the time designated 
by the teacher.  Southport’s tardy policy is explained below: 
 Being tardy to class means being late to any one of your
assigned classes.
 Tardiness to class is considered a Level 1 offense.
Therefore, the teacher keeps a record of your tardies for the
first three incidents during the semester, using classroom
discipline procedures and informing parents when the third
tardy occurs.
 After a student has been tardy four times, a referral
will be written and the student will be sent to the Deans’
office.  Consequences for  each discipline refer ral for  tar -
diness during the semester are:  First referral, one day Be-
havior Intervention Classroom (BIC); second referral, two
days Behavior Intervention Classroom (BIC); third referral,
one day out of school suspension or work detail; fourth and
subsequent referrals, one day out of school suspension with
required parent conference.



14 

Setting Up a Conference 
Need more information about your child’s 
progress?  Do you have concerns that you 
need to discuss with guidance or your child’s 
teachers?  Are you wondering about why you 
haven’t received progress reports or report 
cards?  If you answered yes to any of these 
questions, you probably need to schedule a 
school conference.   

Conferences can be scheduled for discipline 
problems, information sharing, conduct, 
grades or for personal reasons.  Whatever 
your reason, feel free to arrange a conference 
at any time during our regular school hours.   

To arrange a conference, either e-mail the 
teacher(s) or call the main office at 337-5900 
and leave a message for your child’s team 
leader to return your call to schedule a date 
and time.  Unless otherwise specified, all of 
your child’s teachers will be included in the 
conference.   The main office is open from 
8:00am-4:45pm Monday through Friday.  
Most frequently used numbers are listed 
below: 
Main Office   337-5900 
Guidance   337-5901 
Dean’s Office   337-5905 
Attendance Office  337-5906 
School Resource Deputy 337-5959 
Clinic    337-5902 
ESE    337-5915 
Media Center   337-5908
Cafeteria   337-5944 
Remember...Don’t let the year go by with 
concerns on your mind.  Give us a call or 
email!  

Changing Your Address and 

Contact Information 

If you have moved or changed your  
address since the start of the school year, 
it is important that you let the school 
know your current address.  We periodically send infor-
mation to you through the mail and/or email.  It is very diffi-
cult to keep you informed if your correspondence is returned 
because of a wrong address or inaccurate contact infor-
mation.   
If you have moved, changed your phone number or email, or 
if you think your address information may be incorrect 
please contact us. We will be happy to verify your current 
contact information according to our records, or to update 
your new information.  Please remember that it is necessary 
for us to receive proper address verification when changing 
your address on our system (i.e.:  copy of a lease or mort-
gage agreement, or a copy of a utility bill such as FPL or 
BellSouth).  Please help us help you stay informed about 
your child’s progress at Southport Middle School.   

Guidance Department 
Guidance Counselors are assigned to each student 
and are especially trained to work with students 
wanting or needing help.  Any student who wants 
to see a counselor should fill out an appointment 
slip, or ask their teacher for permission to go to 
Guidance.  Students may not stay in guidance with-
out a pass from a teacher or an administrator.   
All students may be sure that things of a personal 
nature discussed with a counselor will be kept 
strictly confidential unless otherwise agreed upon 
by the counselor and student or unless information 
is potentially harmful to the student.  
Counselors:   
Mrs. Alvarez  (A-L) 
Ms. Bernard (M-Z)  

Promotion Requirements 
If a student does not pass a required core semester class in sixth, seventh or eighth grade, parents will 

be notified that the student will not be eligible for promotion to high school and will be retained in 

the eighth grade unless the courses are successfully completed through repeating a course within the 

school day or credit recovery options.  Such notification must be provided at the end of each semes-

ter in which a student fails a core class.      

If a sixth or seventh grade student fails multiple core classes and an attainable remediation plan cannot be devel-

oped, the student may be recommended to an alternative program or retained in grade level.  The final decision re-

garding grade placement is the responsibility of the principal.     
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Celebrating Student Success 

At Southport Middle School, we feel that 
celebrating our students’ achievements and 
accomplishments is very important.  To this 
end, we try to acknowledge our students in 
various ways.  Some of our more frequent 
recognition programs are listed below with 
details provided in other sections:     

Student of the Month (PBS) 
Academic Achievement (Honor Roll) 

Attendance 
National Junior Honor Society 

National Junior Honor 

Society 

The National Junior Honor Society 
is for students in grades 7 & 8 who 
have achieved and maintained a 3.5 
grade point average for at least one 
year.  Students is NJHS take part in 

community service projects, school service projects, and 
assist in tutoring other students in need of academic as-
sistance.  Students who qualify are invited to join and 
are inducted into the organization in the Spring of each 
school year.   

PBS Student of the Month 

To acknowledge good citizenship and 
outstanding behavior both academically 
and socially, each homeroom teacher will select 
a Student of the Month.  These students will be 
recognized monthly during a special program.  
Students of the Month are selected based on the 
fol-lowing school-wide expectations: 

        Show respect 
Practice responsibility 
     Make an effor t; and 

Stay safe 

Students who have been suspended (BIC or OSS) 
during the month may not be selected.   

Honor Roll 

Honor Roll assemblies are held at the end of each 
nine week period, except the fourth nine weeks, to 
honor those students who have achieved high aca-
demic standards in all of their classes.   
Honor  Roll  recognizes the following categories: 
Principal’s Honor Roll - 4.0  GPA 
Distinguished Honors - 3.95—3.5 
GPA 

Students who have a grade of D or F 
or a U in conduct will not be recog-
nized for honor roll.   

Student Activities 

In keeping with the Middle School concept, activities 
are an important part of our program.  Southport Mid-
dle School schedules special student activities through-
out the year.  These activities can range from special 
assembly programs, incentive/reward activities, field 
trips, sports exhibitions, career days and other projects 
planned by the teachers or school administration.  Ac-
tivities are planned by the teachers with input from the 
students and have administrative approval.   

Southport Middle School Student Activities/Clubs 

Special activities and clubs are available to students on a school wide basis.  Among the activities for the 
2018-2019 school year are: 

Intramurals Yearbook Club National Junior Honor Society 

Student Council 21st CCLC After School Program 
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Health Screening Information 

In accordance with Florida Statute 381.0056, the St. Lucie County School District in cooperation with the 
St. Lucie County Health Department will conduct health screening activities for selected groups during 
the school year.  

The screening will include: 
 height & weight, which will include Body Mass Index (BMI) calculation for students in grades 1, 3

and 6
 vision and hearing screenings for students in grades K, 1, 3 and 6
 scoliosis screenings for students in grade 6

In addition to these screening activities, your child will receive first aid and care in the event he/she is in-
jured or becomes ill while at school. 

You will be informed, in writing, if your child fails to meet any of the screening standards.  You are en-
couraged to seek further professional assistance.   

If you DO NOT want your child to participate in school health screenings you must notify the school 
health aide, in writing, at the beginning of the school year.  Please include your child’s name, grade level 
and homeroom teacher.   

Medication at School 

As a general rule, we try to encourage students to take all needed medication (prescription and non-
prescription) at home, not at school.  But we know there are circumstances under which this may not be possi-
ble.  If your child needs to take medication (exclusive of injections) during the school day, please make sure 
the following requirements have been met: 

 For each prescribed medication, the student’s parent or guardian shall provide to school officials a doctor’s statement ex-
plaining the need for the prescribed medication to be administered during the school day, including when the student is away
from school property on official school business.  The necessary form may be obtained from the school’s clinic.

 A parental signature must be on the statement requesting and authorizing school personnel, without liability to administer the
medication in accordance with the prescription. This form must be filed in the student’s cum folder.

 A physicians description of anticipated reactions of the student to the medication must be filed at the school in the student’s
cum folder.

 The medication shall be maintained in the original prescription container which shall be labeled with the following:  Name
of the student, name of the medication, directions for use, name of the physician, name and address of the pharmacy, and the
date of the prescription.

The bringing of all types of non-prescription medication, including cough drops is discouraged.  Should it be necessary for the 
child to have non-prescription medication at the school, students are required to present it to the Health Aide for safe keeping and 
administering as authorized by the parent on the appropriate form.   

Accidents and Insurance 
If students should have an accident, or incur an injury for which treatment is necessary, you should report to the 
clinic and/or notify someone, either a teacher or an administrator so that appropriate action may be taken.   
The school encourages all students to have accident insurance.  Insurance may be ordered through the school, but 
the school does not provide accident insurance for the students.  It is strongly recommended that all students pur-
chase school insurance or have insurance under another policy at home.  




